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Madam Chairperson Ambassador Al-Thani, 

Your Excellency, the President of the Human Rights Council, 

Distinguished Delegates and Participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a pleasure for me to welcome you to the 2012 Social Forum of 

the Human Rights Council on behalf of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights. 

At the outset, allow me to congratulate you, Ambassador Al-Thani, for 

your nomination as the Chairperson-Rapporteur of this forum. I am 

confident that under your able guidance, the 2012 Social Forum will be 

effective in implementing the important mandate entrusted to it by the 

Council.  

I would also like to thank the President of the Human Rights Council 

for her presence and participation in this Forum. 

As decided by the Council, this session of the Social Forum will focus 

on the theme of people-centred development and globalization. In this 

context, allow me to draw your attention to document A/HRC/SF/2012/2, 

which is available in this room and contains the report of the High 

Commissioner for Human Rights prepared as a background contribution to 

this Forum. I thank all stakeholders who provided inputs. Your contributions 

represent a range of perspectives that can guide us towards a broad, deep 

and holistic vision of people-centred development and globalization, with 

human rights at the core. We hope that this Forum will hear more from 

these stakeholders, as well as from those whose input we received after the 

submission of the report. Rest assured that we will reflect your contributions 

in the final report.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The background report of the High Commissioner elaborates on the 

sub-themes of people-centred development and global governance in an era 

of multiple challenges and social transformation. These are the promotion of 

measures and actions for participatory development and democratic 

governance; and the enhancement of a global enabling environment for 

development. The report points out that in a world faced by crises and 

phenomenal change, the resounding calls for dignity, democracy and 

freedom echo the urgent need to address global challenges for the well-

being of all peoples, and for the Earth. Of course Globalization has both 

positive and negative impacts. People, wherever they may live, are in one 

way or another affected by the global economic, financial, food, energy and 

climate crises, with the most vulnerable often bearing the greatest burden. 

Global development and global governance must be driven by the 

international obligations to which all States have committed, and for which 

all States must be accountable. In moving towards social transformation, we 

must be guided by respect for human rights, while based on human dignity. 

The legitimacy of our actions depends on this principled foundation!.  

The High Commissioner’s report recalls that when “the peoples” of the 

United Nations came together to formulate the UN Charter , they built the 

organization upon the well-known pillars of human rights, peace and 

development, speaking  in one voice for the benefit of all. The more recent 

Millennium Declaration refers to upholding the fundamental values of 

freedom, equality, solidarity, tolerance, respect for nature and shared 

responsibility. It presents an enlightened vision for people-centred 

globalization, stating: “We believe that the central challenge we face today is 

to ensure that globalization becomes a positive force for all the world’s 

people…Only through broad and sustained efforts to create a shared future, 
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based upon our common humanity in all its diversity, can globalization be 

made fully inclusive and equitable”.  

Current global challenges have reintroduced the view that solutions 

must be centred around people. Human rights, including the right to 

development, must play a central role in addressing global challenges. The 

paradigm of development on which the right to development is premised 

entails human wellbeing.  The High Commissioner in her report also reminds 

us that, throughout history, people have sought fundamental change in their 

societies through social movements. Recently, we have seen a major social 

movement by people to achieve social justice and to claim and realize their 

human rights. Witness the “Arab Spring” and the “Occupy” movements. 

Among the lessons emerging from these movements is that social media 

tools can be a powerful force for people to organize, publicize their demands 

and claim their rights.  

In her report, the High Commissioner also highlights issues for consideration 

by this Forum. They include international human rights as a foundation for 

people-centred development and globalization, the building of a wider 

constituency for the advancement of the right to development, participatory 

development, democratic governance and social movements, and dialogue 

across the UN system to promote a shared understanding and policy 

coherence in the global partnership for development, cooperation, solidarity, 

shared responsibilities and innovative approaches to financing for 

development.   

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights has 

unequivocally maintained that our first concern is for people of the world 

and for their dignity.  
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At the Fourth United Nations Conference on Least Developed 

Countries in Istanbul, we stressed that growth will not be sustainable if it is 

not equitable, inclusive and people-centered, or if it leaves many at the 

margins of the society, in poverty and excluded. We strove to amplify the 

message of civil society, declared in the streets and echoed around the 

world by social media that real development is about freedom from fear and 

freedom from want, for all people, without discrimination. We endeavored to 

remind the international community that an enabling environment for 

development can be nurtured through application of the human rights 

principles of accountability, equality, non-discrimination, participation, 

empowerment and transparency, in national policies and programmes, and 

in bilateral, regional and global development partnerships and programmes.   

At UNCTAD XIII in Doha, when the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development deliberated on Development-Centred Globalization: 

Towards Inclusive and Sustainable Growth and Development, the High 

Commissioner stressed that human rights, including the right to 

development, can help fortify the theme of development-centred 

globalization, by bringing people to the centre of attention. She recalled that 

the Declaration on the Right to Development, presents a development 

paradigm aimed at first, the improved well-being of all people, including 

through free, active and meaningful participation in development second, 

equitable distribution of the benefits of development locally and globally; 

and third the promotion of an equitable international order in which all 

human rights can be realized.  

And at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 

(Rio+20), we maintained that Member States must commit to ensure full 

coherence between efforts to advance the green economy, on the one hand, 

and their human rights obligations, on the other. Member States must 
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recognize that all policies and measures adopted to advance sustainable 

development must be firmly grounded in, and respectful of, international 

human rights, including the right to development.  

Our human dignity and common humanity must become the 

cornerstones of development and globalization in today’s world. For human 

rights to be at the centre of development policy, we must create a national 

and international environment conducive to the promotion, protection and 

fulfillment of human rights.  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The programme of work of this Forum enables us to hear from a 

diverse group of experts and activists engaged in development and 

globalization at the local, national, regional and international levels. They 

bring expertise, life-experience and perspectives from a peace and conflict 

resolution, and the rights of children and youth, as well of older persons, 

and as migrants and minorities, farmers and peasants, nomadic peoples 

and indigenous peoples. Two panels will discuss social movements, one 

devoted to the issues and rights of women. As well, State-building, peace-

building, integral development, sustainable development, equitable 

development of natural resource, global governance and reform and an 

equitable and democratic international order will be among the themes to 

be addressed.  

  We are pleased to welcome here participants from developed, 

developing, emerging and Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 

Developing Countries, Small Island Developing States, and fragile and post-

conflict States in transition. You bring views from different contexts and rich 

experiences to the discussions. Given the devastating impacts of the 

financial crisis on development and globalization, two panels on Financing 
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for Development will examine several issues including the international 

financial system, coherent mobilization of sources of finance, responsible 

lending and borrowing, tax havens, financial transaction taxes, debt 

arbitration and South-South cooperation. The Roundtable Discussion on 

Strengthening the Global Partnership for Development will bring together 

several colleagues from across the UN system and beyond to address the 

theme of people-centred development and globalization from different 

perspectives, as a step in building a common understanding.  

Madam Chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I hope that this Social Forum will once again prove to be a valuable 

space for the exchange of views and concerns from diverse geographical, 

professional, cultural and personal backgrounds. This is truly an opportunity 

for creative minds to think outside the box, to listen, learn and share to be 

challenged and hopefully. I encourage you to consider, suggest and discuss 

action-oriented outcomes. After all, the global challenges we face require 

our collective action. 

Thank you for your attention. I wish you a fruitful deliberation at this 

Forum! 

    


