Thank you Mr. Chairperson 

My name is Sejran Menekshe, Roma from Kosovo.

I would like to address the Working Group on Minority under agenda 3 a with the join statement made by non governmental NGO such as:

Durmish Asslano   - Sejran Menekshe  -Kosovo

Sun-(Kham)         
- Nadir Redzepi    
 -Macedonia 

Romano Phralipe 
- Raif Maljoku     
 -France

Tchatchipen         
-Zanko Sacha        
 -France

Roma Student org 
- Kamelija           
 -Bulgaria 

    


Mr. Chairperson 

After six years of Kosovo conflict, Roma and other minorities continue to face a volatile existence in Kosovo. Many are unable to travel freely in the region, and face the threat of intimidation or attack by Kosovo's ethnic Albanian majority. 

Hopes that interethnic relations had improved were violently dashed in March last year as thousands of ethnic Albanians rioted across Kosovo. 

Roma and other minority communities were targeted in three days of attacks during which more than 4,000 were forced to leave their homes and 19 people were killed.

Just over a year later, under pressure to show signs of improvement in the province, the United Nations mission has quietly agreed to a policy with the German government that allows the forced return of up to 50,000 refugees, 34.000 of them are Roma, Ashkali and Egyptians to return back in Kosovo. At a meeting of the German Ministers of Interior in November last year, representatives of the Länder made it clear to central government that the Roma were unwanted and should be deported as soon as possible, starting with those costing the state money in social welfare payments. 
They argued that the deportations should proceed as soon as possible in order to prevent the integration of people in Germany.
These has rise to strong criticism, not only, because Kosovo cannot yet be considered as a safe place for returns for people belonging to ethnic minorities, but also because it reflects the persistence of strong anti-Roma prejudices in German immigration politics. 

The conditions that await the returnees from Germany are clear from the situation in that divided town in Mitrovica, once home to the province’s largest Roma community. According to a Yugoslav census carried out in 1991 in Mitrovica, the Roma settlement was home to 8,516 Roma. Today, the area on the south bank of the river is a ghostly spectre of the formerly bustling community. 

The few hundred Roma, who remained in the area live in "terrible conditions" in a camp in the Serb enclave on the north side of the river. Several dozens of Roma including newly-born children living in the camp of Zitkovac are suffering from lead-poising since the camp is located on poisoned ground. 

Mr Chairperson 

The refugees once back in Kosovo, do not receive any aid neither from sending country, nor from the UN civil administration, which has agreed to the repatriations. 

Claudia Roth, the co-leader of the German Green Party, who is members of the ruling coalition in Germany, said:” The situation in Kosovo is still tense. In such a fragile situation the forced return of members of minorities is inexcusable, fearing that people concerned by the deportations will be in danger, once they arrive in Kosovo. 

Eberhard Busek, the head of the Stability Pact, also not opposing to forced repatriations, has however just admitted in a news paper interview that there is no security in Kosovo, neither for Kosovo Serbs, nor for Roma. He called this “a problem of acceptance”.

United Nations officials say that they do not have the resources to check what circumstances each refugee may face upon his or her return. 

Karsten Lüthke from UN's return unit said, no funding has been made available from the UN or aid groups for deported refugees, and the refugees will be dependent on the Albanian-dominated local authorities for their daily survival. Without funding for their resettlement, Lüthke said, there was a risk of increased threat to the groups' security. 

"If there are too many Roma on the streets with no place to go, this may raise security aspects. As long as they blend in it will be O.K., but the more visible they are in Kosovo, the more vulnerable they will be to attack," he said.

UNHCR in their last report stated that the security environment in Kosovo remains highly fragile and volatile. Minorities continue to suffer ethnically motivated incidents in which minority transports are stoned; member of minorities attacked, harassed or intimidated; property and possessions of minorities looted, destroyed or illegally occupied; gravesites of minorities vandalized; and hate graffiti painted on municipal buildings. Many of these incidents remain unreported as the victims fear reprisals from the perpetrators from the majority community.
Therefore, UNHCR Office maintains and reiterates its position that members of these groups should continue to benefit from international protection in countries of asylum under the 1951 Convention or complementary forms of protection depending on the circumstances of claims.  

For these groups and individuals return should only take place on a strictly voluntary basis in safety and dignity in a co-ordinate and gradual manner.  Such return to be sustainable needs to be supported by re-integration assistance.
I would like to thank you, Mr Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, for your patience, but let me take your one minute more to address WGM with some recommendations:

· Roma/Ashkali/Egyptian R/A/E community should continue to benefit from international protection in their current host countries as far as they can not go back. 

· Return of these minorities should take place on strictly voluntarily basis.

· No pressure should be put on R/A/E of Kosovo to return home at the moment while the situation in Kosovo is still extremely unsafe.

· Needs to develop a common approach on asylum seeking prosecutes, taking into account the specific situation of Roma.

· R/A/E who have legitimate claim to asylum should be granted asylum without discrimination.

· In case forced returns are unavoidable the individual situation of each person concerned should be carefully assessed and assistance should be given for his or her reintegration in Kosovo, and we strongly support the recommendation made by UNHCR

Thank you Mr Chairman 

Sejran1@yahoo.com

