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**HI} GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
i, MINISTRY OF HEALTH
MINISTER'S OFFICE

& 9567411353, 9567411355 &> 9567411016

Letter NoJNa Hsa Yo/A-2 (2012) / fo¥s
Dated. 37 February 2012

Sub ot S secial Rapporteur on the Right to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation
Witl" refiarence to the above and your letter no. GVA-0706-ENG dated 11% November
201 .. I zm forw:rding the following proposal from Department of Health.

- Backzround Information about Drinking Water Supply and Samitation in
Myarmar
I we 1 1d appreciste if you could kindly take necessary actions regarding this matter.

Tha 1.dni you for your usual cooperation.

You: ; sincerely, ‘ OHCHR REGISTRY

: -3 FEY. 200
.|:/. S, sUsd
/' /I : Recipients:.......&ﬁﬂ ..... .

Dr. !llo0 IKo Naing
Diriitor
Int¢ rualional Health Division

oooooooooooooooooooo

-
N

ﬁ +:al Rapporteur on the Human Right to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation
ES( 3 Siection
Spe: ia_l;P:"ocedures Branch
UN'; G-OHCHR
Pal;\js des Nations
CH. 211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
Fax; +4122 91" 90 06

cc: . Director General, Department of Health
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Bacl: ground information about Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation in Myanmar

In Myanmar, many agencies have been carrying out provision of
water ! 1pply activity for years. Yangon, Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw City
Develcpment Committee are responsible for provision of water supply and
sanitat on in Yaagon , Mandalay and Nay Pyi Taw City respectively. |

The Department of Development affairs under the Ministry of the
Border Areas is also carrying out water supply and sanitation activity both
urban :1d rural areas except above three cities development areas. The Water
Resowi:es Utiization Department (WRUD) under the Ministry of
Agriculure and Irrigation was the one of the major agencies for supplying of
commu: ity waver supply up to year 2000. Beyond 2000 WRUD s
respon:iible for agricultural water supply. The Department of Human
Settlen.:n! and Housing Development under the Ministry of Construction
fulfills the water supply and sanitation for new settlements areas. The
Enviro 'mgzntal Sanitation Division under Department of Health is
respon.iible for systematic latrine construction and utilization and provision

- of watsr supply activity for Health institutions and water  quality
| develo 'ment in the whole country of Myanmar.

All these water supply and sanitation activities have been
impleni:nfed by concerted efforts of concerned government agencies,
individiial well wishers and local and International Non-Governmental
Organiratons in collaboration with UN agencies such as WHO and
UNICE 7. The current strategies are as follows;

(a) Non- discrimination agamst gender ,vulnerable and marginalized
people.

(b) Narrowing the gap between rural and urban

(¢) Using low cost and appropriate technology

(d) Meeting the targets of indicators (30/31) of Million Development
Goal (7)

(e) Hezalth education and health messages on water supply and
senitation delivered by multimedia channels

() Community awareness change into practise

(g) Community Led Total Sanitation approach is being introduced.
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Challinges

(a) Budget limitation

(b) Water and Sanitation activity not yet priority

(c) Adoption of WATSAN as a right is under way

(d) Less Sustainability due to low cost technology

(e) Diifficulty in transportation sector to several areas especially hard-to
-reach areas

(f) Difficulty in the change of awareness to practice among communities




