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Background
On 29 September 2011, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 18/6 on the promotion of a democratic and equitable international order, by which it established the mandate of the Independent Expert on the promotion of an equitable and democratic international order. Mr. Alfred de Zayas (USA) was appointed as Independent Expert on 1 May 2012, and presented his first reports to the Human Rights Council and the General Assembly, respectively in September 2012 and October 2012.
On 27 September 2012, the Human Rights Council adopted resolution 21/9 requesting the Independent Expert to submit at the twenty-fourth session of the Council a report on the implementation of the resolution, with particular emphasis on the fostering of full, equitable and effective participation, including the obstacles to that aim and possible measures to overcome them.

In accordance with the mandate given to him by the Council, the Independent Expert intends to examine the issue of “participation”, exploring the obstacles that prevent people from participating in policies that affect them as well as obstacles faced by members of  ethnic, religious,  linguistic minorities, and indigenous peoples to participate in decision-making. The Independent Expert also intends to explore how non State actors may also negatively influence governmental policies. The value added and the potential steps for what would eventually become a directly elected World Parliamentary Assembly would also be touched upon.

To inform the development of his report, the Independent Expert intends to convene a one-day expert consultation to be held on 16 May 2013 in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Expected outcome

The expected outcome of this consultation is to provide the Independent Expert with inputs and suggestions from experts to inform his 2013 report to the Human Rights Council. It is also expected that the discussion will assist the Independent Expert in identifying recommendations to be addressed to States and other stakeholders.
Objectives

The objectives of this consultation are twofold:

1. To seek the views of experts on obstacles in law and practice, as well as possible measures to overcome them; 

2. To discuss possible recommendations to States and other stakeholders on how to strengthen full, equitable and effective participation at the international and national level. 
Modalities 

Duration

The meeting will be conducted over one day and will consist of two plenary sessions. A detailed agenda will be shared in due course. 
Venue 

The event will take place in Geneva, Switzerland. The exact venue will be communicated to participants in the coming weeks. 
Participants
Participation in the meeting will be upon invitation only. 

