Questions for the report on development cooperation

11. What measures can be taken to ensure that development cooperation does not risk violating human rights? What safeguards can be put in place? 

Development cooperation should be open to public representatives. People should have the

right-to-know powers.

12. What role is there for human rights impact assessments in development cooperation programmes? 

Impact assessments have a major role to play. They will identify violations, risks and weaknesses.

13. What measures can be used to ensure that human rights obligations are followed in the process of determining priorities and deciding which countries and programmes will receive financial and other support? 

High-level transparency and, making information freely available to the members of public.

14. What measures can be used to ensure that human rights obligations are followed in the process of designing programmes and projects? 

Critical evaluation of programs and projects by government’s monitoring departments, and by the NGOs and community elders.

15. What measures can be used to ensure that development cooperation promotes equality and tackles discrimination? 

Measures should ensure that they are gender-responsive. The measures should be presented before women groups and, approval of the measures be sought from the community members.

16. What mechanisms can be used to ensure that development cooperation promotes transparency and access to information? 

Development cooperation details should be widely advertised in print media, and comments be sought from the members of public. Implementation should also involve NGOs and community leaders.

17. What measures can be used to ensure that development cooperation programmes and projects are based on participatory processes? 

This will depend on what the development documents say. Whenever participatory processes are employed, they are reflected in the development documents. These documents need to be widely disseminated. 

18. What monitoring mechanisms can be put in place to assess development cooperation programmes and projects with respect to human rights obligations? 

Involvement of public and institutions, checks and counter-checks by government departments and community-based organizations.

19. What accountability mechanisms can be put in place so that people affected by development cooperation programmes or projects can effectively have complaints addressed? 

Development programs should respect people. Names, designation and contact numbers of those who prepare the development programs, should be available. Free justice system be available, so that the aggrieved parties can approach judicial institutions and ombudsman’s office with relative ease. 

20. What measures can be taken to ensure the sustainability of development cooperation in line with human rights principles? 

A short environmental impact assessment and, ecological risk assessment should be carried out. During operation or implementation phase, it should be ensured that adequate funds are available, and the programs are taken to their logical conclusions. Non-availability of funds during operation, or disowning of programs by the recipients are the major reasons of unsustainability.
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