National Council for Combating Discrimination from Romania in the fight against racial discrimination – Equal participation in the decision-making process in the fight against racism
1. Legislative provisions

The National Council for Combating Discrimination (NCCD), established in 2002, is an administrative jurisdictional body in Romania, implementing the EU directives in the field of combating discrimination. According to the law (Emergency Ordinance no. 137/2000, last modify in June 2013), NCCD solves complaints of individuals, NGO’s or takes ex officio actions. If by the decision of the Steering Board`s members a case is solved favorable, is applied a fine against the perpetrator. The fines are from 200 to 6.000 Euro if the victim is a person and from 300 to 20.000 Euro if is a group of victims or a community was discriminated.
The law defines different forms of discrimination: direct and indirect discrimination, multiple discrimination, harassment, victimization. It is applicable for every possible domain, and it has specific provisions for employing, education, access to services, access to public places, right to personal dignity. The list of criteria of discrimination is open, mentioning „or any other criteria”, being specified the race, the ethnicity, the language and the religion, among others.
2. Statistical data regarding the NCCD’s solutions in the field of racial discrimination

The NCCD solves around 500-600 cases per year. Around 100 cases are on racial discrimination; from this, around 60 are complaints regarding Roma discrimination, 1-2 cases regarding the discrimination of immigrants. By the statistical data, around 30 cases on racial discrimination are solved favorable, establishing the discrimination.
3. Other activities of the NCCD

The NCCD has an important role in prevention activities, organizing campaigns and also offering training courses for police officers, prosecutors, judges, teachers, public servants, NGO representatives and other categories. A survey is realized every year in order to obtain scientific data regarding the tolerance to different ethnic groups, immigrant groups for developing new prevention strategies.
Usually the prevention activities are organized in partnership with NGO’s.
4. The decision making process in the NCCD

The complaints regarding discrimination are solved by the 9 members of the Steering Board. 3 of the 9 members are persons belonging ethnic minorities (one nominated by the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania, one by the Roma Party and one nominated by a group of NGO’s who is Hungarian but with a long activity in promoting Roma rights).
The president of the NCCD, voted by the members of the Steering Board, is ethnic Hungarian. The president decides regarding the prevention activities. Before a project of the NCCD is submitted to be financed, it exists all the time a consultation with NGO’s, among them with Roma NGO’s, regarding the utility, the necessity of the project and also regarding the possible partners.

In this way representatives of different minorities has an important role in these two NCCD’s activities: in the filed of prevention and in the field of sanctioning racism.
5. Participation of minorities in other institutions fighting against racism

The NCCD is working in the field of prevention and contraventions. Several times, the racism has a penal aspect. Therefore is important to have persons belonging minorities in other decision-making structures.

Romania applies important affirmative measures for Roma and other minorities: special places for minorities are offered in the police and in the same time, special places for Roma in law universities are offered. Even with this affirmative measures, there is a very few number of persons belonging minorities who are police officers, prosecutors or judges. It is necessary a long time to obtain the positive effects of these measures.

6. Conclusions

I could not deny that Romania is far to become a model in fighting against racial discrimination. Extremist groups are active, time to time important political leaders make racist declarations, a high percentage of the population has racist attitude. But Romania makes important steps to fight against discrimination and to involve minority representatives in the decision-making process. Romania has to traverse a long road, but Romania is decided to traverse this road and not to remain indifferent regarding the problems of racism, what has to be faced by our societies.
Summary: The National Council for Combating Discrimination (NCCD) is an administrative jurisdictional body in Romania, implementing the EU directives in the field of combating discrimination. An important part of its activities refers to racial discrimination. In the decision-making body of the NCCD minorities are represented, the president of the NCCD was nominated by the Democratic Alliance of Hungarians in Romania. In the prevention activities of the NCCD NGO’s (among them Roma NGO’s) are regularly consulted. Other institutions fighting against racism applies important affirmative measures for Roma and other minorities. Romania makes important steps to fight against discrimination and to involve minority representatives in the decision-making process, but to produce the expected effects, it is necessary a long time.
