Biographies of panellists
	
	Mr. Abdessadek Atlas, Representative, Aide-Fédération 

	
	Mr. Abdessadek Atlas is the representative of AIDE-Fédération in Geneva. He has completed studies in political science and international public law. He is a founding member of the Migration and Development Platform of the Geneva Federation for Cooperation, a partner of the Swiss cooperation.


	
	Ms. Astrid Stuckelberger, Scientist and Lecturer, University of Geneva

	
	Ms. Astrid Stuckelberger is a scientist and lecturer at the Institute of Global Health of the University of Geneva. She is an internationally recognized expert on issues related to ageing and the future of population ageing, and she conducts research for different stakeholders. As Secretary-General of the International Association of Geriatrics and Gerontology for the European Region and President of the Geneva International Network on Ageing, Ms. Stuckelberger has been advocating for more than a decade to mainstream ageing issues at the UN and to establish a framework for the human rights of older men and women. She has received awards from the UN Secretary-General and from Switzerland for her achievements in advancing ageing at the international level. She has published eight books and more than 150 other publications. 




	
	Ms. Bridget Sleap, Senior Rights Policy Adviser, HelpAge International

	
	Ms. Bridget Sleap is the Senior Rights Policy Adviser at HelpAge International. After working at Universidade Eduardo Mondlane in Mozambique for 3 years, Bridget completed a Masters Degree in International Human Rights at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of London. Since then she has worked on human rights and development at the Panos Institute, International Family Health and now HelpAge International where she focuses on strengthening the rights of older people through the use of human rights mechanisms


	
	Ms. Claudia Maher, German Institute for Human Rights

	
	Ms. Claudia Mahler has been working for the German Institute for Human Rights as a senior researcher in the field of economic, social and cultural rights since 2010. She has conducted research on human rights and related issues at the Human Rights Centre of the University of Potsdam (2001-2009). During her work in Potsdam her main research fields were human rights education, minority rights and the law of asylum. From 1997-2001 she held the position of an assistant at the Leopold-Franzens-University Innsbruck, Austria in the field of Criminal Law and Criminal Procedures. She was appointed as Vice President of the Human Rights Commission for Tyrol and Vorarlberg by the Austrian Ministry of Interior from 2000-2002. She has also worked as a lecturer in the field of human rights law and as a consultant to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Geneva. 


	
	Mr. David Obot, Chairman, Board of Directors, Uganda Reach the Aged Association

	
	Mr. David Obot is the Chairman, Board of Directors, Uganda Reach the Aged Association (URAA) and the Executive Director of the Network of Ugandan Researchers and Research Users (NURRU). Mr. Obot is a social scientist and management specialist with experience on issues that affect marginalised people of different ages. He is a proficient team leader whose work involves strategic planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of intervention programmes. Mr Obot has hands on experience in research coordination; capacity building of various stakeholders; promoting public private partnerships (PPP) approaches; humanitarian response for refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced persons; protection of the human rights of vulnerable persons (children, youth, older persons); livelihood recovery and rehabilitation in post-conflict areas; social protection; and various services such as economic empowerment of disadvantaged communities, all at the local, national and international levels. Mr. Obot is a member of the National Social Sector Working Group in the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development in Uganda.


	
	Mr. Dirk Jaspers Faijer, Director del CELADE-División de Población de la CEPAL

	
	Mr. Dirk Jaspers Faijer holds a first university degree in Human Geography and graduated as demographer at the State University of Groningen, Netherlands. Mr Faijer has continuously worked for the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC/CEPAL) since 1981, the same year in which he joined CELADE (the Latin American and Caribbean Demographic Centre) in San José, Costa Rica.  In 1985, he was transferred to CELADE/ECLAC’s Headquarters in Santiago, Chile, to collaborate on demographic estimates and population projections for Latin America and in 1987 he became in charge of CELADE’s training activities. Since 1992, Mr Faijer has been responsible for the regional follow-up of the ICPD Programme of Action as Technical Secretary of the “Regional Conference on Population and Development.” The Regional Conference is a subsidiary body of ECLAC with final responsibility for the follow-up and review of issues relating to population and development, including the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing, international migration and indigenous peoples. Since 1997 Mr Faijer has been also in charge of CELADE’s activities related to socio-demographic information, particularly population censuses. In 2004, he was appointed Director of CELADE, the Population Division of ECLAC.


	
	Ms. Emmanuelle St-Pierre Guilbault, Legal Specialist, International Labour Organization

	
	Ms. Emmanuelle St-Pierre Guilbault is the legal specialist of the Social Protection Department of the International Labour Organization in Geneva, where she has been working on social security standards-related questions and legal issues since 2005. Her work at the ILO has taken her to a number of countries around the world and, in the last year, has given her the opportunity to play an active role in the elaboration of the Social Protection Floors Recommendation, adopted by the International Labour Conference in June 2012.


	
	Ms. Erica Dhar, Senior Advisor for AARP’s Office of International Affairs

	
	Ms. Erica Dhar is the Senior Advisor for AARP’s Office of International Affairs and the organization’s chief representative at the United Nations and the Council on Foreign Relations. She represents AARP as a member of the Global Alliance for the Rights of Older People. Ms. Dhar conducts research and analysis on global aging, including caregiving focused on transnational caregiving. Ms. Dhar served eighteen years in the corporate sector where she worked for Chase Manhattan Bank and the Lifetime Cable Channel.  She holds a Master’s Degree from Fairfield University in Corporate Political Communication, a Master’s Degree from NYU in Non Profit Management focused on Global Aging and a Bachelor’s Honors Degree from Delhi University, New Delhi, India.


	
	Mr. John Beard, Director of the Department of Ageing and Life Course, World Health Organization

	
	Mr. John Beard is Director of the Department of Ageing and Life Course with the World Health Organization in Geneva, and is the current chair of the World Economic Forum's Global Agenda Council on Ageing.  Mr. Beard is an Australian physician and has held a range of senior public health and academic roles in Australia and the USA. He has published widely in the international literature and remains actively involved in several large international research studies on ageing.


	
	Mr. Jorge Plano, Coordinación Regional de Organismos de la Sociedad Civil sobre Envejecimiento (CORV)

	
	Mr. Jorge Plano is a graduate in IT and specialised in accessibility, and he has also completed graduate studies in gerontology. Mr. Plano is a lecturer at the Universidad Tecnológica Nacional where he directs the Technology Center for Accessibility and Independent Living and participates in the Disability Support Services Area. For fifteen years, Mr. Plano has been organizing outreach in the area of digital accessibility and he has presented on ICT policies, accessibility, disability and on policies for older persons in many forums, both domestic and international. He has participated in the creation of the international structures of internet governance, the ICANN and LACNIC. Mr. Plano is a member of the Executive Committees of CORV (Coordination of Civil Society Organizations in Latin America and the Caribbean on Age and Ageing), the Inter-University Disability and Human Rights Commission, the Argentina chapter of the Internet Society and the Argentine Gerontologists’ Association.




	
	Mr. Karim Ghezraoui, Special Procedures Division of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

	
	Mr. Karim Ghezraoui has been the Coordinator of the "Groups in Focus Unit", Special Procedures Division of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights since 2003. Mr. Ghezraoui is responsible for coordinating and supporting thematic mandates established by the Council on Human Rights, including the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights of migrants. He joined OHCHR in 1993 and has been working in various departments monitoring human rights violations, developing and implementing various capacity building projects in the Middle East and the Asia-Pacific regions. He has also conducted numerous field missions in African, Asian and Arab countries.  Mr. Ghezraoui has a Master in political science and international relations from the University of Geneva (Switzerland).


	
	Ms. Leyla Alyanak, Deputy Director of the UNFPA Office in Geneva

	
	Ms. Leyla Alyanak is the Deputy Director of the UNFPA Office in Geneva. Ms. Alyanak joined the organization in 2007 from UNAIDS, where she was Chief of Advocacy and Campaigns. Before joining the UN Ms. Alyanak worked as a journalist and foreign correspondent in Africa, Asia and Latin America, focusing on development, environment and women's rights. She is a citizen of France and Canada.


	
	Ms. Marlene Marquez Herrera, Grupo Interinstitucional sobre Envejecimiento y Derechos (GIED)

	
	Ms. Marlene Marquez Herrera is a Colombian social worker, with postgraduate studies on Social Policy. Ms. Marquez Herrera is a Coordinator of  Grupo Interinstitucional sobre Envejecimiento y Derechos (GIED). She is also a member of the Executive Board of the Coordination of Latin American and Caribbean Civil Society Organizations working on Ageing and Old Age (CORV, by its acronym in Spanish) and participates in initiatives to promote public policies for older persons in Colombia and Latin America. She has written articles and participated in publication in her area of expertise.


	
	Ms. Maryam Ibrahim Ansari, Qatar Foundation for Elderly Care

	
	Ms. Maryam Ibrahim Ansari is Acting Director of Research and Development Department at the Qatar Foundation for Elderly Care. Ms Ansari oversees the preparation of studies and scientific research related to older persons' issues, has participated in many internal and external conferences and relevant committees on these issues, and has also developed a set of policies in the field of rights of the older persons in Qatar. She is responsible for the liaison of the Foundation with other State institutions working on older persons.


	
	Mr. Matthias Kloth, Administrator, Directorate General of Human Rights and Rule of Law, Council of Europe

	
	Mr. Matthias Kloth is Administrator in the Directorate General of Human Rights and Rule of Law of the Council of Europe. He has previously worked as legal officer for the United Nations Office of Legal Affairs and as well as the Registry of the European Court of Human Rights.


	
	Ms. Maude Luherne, Policy and Projects officer responsible for long-term care and elder abuse, AGE Platform Europe

	
	Ms. Maude Luherne is AGE’s Projects and Policy officer responsible for long-term care and elder abuse. Her role is to monitor EU policies in this field, manage AGE’s task force on ‘Dignified Ageing’ and represent AGE in related projects and working groups (such as WeDO2, PACE). In this role, Ms Luherne builds on her successful coordination of AGE’s two key projects on elder abuse prevention and quality long-term care: EUSTACEA (European Charter for the rights and responsibilities of older people in need of long-term care and assistance) and WeDO (European Quality framework for long-term care services). Ms. Luherne is facilitating a wide informal network on quality long-term care (WeDO partnership) involving 16 countries and a wide variety of organisations. She is also responsible to voice older people’s needs and expectations in the field of new technologies in care (AALIANCE2, SmartCare) and coordinates the Active Senior Citizens for Europe project aiming at training groups of older people for campaigning during the European elections in 2014.


	
	Ms. Nena Georgantzi ,  Legal Officer,  AGE Platform Europe 

	
	Ms. Nena Georgantzi is a lawyer specialized in human rights and social protection. She is Legal Officer for AGE Platform Europe, a European network of organisations that represents over 30 million older people in the continent. Ms. Georganitzi manages AGE work on human rights and non-discrimination and represents AGE in EU and UN working groups on the rights of older persons, the Steering Group of the Global Alliance for the Rights of Older People and the Fundamental Rights Platform. She was also involved in the Council of Europe drafting group which finalised in 2013 a recommendation on older people's rights.


	
	Ms. Odile Frank, Health and Social Services Officer, Public Services International

	
	Ms. Odile Frank is the Health and Social Services Officer at Public Services International, a global federation of trade unions representing 20 million women and men in 150 countries, of whom 7 million are in health and social care services. Ms. Frank has worked in international public service on health and social issues at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, the Population Council, the World Health Organization, the United Nations, and more recently at the International Labour Organization.  While at the United Nations, Ms. Frank served as Chief of Social Integration in the Department for Social Development, DESA, where she was responsible for, among others, the UN Programme on Ageing and led the technical team for the Second World Assembly on Ageing held in April 2002 (Madrid). Ms. Frank holds a Doctorate of Science from Harvard University, where she specialized in public health, medical and social sciences as well as Master’s degrees in Population Sciences and in Counselling Psychology.




	
	Mr. Raymond Jessurun, Executive Board Member,  CLATJUPAM

	
	Mr. Raymond Jessurun has been an executive board member of CLATJUPAM (Central Latinoamericano y del Caribe de Jubilados Pensionados y Adultos Mayores or and its predecessor CLATJUP) for the past 8 years. He has represented this regional organization of national grass root organizations on ageing at three intergovernmental regional follow up meetings on the Brasilia Declaration organized by UN/ECLAC. He was involved in the drafting of the Civil Society Declaration of Tres Rios on the Rights of Older Persons of Latin America and the Caribbean during the Civil Society meeting on Aging organized by CORV (Regional Coordination of Civil Society Organizations on Aging) in Costa Rica in 2012 as the only representative of the non-Spanish speaking Caribbean civil society organizations on ageing.  He is also a member of the Coordinating Committee of CORV as representative of the Caribbean civil society on ageing. Since February last year Mr. Jessurun has been the Ambassador of CORV to International Organizations. In that capacity he has participated in meetings of the UN Committee for Social Development and of the UN Open Ended Working Group on Ageing. He is also the representative of Alzheimer Disease International to WHO/PAHO and also to UN agencies.


	
	Ms. Rosemary Lane, Senior Social Affairs Officer and the UN Focal Point on Ageing, Department of Economic and Social Affairs

	
	Ms. Rosemary Lane has worked at the United Nations since 1984 in a number of capacities in the Department of Technical Cooperation for Development, the United Nations Drug Control Programme in Vienna and most recently in the Department for Economic and Social Affairs, Division for Social Policy and Development.   She is a Senior Social Affairs Officer and the UN Focal Point on Ageing.  Ms. Lane has worked on issues of ageing since 1993 and was a member of the secretariat for the Second World Assembly on Ageing in 2002.  She was a main contributor to the drafting of the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing adopted in 2002.  Following the Madrid Assembly, Ms. Lane’s work concentrated on promoting the implementation of the Plan of Action at the national level, and in particular focusing on the provision of technical assistance to Member States.  She became the Focal Point on Ageing in 2010.


	
	Ms. Silvia Perel-Levin, Independent Consultant on Health and Communication

	
	Ms. Silvia Perel-Levin is an Independent Consultant on health and communication. Ms. Perel-Levin has been active in the field of health and health promotion for the last 15 years and on elder abuse for the last 13 years. Her main fields of interest have been research on perceptions of elder abuse, detection and screening at the primary health care level and advocacy for active ageing and the rights of older persons. At the World Health Organization, working closely with the International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA), Ms. Perel-Levin designed and coordinated the first multi-country study on elder abuse and co-wrote the resulting publication “Missing Voices, views of older persons on elder abuse” (2002). She also launched the “Toronto Declaration on the Global Prevention of Elder Abuse” (2002) and published “Discussing Screening for Elder Abuse at Primary Health Care Level” (2008). Upon returning to Geneva from Budapest, in 2012, Ms. Perel-Levin joined the team representing INPEA and the International Longevity Centre - Global Alliance (ILC-GA) at the UN.


	
	Ms. Sooyoun K Han, Founder, Caring & Reaching Elders Rights

	
	Ms. Sooyoun K Han is the founder of Caring & Reaching Elders Rights as well as a professor at Namseoul University in South Korea. She has been working on organizing and developing programs to improve elderly patients and their family caregivers' autonomy and dignity in end-of-life care since 2012. Her 10 years of experience in being a medical social worker in a hospital setting in the U.S. has driven her to view Asian elderly patients' rights in end-of-life decision through the human rights lens, and has kept her continuing research for psychoeducational intervention programs to help them in their end-of-life decision making.


	
	Ms. Susan B. Somers, Secretary General and Team Leader, International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse

	
	Ms. Susan Somers is Secretary General and Team Leader of the International Network for the Prevention of Elder Abuse (INPEA)’s activities at the UN. She is an attorney from the USA who for the past two decades has concentrated on civil rights, elder abuse protection and legal issues related to older persons. From 2000 until 2007 when she retired, Somers served as State Director of the New York State Office of Family Services’ Bureau of Adult Services. Previously, she served as an assistant Public Defender, was Assistant Deputy Attorney General for the State of New York, and headed a section of the Consumer Frauds Bureau and Elder Protection Unit. 


	
	Ms. Svetlana Bashtovenko, President of “Resource Center for Elderly”

	
	Ms. Svetlana Bashtovenko is the President of the Public Association “Resource Center for Elderly” (RCE). RCE is a non-governmental, non-profit organization working since 1991 in the field of social support and protection of elderly people in the Kyrgyz Republic. RCE uses a sector wide approach to solve the problems of the elderly people of the Kyrgyz Republic and carries out activities in the following areas: social, economic, legal, educational, informational, network, ecological, medical and social.


	
	Ms. Vitalija Gaucaite Wittich, Chief of Population Unit, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

	
	Ms. Vitalija Gaucaite Wittich is Chief of Population Unit of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and is responsible for the UNECE work in the area of population ageing and intergenerational relations. Ms. Wittich coordinates activities of the UNECE Working Group on Ageing and oversees the organization of the reviews of national policies and strategies in implementing the Madrid International Plan of Actions on Ageing in the UNECE region, capacity development and publication of policy briefs in the area of population ageing. Ms. Wittich also acts as the UNECE coordinator for the Generations and Gender programme. In addition, she leads UNECE activities related to the review of implementation of the Programme of Action of International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD).  Ms. Wittich is a member of the UNECE staff since 1994 and prior to this post she worked in the Statistics and Economic Analysis Divisions.


	
	Ms. Viviane Brunne, Programme on Ageing and Generations and Gender, Programme United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

	
	Ms. Viviane Brunne works at the Population Unit of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), managing activities under the Programme on Ageing and the Generations and Gender Programme. She first joined UNECE in 2007 and previously also worked as Executive Officer at the Office of the Director of the Partnerships Department at UNAIDS. Prior to the United Nations, Ms. Brunne worked as Executive Director of the German AIDS Society, the medical and scientific society of professionals working on HIV and AIDS in Germany. She has been active as a board member in several NGOs and scientific networks as well as in the diplomatic field (including the Association of Germans working in International Organizations, the German Competence Network HIV/AIDS, the German STD Society and a German NGO providing health trainings to people living with HIV/AIDS).


	
	Mr. Zguiouar Abdelaziz, Aide-Federation, Morocco

	
	Mr. Zguiouar Abdelaziz is a Health Adviser at the Aide-Federation, Morocco. He holds a masters degree in demographic sciences. Mr.  Zguiouar is a community actor in the fields of health and medico-social work.


