UNODC provides the following information further to its mandated role in the international response to trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants. A fundamental principle of that response, captured in the UN Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling of Migrants Protocols, is to not only criminalise such acts, but to ensure the provision of assistance and protection to trafficked persons and smuggled migrants.
Smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons are by nature interlinked with migration – as criminal acts, too often they are perpetrated by individuals to cynically profit from differing levels of development. Many men, women and children, driven by the hope for a better future abroad and often escaping economic and social hardship in their countries of origin, fall into the hands of traffickers and smugglers. For example, the 2012 UNODC Global Report on Trafficking in Persons notes that 73 per cent of victims detected worldwide between 2007 and 2010 were exploited in foreign states. 
That these two criminal activities are characterised by human experience cannot be overemphasised. A trafficked person is, by definition, a victim of crime. Further, smuggled migrants and trafficked persons are particularly vulnerable to experiencing human rights violations at all stages of the migration process. They often face exploitation, abuse, various forms of violence, inhumane treatment, discrimination, racism, marginalisation or lack of access to justice. 

Beside the devastating effect that trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants might have on individuals, the consequences of these crimes for development are also severe. Migrants whose human rights are violated are unable to contribute to society to their full potential. The illegal profits of organised crime are earned at the expense of states and individuals. Heavy economic and social costs of trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants to countries are apparent.
As national responses to human trafficking and migrant smuggling have matured beyond criminal justice interventions to more comprehensive, holistic and coordinated policies, Member States’ experience on these issues has, in turn, demonstrated that ensuring the rule of law, functioning criminal justice systems and associated international cooperation should be acknowledged as important components of comprehensive migration and development policies.
A human rights-based approach to trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants informs comprehensive responses to both issues - such an approach contributes to a broader objective that the human rights of all migrants, irrespective of their status, are recognized throughout the whole migration process, and inform related national, regional and international strategy and policy.
UNODC, as a guardian of the Trafficking in Persons Protocol and the Smuggling of Migrants Protocol, supports Member States in their national and collective efforts to eradicate human trafficking and smuggling of migrants. UNODC encourages Member States not only to ratify the Protocols, but also to implement them effectively into national legislations, policies and programmes. In practice, UNODC does so by providing related technical assistance to Member States, including legislative assistance, the development of national policies and strategies, capacity building in terms of criminal justice responses in investigating and prosecuting crimes of human trafficking and migrant smuggling, victim support, the protection of the rights of migrants and international cooperation. A human rights perspective has been a guiding principle for UNODC in facilitating and designing expert and practical guidance for policy makers and practitioners on the full implementation of comprehensive policies to address trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants. Of note, this has been enshrined in the development and finalisation of International Frameworks for Action to support the effective implementation of the Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling of Migrants Protocol. For example, there are several specific provisions in the Smuggling of Migrants Protocol that explicitly refer to the rights of migrants – further, by ratifying the Protocol, States parties agree to ensure that human rights and refugee law are not compromised in any way by the implementation of anti-smuggling measures. In addition to the need to implement the Smuggling of Migrants Protocol in a way that does not undermine commitments to human rights, the Protocol emphasizes that respecting the human rights of migrants is a means by which migrant smuggling can be prevented and combated. In noting practical actions Member States can take to implement the Protocol, the Framework for Action to Implement the Smuggling of Migrants Protocol draws specific guidance from the key international human rights instruments to which the Smuggling of Migrants Protocol refers.
