Social Forum - Climate Justice

Thank you Mr. President,

The Maldives would like to tank all the panelists for their excellent presentations. 

We would like to focus our comments on the issue of climate justice and the right to development. 

The Maldives has played an active role in the evolution of the concept of climate justice; working with a range of individuals and actors, most notably the Mary Robinson Foundation and the Global Humanitarian Forum. 

Climate justice or climate injustice refers to a situation in which the world's poorest and most climate-vulnerable nations and communities are suffering most from a problem – climate change – which they have contributed almost nothing towards. 

Countries like Maldives, Tuvalu, Bangladesh, Kiribati, and other members of the Climate Vulnerable Forum, have contributed almost nothing to the dangerous build up of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere over the the past century. And yet, we and our populations stand to lose everything – not only our livelihoods and homes, but also our entire countries, countries which stand to disappear beneath the encroaching seas. 

At the other end of the scale, those countries, especially the United States and other industrialized nations, which bear a lions share of the responsibility for global warming, stand to be least effected because of their financial and technical capacity to adapt. 

It does not need me to tell this gathering that such a situation is grossly unfair – that it is unjust. 

The Maldives has tried to highlight this injustice through its work here at the Human Rights Council on human rights and climate change, and its work on human rights and the environment. Our aim has been to show that climate change and environmental degradation more broadly represent a violation of the rights of affected populations – and that international human rights law should be applied to protect us. In particular, heavily polluting countries, led by the industrialized nations, have an legal obligation not to undertake acts – such as emitting greenhouse gases above safe levels – which interfere with the rights of people in vulnerable countries, including the right to development. 

We are pleased to note that, as a result of this work, human rights principles are now included in the UNFCCC Cancun Agreements. 

With this in mind, the Maldives would like to ask Mr. Naidoo the following question:

1. To what extent do the Cancun Agreements provide a framework for responding to climate injustice. And 

2. What needs to happen in Durban in order better integrate climate justice principles into a future legally binding treaty, and to ensure that that treaty effectively responds to climate injustice. 

Thank you. 

