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Conventions: 
· Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Ratified (1994) 
· International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: Ratified (1994) 
· Convention for the Rights of the Child: Ratified (1994) 
· Convention on the Elimination of all forms of discrimination against Women: Ratified (1994) 
· Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment: Ratified (1994) 
· International Convention on the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination: Ratified (1994) 
 Regional Instruments (Europe) 
· CoE Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms): (1999/1999) 
· CoE (Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities): Signed (2000) | Ratified (2005) | Entered into force (2006) 
· UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes: 
· UNECE Protocol on Water and Health: (1999) 
· UNECE Aarhus Convention: Signed (1998) | Ratified (2000) 
· UNECE PRTR Protocol: Signed (2003) 
 Transboundary water courses agreements (if applicable) 
· Several trilateral water management projects for the Kura-Arak river basin have been initiated with support from UNDP, Tacis and USAid. 
· Georgia has not signed nor ratified the UNECE Convention of the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, nor has it signed the CIS Agreement on rational management and protection of transboundary waterbodies which to a large extent is based on provisions from the UNECE Water Convention (Preamble of the Agreement). 
The Government of Georgia has set out the following goals as priorities for the years 2008-2012: 
· Wellbeing of the population – Georgia without poverty. 
· Ensuring national security and complete territorial and civil reintegration 
· Integration of WSS in the development plan 
Georgian policy in relation to human right to water and sanitation
Current Policy of the Government of Georgia: One of the priorities of the Government of Georgia is the reduction of poverty and improvement of wellbeing of the population, to this end the government has declared that it will allocate 1/3 of the budget towards the social programs and, furthermore, this indicator will be firmly maintained during the next years. 
New legislation on water is under preparation, no indication of whether HRBA will be adopted

Minority and vulnerable and marginalized groups in the country with regard to access to WWS 
A report of the OECD indicates that around 80% of the urban population has access to centralized water supply. This matches estimations made by UNDP, which also indicates that only 15.7% of the rural population is centrally supplied with drinking water. 
Challenges are related to the sanitary conditions in jails, orphanages, psychiatric hospitals, especially in relation to water supply and sanitation. 

Main issues 
The European Environmental Agency (EEA) has reported that up to 90% of nitrogen and phosphorus discharges into the Black and Caspian Seas originate from riverine inputs, which mostly transport municipal wastewaters. Both seas have been found in alarming environmental stress. Significant eutrophication problems exist in both seas. 

5. Identification of programmes and projects in the country (national and international) 
Control of eutrophication, hazardous substances and related measures for rehabilitating the Black Sea ecosystem (Tranche II) (GEF-IW FSP) 
 GEF, UNDP (Implementing Agency), UNOPS (Executing Agency) 
 Grant total USD 11,332,106 
 2004-2007 
 The project (BSERP) supports regional aspects of nutrient control in the Black Sea coastal countries. It also aims to strengthen the role of the Black Sea Commission to ensure the formulation, adoption, and implementation of a suite of harmonized legal and policy instruments for tackling the problem of eutrophication and release of certain hazardous substances; and to facilitate ecosystem recovery, including through sustainable use of living marine resources. 


Reducing Trans-boundary Degradation of the Kura-Aras River Basin –PDF phase 
 2004-2007 
The overall objective of the Programme is that the quality and quantity of water throughout the Kura-Aras river system meets the short and long-term needs of the ecosystem and of the communities using the ecosystem. Related to this, a second objective is to reduce pollution in the Caspian Sea. The immediate objectives of the programme are: to foster regional co-operation; to increase national and regional capacity to address water quality and quantity problems; and to promote changes in the economic sectors causing pollution, water shortages and habitat degradation. 

Reducing Trans-boundary Degradation of the Kura-Aras River Basin The project UNDP Regional component 
UNDP /Bratislava, Environment Governance programme 
This project component is an integral part of the UNDP/GEF Project entitled "Reducing Trans-boundary Degradation of the Kura-Aras River Basin", focusing on i) Public involvement and Stakeholder Participation, ii) Community-based demonstration projects, and iii) Integration of transboundary aquifer aspects into the project activities. 

Reducing Trans-boundary Degradation of the Kura-Aras River Basin / SIDA-Component 
 UNDP (implemented through UNDP Georgia CO), SIDA 
 USD 690,000 
 2003 - 2005 
Sub-component of the UNDP/GEF umbrella project is "Reducing Transboundary Degradation in the Kura/Aras River Basin" 

Joint Management of the Kura-Aras River Basin 
 UNDP (ENVSEC Partnership) 
 USD 120,000 
 March-Dec 2007 
 Fostering Dialogue between Riparian States for Development and Establishment of Initial Legal and Institutional Frameworks for Increased Cooperation and Joint Management of the Kura-Aras River Basin 
Towards transboundary cooperation in the Kura-Aras River Basin (ENVSEC) 
 GEF 
 USD 148,000.00 
 2007-2008 
 In coordination with the UNDP-GEF Kura-Aras River Basin Project, together with the participating countries the project will explore possible options for development and establishment of legal and institutional frameworks for the joint management of the natural resources of the basin. Specifically the project will assist the countries to develop a preliminary legal and institutional framework for coordination of regional action for the protection of the Kura-Aras basin environment. It is hoped that this project will provide the basis for future negotiations, supported by the GEF and other donors, for a lasting agreement and institution structure. 

NATO Science for Peace Program SfP 977911 - South Caucassus River Monitoring 
 NATO / OSCE 
 To establish the social and technical infrastructure 
Increase technical capabilities (monitoring, analysis and communications) among partner countries; establish standard sampling, analysis and data management techniques for all partner countries; Establish data, GIS and model sharing system accessible to all partners via WWW; Establish social framework (i.e., annual international meetings) for whole-watershed management. 

Kobuleti Water 
 EBRD 
 EUR 1.5 million 
 2007 
 The objective is to rehabilitate water supply and wastewater treatment services in Kobuleti through an investment program comprising investments to rehabilitate the water network as well as to upgrade the wastewater services. The project will install meters to all customers and will include a financial operational performance improvement programme for the company as well as support to the city. 

Tbilisi water supply improvement project 
 EBRD 
 EUR 15.0 million 
 2007 
 Improving water services 

Kutaisi Water Project 
 EBRD 
 EUR 11 million 
 2006 
 Rehabilitate well fields, transmission pumping stations and the water supply network; install water meters for 100 percent of households and assist the Company to improve its financial and operational performance. 

Poti Water Supply Project 
 The Poti Water and Wastewater Company, ERDB 
 EUR 3.5 million 
 2006 
 Finance improvements in the municipal water supply system by extending the pipeline to a more reliable source. The objective of the project is to enable the City water municipal Company to provide a 24/7 service to Poti inhabitants. 

Environmental Collaboration for the Black Sea (Tacis) 
 EuropeAid 
 EUR 2,200,000.00 
 2006-2009 
 The overall objective of the project is to contribute to the sustainable development of the Black Sea Basin by the prevention and reduction of input of pollutants and by the sustainable management and/or protection of natural resources. 


Water Investment Support Facility (Tacis) 
 EuropeAid 
 EUR 2,699,100 
 2005-2008 
 The overall objective of the project is to improve access to safe drinking water and adequate water services, as well as strengthening water governance and reducing water pollution. 
The specific objective is to provide consultancy services in order to facilitate project finance in the WS&S and IWRM sectors, by means of supporting project preparation on request by IFIs. 

Environmental Training for Financial Intermediaries 
 European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) 
 EUR 590,000 
 2005-2006 
 Technical Assistance 
Water Governance in the Western EECCA countries (Tacis) 
 EuropeAid 
 EUR 2.088.740,00 
 2008-2010 
 The Overall Objective of this action in the region is to contribute to the reduction of pollution, to fair sharing and effective use of scarce water resources, to the improvement of the quality of shared water resources, such as trans-boundary rivers. 
The specific objective is to have water legislation improved, implemented and enforced, approaching EU standards. Further to ensure fair distribution of water from resources available between beneficiary countries and consumers. 

Support to the reform of the Ministry of Justice 
 EuropeAid 
 EUR 1.496.200, 00 
 2005-2007 
Establishment of a Centre for European Studies at Tbilisi State University Georgia – Tbilisi and regions 
 EuropeAid 
 EUR 999.700,00 
 2005-2008 
 To contribute to the democratic process of Georgia. 

GEII - Georgia Employment and Infrastructure Initiative 
 USAid 
 2004-2009 
 The goal of the five-year Georgia Employment and Infrastructure Initiative (GEII) is to improve essential infrastructure services and generate income for an economically, socially, and democratically empowered citizens in Georgia. 
The condition of the infrastructure has deteriorated – more than 60% of the infrastructure is totally depreciated, approx. double the figure considered acceptable internationally.

Adaptation to climate change plans 
Georgia is preparing a second national communication that, among others, include greenhouse gas inventories, vulnerability studies and development of adaptation and mitigation measures and strategies. Several donor-financed projects support mitigation measures through promoting renewable energies. In addition, so far, one clean development mechanism (CDM) has been prepared and has been registered at UN level, while others are in the phase of elaboration. Additionally, the European Union through its TACIS programme renders technical assistance to the Government of Georgia for introducing the Clean Development Mechanism, which will foster the implementation of the framework for the Climate Change Convention. 
In 2007, an amendment was made to Law on Georgian National Energy Regulatory Commission (GNERG) and GNERC became a National Energy and Water Regulatory Commission. Starting from 2008, the commission will set water supply and sewerage tariffs together with energy tariffs. In the long-run it might also take over water licensing functions. 



Adequate regulatory system in place for private or public water and sanitation service providers - procurement and concession 
The legal framework for private sector participation is limited. The existing law on concession only refers to natural resource concessions but there is no regime of public service concession contracts in Georgia and no special concession law, applicable to public services. There is no provision in Georgian law to delegate the WSS service responsibility to a private company, but at the same time it is not prohibited. Tbilisi Water Supply system together with Mtskheta WSS and Gardabani WWT facility was privatized and Swiss company Multiplex Solutions became an owner of these assets for USD 85 million. 
Regulation of tariffs for public or utility services - The LLSGG (law on local-governance) allows for local authorities to set the tariffs but provides no rules or guidance on the ways to do so. In practice, the WSS company proposes a tariff to the Sakrebulo (representative body) which takes a decision. Currently, a per capita tariff is charged for private households and a m3-tariff for commercial and institutional customers. 
 
Water quality and availability (resource allocation)
Drinking water quality standards are set by the Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Protection. Standards are stipulated in the Hygiene Requirements for Drinking Water Quality. These Standards are excessively detailed, while monitoring is limited to a short list of basic parameters. 

Waste water management regulated in the legislation 
Legislative documents, which regulate services of provision of W&WW utilities, provide services based on the agreement, format of which is recommended in the following regulations:  
· Rules of water and wastewater services provision; (Order No. 81 of the Ministry of Municipal Economy and Construction of Georgia of 21 October 1998, agreed with the Ministry of Health of Georgia, the Ministry of Environment and with Fire Protection Service of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia) 
· Technical Specifications for wastewater discharges to sewerage by industrial enterprises; (Order No. 05 of the Ministry of Municipal Economy and Construction of Georgia of 9 January 1999, agreed with the Ministry of Health of Georgia and with the Ministry of Nature Protection and Environment). 
The agreements stipulate mutual obligations and sanctions. The issues not envisioned in the agreements are settled according to the national legislation. Officially in Georgia the rules of W&WW services provision are the same for all consumers and there are no privileged consumer categories. 

 Water discharges and extraction regulated in legislation (e.g., permits, licensing) 
Basic regulations on water discharges and extractions, as well as the permitting and licensing system are in place. It should be noted that permits for water withdrawal have been recently repealed. 
· Rules of technical operation of water and wastewater systems in settlements of Georgia are valid since April 1, 2001 (under the Order of the Ministry of Urbanization and Construction of Georgia No. 70 of 25 December 2001 agreed with the Chief Sanitary Doctor of Georgia, Ministry of Environment and registered by the Ministry of Justice of Georgia);
· Rules of use of communal water and wastewater systems (under the Order of the Ministry of Urbanization and Construction of Georgia No. 81 of 21 October 1998);
· Technical conditions of wastewater discharge to sewerage by industrial enterprises (under the Order of the Ministry of Urbanization and Construction of Georgia No. 05 of 9 February 1998);
· Water Law of Georgia
Institutional and administrative structures and procedures 
For legislation to be effective, adequate institutional and administrative structures and systems need to be in place to ensure that legal requirements are implemented and enforced. Evaluation of the adequacy of institutional and administrative structures needs a different approach towards the elements involved. A coordination structure that consists only of information exchange or that has been named on paper but never meets in fact would be scored as “poor”. A coordination structure that meets on an ad hoc basis would be considered “adequate”. A coordination structure that has the form of a committee or working group, has specific competences set forth in a regulation or memorandum of understanding and is fully operative (e.g. meets regularly) would be scored as “excellent”. 
 
Inspectorates or other structures for enforcement of basic requirements 
The Inspectorate is responsible for the chemical and microbiological safety of drinking water, maintains its monitoring program at water intakes and throughout distribution systems, where samples are taken from fixed sites in accordance with specified schedules. There are 64 laboratories (chemical and bacteriological) in the 67 units of the State Sanitary Supervision Inspectorates, out of which, 53 laboratories are functioning. Most of the laboratories are located in badly maintained buildings that are not suitable for quality laboratory analysis.
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