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Madam President, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 

I am very pleased to open the 2012 Social Forum of the Human Rights Council. I am 

honoured to serve as the Chairperson-Rapporteur of this important gathering. I would like to 

warmly welcome all our guest speakers and participants here today.  

As decided by the Human Rights Council, this Forum will address the theme of people-

centred development and globalization. We have amongst us a diverse group of participants, 

many of whom have travelled long distances to be present for the next three days. I am sure 

we will be treated to a rich, multi-faceted range of presentations and a lively, interactive 

debate. 

In 2007, the Council decided to preserve the Social Forum as “a unique space for interactive 

dialogue between the United Nations human rights machinery and various stakeholders, 

including grass-roots organizations” to address “issues linked with the national and 

international environment needed for the promotion of the enjoyment of all human rights by 

all”. Over the years, the Social Forum has served as a platform for diverse stakeholders to 

engage in discussions on relevant human rights issues in an equal and distinctly open setting. 

In this regard, and with all the individuals, experts and governmental representatives gathered 

here today, I am convinced that we will go beyond merely formulating conclusions and 

recommendations and live up to the expectation to provide a forward looking and action 

oriented approach to promoting people-centred development and globalization. 
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Last year, in celebration of the 25
th

 anniversary of the United Nations Declaration on the 

Right to Development the Social Forum deliberated on the theme of the right to development. 

This year, the Forum will build upon this work by focusing on people-centred development 

and globalization. As a first step, it is useful to consider the duality presented by this theme. 

From a human rights perspective, all people are entitled to certain basic human rights, 

including the right to development. People-centred development lies at the very heart of the 

right to development. The Declaration adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1986 states 

that “the human person is the central subject of development and should be the active 

participant and beneficiary of the right to development”.  

While the term “people-centred development” emphasizes that the development process must 

be centred around people, to whom indeed, the right to development belongs, and, who 

should be the beneficiaries and drivers of development, globalization is a term used to 

describe the growing interdependency of States, companies and people. It is a process with 

important human rights implications and economic, social, cultural, political, environmental 

and legal dimensions. These are reflected in the proliferation and growing influence of 

multinational companies and international organizations, the breaking down of 

communication barriers, and the economic, environmental and other crises that pose a 

common threat to all peoples and nations. So, how and why do we come to discuss these two 

subjects together and what is their significance both jointly and separately? 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

In the next three days, we will explore these questions and consider responses to them, 

together. The Human Rights Council directs this Social Forum to address: 

(a) People-centred development and global governance in an era of multiple challenges and 

social transformation;  

(b) Promoting measures and actions for participatory development and democratic 

governance, including through the role of civil society and social movements at the grass 

roots, local and national levels;  

(c) Enhancing a globally enabling environment for development, including through the 

international financial system, which should support sustained, inclusive and equitable 
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economic growth, sustainable development and hunger and poverty eradication in developing 

countries, while allowing for the coherent mobilization of all sources of financing for 

development; 

 

With your active participation and through a series of presentations, discussions and 

dialogues, we will examine participatory development, democratic governance, social 

movements, women’s rights, financing for development, financial regulatory reform, 

sustainable development and innovative approaches to development and globalization. 

The presentations will focus on how development can and should be shaped by people for 

people, both by virtue of and in furtherance of human rights. In this context, globalization 

poses both new opportunities and new challenges. Globalization expands our horizons in 

science and technology, creates wealth and prosperity, and promotes the exchange of 

information and communications. However, globalization can also threaten individual 

identity and cultural diversity, foster economic and social inequity, and facilitate dangerous 

financial instability as it did in the case of the global financial crisis since 2008.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The theme of this year’s Social Forum, people-centred development and globalization has a 

special significance to the State and people of Qatar, including myself. Earlier this year Qatar 

hosted the thirteenth United Nations Conference on Trade and Development in Doha. At 

UNCTAD XIII, Member States wrestled with the paradoxical implications of globalization 

concluding that the way forward must be through sustainable and equitable development-

centred globalization. The outcome documents of UNCTAD XIII - the Doha Mandate and the 

Doha Manar - reflect an international commitment to see development become a reality for 

people around the world, yet much work remains to be done. 

Over the next three days, we will continue to explore the paradox of perils and opportunities 

posed by globalization. We will emphasize the potential of globalization to lift people up by 

providing a platform for the universal promotion of people-centred development that is 

founded in principles of international solidarity, equality, social justice, democracy and 

human rights for all as witnessed by the “Arab Spring.”  

Globalization holds the promise that people thousands of miles apart may learn from each 

other, help each other and empathize with each other and that, in doing so, they may come 
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together collectively to exercise their basic human rights, to promote the rights of one and all, 

to tackle global problems like poverty, hunger, inequity and climate change, and to share and 

replicate local successes internationally.  

By taking a “people-centred,” human rights based approach to development in a steadily 

globalizing world we can realize the full enjoyment of all human rights, including the right to 

development, for all. 

I hope that our deliberations will help us assess how to realize a vision of the world in which 

the connections between States, peoples, businesses, and international organizations do not 

render us vulnerable to crises but rather strengthen us by fostering a globally enabling 

environment for people-centred development as envisioned by the Declaration on the Right to 

Development.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As you participate in this Forum, I also ask that you consider how, going forward, we can 

continue to strengthen and improve the Social Forum in order to realize its potential as a 

space for a constructive  dialogue between civil society, international organizations, States 

and other stakeholders. In conclusion, let me assure you that I will do all I can to ensure a 

lively, constructive and action-oriented discussion during these three days and to reflect this 

Forum’s conclusions and recommendations in my report to the Human Rights Council at its 

next session. 

Now I would like to invite Ms. Marcia Kran, the Director, Research and Right to 

Development Division, to address you on behalf of the Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights. Madame, you have the floor. 


