NGO Sub-Committee for the Eradication of Poverty
Sub-Committee of the NGO Committee for Social Development

                                                                                                                                               November 5, 2012
Dear 

The Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights Ms. Magdalena Sepúlveda Carmona is preparing a report for the Human Rights Council for June 2013.  The theme of the report is ‘The human rights approach to participation of persons living in poverty in decisions that affect their lives.’  The Special Rapporteur invites States, United Nations departments and agencies, national human rights institutions, civil society organizations, individuals living in poverty and social exclusion and other relevant stakeholders to send contributions to the report.  More information can be had at the website:   http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Poverty/Pages/ParticipationOfPersonsLivingInPoverty.aspx 

A Concept Paper is attached with a fuller explanation and time line for response.

Are you working with groups of girls, children, women, older persons, indigenous communities or other communities living in poverty?  Why not hold discussion groups around meaningful participation - obstacles to participation and how participation can be achieved?   Write up the results of the discussion. 

The members of the New York based NGO Sub-committee for the Eradication of Poverty at the United Nations are inviting anyone interested in contributing to the report to do so by answering the following questions. We will collate the responses and submit to the Special Rapporteur. Your name along with the name of your organization will be included in the list of the respondents.   
Please submit your responses to Mary Mayer mjmayer_128@hotmail.com with a copy to Winifred Doherty winifreddohertyrgs@gmail.com   
Deadline for submission of responses is November 30, 2012.

Thanking you,

_______________________________________
Mary Mayer and Winifred Doherty 

(on behalf of the Sub-Committee for the Eradication of Poverty) 
Questionnaire

Name of Person making the submission      Bro. Augustus Surin Sm
Name of the Organization                            Chaminade Rural Development Project (CRDP) Binda __
Country                                                            India
E-mail Address                                                 smaugu@yahoo.com
Is this a personal response?          (P)     Or a group response?            


 Number of persons in the group   
           Male   (1)
Female   

Category:    Children                 Youth                              Adults             (A)           Older Persons

                                                 (15 – 29 yrs.)

QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED.   Please be concise in your responses.

1)   In what ways, if any, do people living in poverty participate in decision-making in your program?
Need and interest, As key respondent, as group discussion (through local languages) equal, respectful place and opportunity during meeting workshop (we feeling) closeness, given a priority to speak/ put forwards Idea. Voice recording, videographey photography.   
2)   What good practice do you have in place that facilitates people living in poverty to participate?  
Program and office is in heart of rural location where rural people have easy access. Secondly PowerPoint presentation, through local native language, during training is really powerful 
3)  What are the obstacles that people living in poverty face in their ability to meaningfully and effectively participate in decisions that affect their lives (e.g., unaffordable transportation costs, poor health)
Geographical distance, quality education, lack of know how where, what, sincere delivery system (welfare of development project or scheme)
4)  What ideas do you have about how to increase the participation of people living in poverty?   

We creation we feeling (ours) , creation aspiration, know, background of the people, creation awareness, development of the social laborites, creation successful  stories.   
5)  What key principles guide your work on participation?
Sincere & honest effort which guided by Christian social teaching 
6)   How do you help empower people living in poverty to approach local/regional or national governments to represent their own issues?
Through need and interest assessment keeping in mind their ideas very very important and just owner them accordingly we have to plan them and implement them.
All level of welfare are development project scheme have well known by them, 

Time to time vision workshop among local thinker have call them those who feel about development and change.

7)  Does any level of your government invite people living in poverty to have a place/seat at the decision-making table? Please describe.
Recently politically election have taken place in Jharkhand state of India which a local political electoral body, but yet have empower by right, 
Also number of welfare are development project scheme have been going on but implement level are very poor.  

Thank you.
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