Private Actors in Warfare: Stories from victims                                                         of private military and security companies and foreign fighters
15 September 2016 13:00 – 15:00

Room XXIII
A project of the United Nations Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination
Agenda

13:00 -13:10
Introduction by Ms. Patricia Arias, Chair of the UN Working Group on the use of mercenaries
13:10 – 13:20
Statements by victims of private military and security companies
13:20 – 13:30
Open to questions

13:30 – 15:00
Open to view exhibit
Exhibit elements

· Physical photos and stories of victims of private military companies
· A multimedia display of photos and stories from victims of private military companies
· Booths with virtual reality headgear showing the 4-minute 360 degree film "Clouds over Sidra" of the life of a refugee child in Jordan, depicting the human rights impact of foreign fighters. The screening will continue beyond the exhibit, with booths set up from 15 to 30 September on the first floor outside Room XXIII to view the film.
                                                     Background
The Working Group is mandated to monitor and report on mercenaries and mercenary-related activities in all their forms and manifestations in different parts of the world; to study and identify sources and causes, emerging issues, manifestations and trends regarding mercenaries or mercenary-related activities and their impact on human rights, particularly on the right of peoples to self-determination; and to monitor and study the effects on the enjoyment of human rights, particularly the right of peoples to self-determination, of the activities of private companies offering military assistance, consultancy and security services on the international market.
