
QUESTIONNAIRE OF THE SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, ITS CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES
STATE RESPONSIBILITY FOR ELIMINATING VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
**Please note the completion of the questionnaire is not a requirement. The questionnaire may be completed, or used as a guideline for the preparation of the reports to be submitted to the Special Rapporteur.

Prevention
1. Please provide details of any specific legislation on violence against women and girls that has been enacted in the country.
2. What are the various forms of violence against women and girls addressed in the country’s legislation?

3. Please describe the criminal sanctions currently applicable for acts of violence against women in the domestic legal system.

4. Please provide information concerning any available civil remedies for women and girls victims of violence, including the availability of protection/restraining and/or expulsion orders.

5. Is there a National Action Plan to address violence against women? What are the key policies in place and under way? How is the effectiveness of these policies monitored and evaluated? 
6. Is there currently a national system of data collection and analysis for cases of violence against women?
7. Please provide details of any awareness-raising campaigns, including large-scale media campaigns such as a National day of action, “Zero tolerance” campaigns and/or efforts to involve men and boys in prevention activities that the government has developed. 
8. Please describe endeavors in the country to provide training on violence against women and girls for specified professional groups including police, prosecutors, and members of judiciary.
9. Are alternative/community reconciliation and/or justice systems operative in the country? Do they operate under the formal judicial system? What efforts have been made by the government to promote gender awareness among the decision makers of these systems?
10. Please provide examples of ways in which the government has successfully engaged with overall societal transformation to address the root causes of violence against women, including discrimination, gender inequality, and social and cultural attitudes on gender.

Protection

11. Please provide specific examples of the modalities in which the government provides the following services for women and girls victims of violence: 
· Telephone hotlines

· Physical health care services

· Mental health care services

· Counseling centers

· Legal assistance

· Shelters

· Restraining/Protection orders

· Financial aid to victims
12. What mid and long term assistance for women and girls who are victims of violence is provided by the government? What measures or programs are in place to avoid re-victimization? 
13. Please describe any victim/witness protection measures available for cases of violence against women and girls. 
14. Are there any mechanisms available to ensure the adequate enforcement of protective measures by the police or the judiciary? What disciplinary or other measures are in place to address their lack of responsiveness? 
15. Has the government engaged in any processes to review the attitudes of police, prosecutors, and magistrates/judges, which might intimidate victims or discourage them from pursuing justice (i.e. complicated or degrading reporting procedures, dismissive attitudes by the authorities, etc.)?
16. Please provide specific examples of ways in which the government is providing a safe and conducive environment for the reporting of violence against women and girls. 
Punishment
17. Have there been any recent amendments to the criminal code and/or other applicable legislation to remove discriminatory provisions and/or increase punishment for crimes of violence against women and girls?
18. Is there any legislation in the country identifying specific criminal offences of violence against women?
19. Has the government established any specialized investigatory or prosecutorial units on violence against women? If it has, please describe the mandate, composition and working methods. 
20. Please describe the government efforts to reinforce the capacities and powers of police, prosecutors, and magistrates/judges to address violence against women.
21. Please provide specific examples of how the government is working to ensure crimes of violence against women are successfully investigated, that appropriate sentences are handed down by judicial systems, and that adequate systems are established to provide counselling and rehabilitation to perpetrators of violence. 
22. Are alternative/community reconciliation and/or justice systems operative in the country? Do they operate under the formal judicial system? What efforts have been made by the government to ensure these systems provide justice to women victims of violence?
Reparations

23. What type of compensation is available for victims of violence against women, either through civil proceedings or through dedicated funds? 
24. How has the government established financial damages for physical and psychological injuries, as well as loss of employment and educational opportunities, loss of social benefits, harm to reputation and dignity, and legal, medical, and rehabilitation/support service costs? 
25. What rehabilitation, including medical, psychological, legal, and social services are available for survivors? 
26. What guarantees of non-repetition has the government provided to women survivors of violence?
27. Please give specific examples of measures of satisfaction, such as public apologies, verification of facts, disclosure of truth, and commemoration to victims which the government has provided to women victims of violence.
28. Please provide specific examples of successful participatory and gender sensitive reparation schemes in which the government has been involved. 
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