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Mr. Chairperson,

I am delivering the following comments on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement.

Let me begin by congratulating and thanking you for able stewardship of the discussions held during this session of the social forum.  The NAM considers it timely that we had the opportunity to witness this interaction and exploration of various areas of concern that touch upon global challenges and international variables in relation to the right to development.  During the last three days, we have had the chance to tackle environmental and sustainable development issues, in particular climate change, as well as the legal aspects of the right to development, in addition to aspects related to intellectual property, financing for development, and systemic issues related to the international financial and trading regulations and systems.

What was noticeable and welcome is the engagement and interest of civil society in addressing the various aspects of the right to development, and the NAM would like to emphasize the important role of civil society in promoting and raising awareness about the right to development in various fora.

The discussions underline a number of points that the NAM wishes to highlight.
First, development is a right that has to be fully realised for all.

Second, the right to development is a comprehensive right without the realisation of which we jeopardize the fulfilment of all other rights.  As mentioned earlier, we have touched upon a number of variables that all constitute elements of development and also reflected in established rights.  If we speak about health, then we are speaking about development..if we speak about environment and climate change and transfer of technology, then we are speaking about development..if we speak about adequate housing, then we are speaking about development.  Hence, they all feed into the right to development.

Third, there is a required need to codify the right to development with delineated lines of rights and responsibilities.  The right to development has a unique nature since it is an individual and a collective right that requires action at the national level and an enabling environment at the international level.  The latter requires the establishment of a legal basis for the definition of the collective responsibility of states to create such an environment, including through international cooperation, international solidarity and introducing structural and systemic reforms in the international trading, financial and trading systems as well as democratic global governance in fulfilment of the principles of participation, transparency and accountability, all of which constitute human rights principles.

In addressing the right to development, the NAM always emphasizes that the aim is to apply a development approach to human rights.  But when we transit to the development field, the comprehensive right to development becomes the appropriate rights-based approach to development.  This demonstrates the interchangeable nature of the relation between the human rights and the development realms.  In this connection, we emphasize again the need to codify the right to development, into what the NAM views should take the form of a legal instrument with clear demarcation lines of rights and responsibilities at the multilateral collective level.
Thank you.
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