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(May 2013) 

What conflicts exist in your country between different types of water uses (e.g. agriculture, industry, tourism, among other)? What are the main challenges in your country concerning water resources and wastewater management that impact the realization of human rights?
Thanks to natural conditions in the Slovak Republic, there are currently sufficient water resources in the country. Hence, requirements of different types of water uses (households, agriculture, industry, tourism) are met. There are no conflicts between different types of water uses. In 2012, water was included among strategic raw materials following the Government’s decision based on the need to protect water resources and to ensure their effective use. Extensive protection of water resources in terms of their quality and quantity in compliance with the EU Framework Directive on water is among priorities of the Slovak Government. 
How are different water uses prioritized in national legislation and policies? How are these priorities implemented in practice? Are there any implementation challenges? If yes, please elaborate on them and on measures taken to overcome them. 
Ensuring the access to safe drinking water belongs to priorities of the Slovak Government. Water use is regulated by clear and exact rules thus ensuring its monitoring by relevant authorities.  Groundwater resources are primarily used to provide for public water supply. Prioritized use of groundwater resources (80 per cent) is stipulated by the Act No. 364/2004 Coll. on water as amended (Water Act). 
State administration authorities in the field of water management issue a licence, thus authorizing water management. Water management enterprises, municipalities, agriculture and food industry belong among main water consumer. In case the purpose/scope of water use is changed or it ceased to exist, relevant state authority will repeal a licence. 
What strategies, approaches and mechanisms guide water resources and wastewater management? How do these ensure that the basic needs of the entire population are met?
As one of the EU member state, Slovakia is committed to implement EU directives, including in the area of water. In this regard, the EU Framework Directive 2000/60/ES through which a framework in the field of water policy was established plays a decisive role in this regard. With respect to wastewater management, it is carried out in compliance with the EU Directive 91/271 concerning urban water-waste treatment. Implementation of EU directives is a long, complex and costly process aimed at fulfilling objectives in the field of environment, i.e. to ensure good quality of water in all areas by 2015, 2021 respectively, at the latest by 2027. 
Water Management Policy Concept of the Slovak Republic represents the set of principles and measures to ensure protection of water resources based on water as a part of sustainable development. 

Water Plan of Slovakia for 2009-2015 is a tool for implementation of the EU Framework Directive 2000/60/ES; river basin management plan makes a part of the Plan. Water plan was adopted with a view to protect and improve surface water and groundwater as well as water ecosystems and to identify main problems and challenges in this area. Measures to address problems are stipulated by the Government Decree No. 279/2011, by which measures to obtain objectives in the field of environment were approved. 
Plan for the development of public water ducts and public sewage in the territory of the Slovak Republic and National programme for the implementation of EU Directive 91/271 concerning urban water-waste treatment represent national programme for drinking water supply through public water ducts and with regard to drainage and treatment of communal waste water. These documents include analysis to ensure necessary level of water supply and treatment of communal waste water in the Slovak Republic as well as priorities and methods and ways to their implementation.  
How does your organization or Government ensure transparency, access to information and participation in decision-making regarding water resources and wastewater management?

In general terms, access to information is ensured by the Act No. 211/2000 Coll. on Free Access to Information as amended. In addition, access to information regarding environment is guaranteed by the Convention on Access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters (Aarhur Convention) to which the Slovak Republic acceded in 2005. In specific terms, the right to access to information on environment is regulated by the Act No. 205/200 Coll. on collecting, preserving and disseminating environmental information as amended. Public participation in decision-making is guaranteed by the Act No. 24/2006 Coll. on assessment of environmental impact as amended. It should be underlined that all strategic documents are subject to environmental impact assessment. Finally, according to the Act No. 364/2004 Coll. as amended, basin management plan is subject to review consultation process. In this respect, respective bodies have duty to ensure access to time-and factual framework of the plan that should, inter alia,  include identified water management problems. 
In your view, should water resources and wastewater management be reflected in the Sustainable Development Goals/post 2015 development framework?

Yes. 

