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DLA Piper is an international law firm with 4000 lawyers across over 40 countries, including in South East Asia, sub Saharan Africa and Latin America. We have a large pro bono practice, with over 20 full time pro bono lawyers and last year we provided over 200,000 hours of free legal services globally. 

So why is a private law firm speaking here at a social forum on health? We've heard from many speakers before me about the importance of law, of access to lawyers, legal empowerment, training, of removing harmful criminal laws. We know that SDG 16 is crucial to realising SDG 3, that is, access to justice, rule of law and protection of fundamental freedoms such as speech and association. 

But accessing justice, or even a lawyer, is almost impossible for many people. With health there is a campaign and commitment to universal health care. We're nowhere near a concept of universal access for justice: legal aid schemes in many countries are unfunded, ratios of lawyers to individuals can be up to 2 per 100,000 and only 14% of least developed countries have a line for legal aid in the budget. And without access to justice there is no universal health care.
So to achieve goal 16, we need to draw on goal 17 and in particular partnerships with the private sector, in particular private law firms. Pro bono in law firms is growing, in 2016 130 firms donated 2.5 million hours of free legal support. Firms are also becoming international, meaning smaller firms in developing countries are able to draw on the resources of their colleagues across the globe. This is an incredibly large resource to tap into for the right to health.
At DLA we have been working on access to justice and the right to health for many years, but not simply to plug gaps and provide legal services where there are none. Rather we are striving to fix systemic issues at their source and create lasting change, through law reform, legal empowerment , capacity building, strategic litigation. We work with UN organisations, at the moment I am seconded to UNAIDS and DLA has a global partnership with UNICEF, and with governments, civil society organisations and individuals. 

I want to give you an idea of some of the work we have been doing to progress health and human rights.

1. Creating enabling and protective legal environments and challenging harmful laws though law reform, legislative drafting and public interest litigation
a. We have worked with civil society to identify opportunities for challenging harmful criminal laws, providing advice and exploring opportunities to litigate or advocate for change. 

b. We provide advice on law reform efforts and proposed legislation relating to health, such as reviewing proposed legislation relating to HIV protections or HIV criminalisation, in light of international best practice and human rights requirements. 

c. We undertake trial monitoring to measure discrimination, stigma and bias, and access to justice issues in courts.

2. Assist civil society organisations engage with global human rights monitoring mechanisms, such as the UPR, treaty bodies and drafting general comments.
a. With the shrinking space of civil society, any extra resources are crucial. Much of our work in the area of health where we have represented LGBTI community groups before the Human Rights Committee, CEDAW and ICESCR and the Human Rights Council through the UPR, or helped make submissions for draft General Comments, such as the right to life for LGBTI persons, such as the dangers faced by transgender people when seeking gender affirmation surgery in countries where it is expensive or illegal, or the discrimination, violence and stigma faced by LGBTI groups in all aspects of public and private life affecting their right to health.

b. We have helped organisations make submissions highlighting issues for children and HIV-related prevention, treatment and care services in South Africa
c. We have worked with a number of NGOs and community organisations to bring to the attention of the UN breaches of human rights in relation to sexual and reproductive health rights, such as contraception, comprehensive sexuality education, traditional practices such as child marriage and FGM

d. Finally we have helped draft amicus briefs to the UN on travel restrictions and HIV and a number of individual communications on LGBTI rights and Indigenous People's rights.

.

3. Strengthening civil society such as training and education on health rights to civil society and the legal community.

a. We have helped develop and deliver training in the Asia Pacific region on sexual and reproductive health rights and how to use UN human rights mechanisms to advocate for better protection and realisation of rights.

b. Helping draft guidance for judges on HIV and criminal law in Australia

c. Creating educational materials for individuals on their rights, for example guidance on HIV disclosure and the law in Australia.

4. Undertaking multi-jurisdictional and human rights research to be used for law reform and advocacy purposes. 
a. For people who inject drugs, we have worked with UNAIDS on analysis of the interaction between human rights jurisprudence and international treaties related to illicit drugs. We've also looked at the legal barriers faced by young people in accessing harm reduction mechanisms

These are just some of the projects we have undertaken that relate directly to health. However for the right to health to be realised we need to strengthen the civil society, support them in this shrinking space and strengthen rule of law and the legal profession. This we do by: 

5. strengthening and supporting civil society

a. We heard Kene Esom this morning talk about refusal to register certain civil society organisations. We help many organisations with registration, including where it is difficult for various reasons. 

b. Organisations and individuals are facing barriers and restrictions to free speech, freedom of protest and assembly. We have helped organisations in domestic courts and before the UN to challenge restrictions on free speech and protest rights. 

6. Strengthening the legal profession and access to legal services
a. Through national human rights institution strengthening, judicial training, negotiation training, training of government lawyers

b. Increasing access to services, not just by providing them ourselves  but in a sustainable manner, for example by helping to train paralegals to provide legal advice, increasing access to legal services, including a train the trainers programme in Namibia.

c. Improving legal ethics, creating university curricula and helping strengthen the ethical frameworks for law societies.

7. Empowering individuals and communities to know their rights
a. For example by helping to create smartphone apps on 'know your rights' and monitoring human rights abuses.

b. Evidence gathering, on issues such as access to justice for children with disabilities in relation to the right to education under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

3. working with existing commercial clients.


With the concept of responsible business guiding what we do in all aspects of our work, we assist businesses in meeting their human rights obligations under the Global Compact, and integrate a human rights framework into their operations. 

Law firms are increasingly recognising the importance of pro bono work, their clients want them to do it, they also have signed up for the global compact for business and human rights. For pro bono to be truly effective, to progress health and human rights by undertaking targeted, sustained, effective work, we must partner with you, the experts in the field, the civil society groups, governments, NGOs and UN organisations. It's only by working together, utilising each other's strengths that we can achieve health and justice for all.

