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I represent the Uzbek community in Kyrgyzstan that constitutes 14% of its population
 and which is mostly concentrated in the southern region.  I want to thank Kyrgyz government for its input in inter-ethnic stability.  I believe that the fact that there were no ethnic conflicts between Uzbeks and Kyrgyz since independence is partly due to the government’s policies.   The government attempted to promote multiculturalism by introducing the policy “Kyrgyzstan is our common house”, establishing the Assembly of the people of Kyrgyzstan and giving a status of official language to Russian, which is still lingua franka in the country.  Compared to some other former Soviet Union republics, minorities’ rights in Kyrgyzstan are better protected.  Yet, there are some structural barriers that prevent ethnic Uzbeks to keep and develop their identity.  

I want to raise two issues: access to education in native language and the issue of refugees that fled Uzbekistan for Kyrgyzstan after mass killings in eastern part of Uzbekistan.   According to articles 4.3 and 4.4 of the United Nations Declaration on Minorities, states are obliged to take appropriate measures to give opportunities to minorities to learn their native language, get education in that language and know their culture.  The level of education in Uzbek language in the Kyrgyzstan is considered to be particularly low, there are few textbooks, teachers do not get appropriate training.  The situation is exacerbated by the fact that Uzbekistan, which used to provide all text books for Uzbek schools in Kyrgyzstan, introduced the Latin alphabet and publishes all its textbooks in it, whereas Kyrgyzstan still uses Cyrillic alphabet.  Therefore, it is crucial for Uzbek schools to have new textbooks published in Kyrgyzstan in the Uzbek language, using the official alphabet, that is Cyrillic.    The quality and quantity of published books so far are not satisfactory.   The consequences of poor teaching is that many parents want their children study in schools with Russian language instruction which results further in poor knowledge of mother tongue, unawareness of Uzbek culture and traditions.  

So, I recommend the following actions to address this issue: 

-
Establish a committee from teachers, NGOs and government officials that would review and edit textbooks

-
Publish textbooks that can be sold at relatively cheap prices to cover the costs of publication

-
Support the initiative of multi-lingual education, a project which is being undertaken by a Swiss based organization - CIMERA by funding and issuing a law on multi-lingual education.  Open a school with multi-lingual education in each area where the population is mixed, i.e. in Chuy (instruction in Russian and Kyrgyz), Osh, Batken and Jalal Abad provinces (instruction in Russian, Uzbek and Kyrgyz).  Each city/town must have at least one kindergarten and a primary school with a multilingual teaching system. 

Concerning the second issue.  The local Uzbek community is concerned by the treatment of refugees from Uzbekistan, who are mostly ethnic Uzbeks that fled to Kyrgyzstan after the tragic events in Andijon, Uzbekistan on May 13.   There are about 500 citizens of Uzbekistan who are currently residing in a concentration camp on a neutral territory between Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan.  I am bringing up this issue because it significantly affects the Uzbek minorities in Kyrgyzstan.  I will explain how it does so further in my intervention.   Kyrgyz government officially announced that refugees must return under the pretext that camps are overcrowded and that the asylum seekers crossed the border illegally.
   IWPR quotes Almambet Matubraimov, acting president’s special representative for the south. “Following telephone conversations between the prime minister of Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan, we came to the conclusion that we would hand the Uzbek citizens located on our territory back to their authorities…We don’t have the conditions for keeping them, nor is there actually any legal justification for doing so.”
  State officials are afraid of inter-ethnic tensions as well as explosure of “Islamic extremism”.  But, it is the opposite; deportation of asylum seekers might bring inter-ethnic tensions.   The Uzbek community in Kyrgyzstan does feel common ties with the people who fled the massacre in Andijon and violence in other cities of Uzbekistan.  Many of them are very sympathetic to asylum seekers, therefore, expulsion of asylum seekers would lead to discontent among Kyrgyzstani Uzbeks.  Article 33.1 of the 1951 Convention on Refugees that was ratified by the Kyrgyz Republic, says that states cannot expel or return refugees if there life is threatened.  And residents of refugee camps claim that they are unwilling to return as they will be killed or arrested.   Arrests in Uzbekistan that followed May 13 demonstration show the ground for such fears.
   The decision to deport the asylum seekers will potentially lead to anti-governmental demonstrations by the Uzbek community in Kyrgyzstan, bringing tensions among Uzbeks and Kyrgyz.  Such a decision made by the state may make ethnic Uzbeks feel alienated, they create barriers in integration since members of the Uzbek community in Kyrgyzstan consider that the state does not consider the opinions of minorities in making decision that would affect them.  

My recommendations: 

-
Stop handing in asylum seekers that entered a neutral territory after May 16. 

-
Grant a status of refugees to asylum seekers that entered a neutral territory after May 16. 

-
Invite the OHCHR mission to meet with refugees and take their testimonials for the investigation of mass killings occurred in eastern Uzbekistan in May 13-16.  

-
Encourqge local Uzbek community leaders in assistance to refugee camp residents. 
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