ESTONIAS RESPONSE REGARDING 
HRC RESOLUTIONS 16/2 OF 2011 AND 21/1 OF 2012 ENTITLED 
“THE HUMAN RIGHT TO SAFE DRIKING WATER AND SANITATION”


What conflicts exist in your country between different types of water users (e.g agriculture, industry, tourisms, among others)? What are the main challenges in your country concerning water resources and wastewater management that impact the realization of human rights?
In Estonia, there does not exist any conflicts between different types of water users. Also Estonia doesn’t have any challenges concerning water resources and wastewater management that impact the realization of human rights.

How are different water uses prioritized in national legislation and policies? How are these priorities implemented in practice? Are there any implementation challenges? If yes, please elaborate on them and on measures taken to overcome them.

Different water uses are not prioritized in national legislation and policies.

What strategies, approaches and mechanisms guide water resources and wastewater management? How do these ensure that the basic needs of the entire population are met?

Estonian water resources and wastewater management is based on European Union legislation. The requirements of European Union directives are transposed into the Estonian legislation.
The Water Act in Estonia lays down requirements for water use and protection, including provisions for wastewater collection and treatment and provisions for drinking water quality. The Public Health Act lays down requirements for health protection and the human environment, including the provisions for bathing water quality. Surveillance to ensure that the requirements are met is conducted by the Environmental Inspectorate and by the Health Board.

How does your government ensure transparency, access to information and participation in decision-making regarding water resources and wastewater management?

All laws and regulations are publicly available on the internet at: https://www.riigiteataja.ee/. During the drafting process of legal acts all relevant stakeholders will be involved. Information about environment, including wastewater treatment plants, agglomerations, water bodies, etc. are published on public register of the environment: http://register.kesldcormamfo.ee/envreg/main#HTTPkY7bzMmTRffi

The Estonian Environment Information Centre periodically publishes reports about water use and wastewater treatment. Drinking water and bathing water quality reports are available on the website of the Health Board http://www.terviseamet.ee/en.html

In your Governments view, should water resources and wastewater management be reflected in the Sustainable Development Goals/post-2015 development framework?

Water resources and wastewater management are essential in the context of environment and public health and should be therefore reflected in the Sustainable Development Goals/post-2015 development framework.
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