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Which groups and individuals experience stigmatization?

1. Children 

2. House wife Women

3. Expectant mothers

4. The disabled
5. Slum Dwellers

6. HIV/AIDS positives

How are different groups and individuals affected?

1. Children

Children walk long distances in search of water for the whole household members. The school going children are affected more especially the ones in rural areas. They fetch water for cooking of school breakfast and other uses and this is usually done during school hours. This affects their level of concentration while at school. The girl child is affected more in terms of sanitation. Most schools do not have separate toilets for boys and girls. This deprives the girl child’s privacy especially during her menstruation period. As a result of this they end up absenting them selves whenever they are in their periods. This greatly affects school performance and sometimes lead to school drop outs.

2. House wife women 

Majority of the house wife women are based in rural areas and living in very harsh conditions of poverty. They are fully responsible for collecting water for the whole household on addition to the other various responsibilities of cleaning the home, digging, looking for fire wood, taking care of children among others. The women walk long distances in search of water and sometimes have to carry the clothes and wash from the water source to reduce on the number of times of walking to and fro in search of water. 

3. Expectant mothers

Expectant mothers need to be in a clean and safe environment in order to reduce on the level of infection for themselves and the baby that they are carrying. In most cases such women are weak and therefore cannot collect water from the water source which is 5 to 7 kilo metres away in the rural areas. This greatly affects their hygiene standards thus easily being exposed to diseases like typhoid, Diarrhorea, Candida among others.
4. The disabled
The disabled are usually considered as an outcast in society and as a result, they receive less attention from the society. Majority of the water and sanitation facilities are not user friendly to the disabled. This makes them feel intimidated thus being stigmatized since they cannot effectively use the available facilities.

5. Slum dwellers

Communities living in the slums of cities are considered by the Government as informal settlements that do not need to be planned for. This makes them to be at a disadvantage of not receiving water and sanitation services. Besides most of the slums are in wetlands that do not support certain water and sanitation technologies. The few facilities that are constructed are public and therefore have to be paid for, a cost which is too high for the slum dwellers to afford. This leaves them with no option but rather use spring wells which from research are contaminated and also practice open defecation by using frying toilets
7. HIV/AIDS positives

People living with HIV/AIDS need to leave in a virus free environment, clean enough as well as access clean and safe water. This is to help boost their immune system. In most cases this category is as well neglected in community and tends to distance them selves away from society.

How is stigmatization relevant to access to water and sanitation?

· Stigmatization leads to decreased access to water and sanitation services to the target group that is being stigmatized
· Leads to inequity in distribution of water and sanitation services

· It affects the realization of the MDG 7 by 2015.
What measures are being taken to address and overcome stigmatization?
· Awareness creation on the right to water and sanitation for all groups of people.

· Promoting of innovative and cost effective technologies that cater for the disabled as well as the poor communities.

