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Background

At its 6th session, the Human Rights Council (HRC) adopted resolution 6/30 entitled, “Integrating the human rights of women throughout the United Nations system,” by which it decided to incorporate into its programme of work an annual discussion on the integration of a gender perspective throughout its work and that of its mechanisms, including the evaluation of progress made and challenges experienced. 

In the past, the following topics were covered during the annual discussions: 

· Integrating a gender perspective into the work of the special procedures of the HRC (2008);
 

· Integrating a gender perspective in the Universal Periodic Review (2009);

· Integrating a gender perspective in the work of the Human Rights Council: lessons-learned, shortcomings and future challenges – 2007-2010 (2010)

· Promoting gender equality as institutional practice: from policy to action (2011)

· Economic, social and cultural rights of women (2012)

· Civil society’s contribution to the integration of a gender perspective in the work of the Human Rights Council and its mechanisms (2013)

At the time of the Council’s establishment, the Institution Building Package (5/1) included, as one of the principles and objectives of the review, the full integration of gender perspective. The Package also gave prominent role to gender balance as a primary consideration in the selection and appointment of mandate-holders including special procedures mandate-holders. In addition the Council has consistently requested in resolutions establishing or renewing mechanisms that the human rights of women and a gender perspective be systematically taken into account. 
More recently, the High Commissioner’ report on creating and strengthening synergies and linkages on violence against women and girls (A/HRC/23/25) recommended that information gathered by the Human Rights Council mechanisms of relevance to the Women, Peace and Security Agenda, such as relevant information by commissions of inquiry, as well as relevant geographic special procedures, be transmitted to the Security Council for consideration and follow-up action.  
In the past few years, an increasing number of mechanisms and mandates of the Human rights Council have undertaken efforts to integrate a gender perspective. Yet, further efforts in this direction are needed.
Focus and objective
The panel discussion will focus on the integration of a gender perspective into the country-focused work of the Human Rights Council, including its geographic special procedures, the establishment and reports of Commissions of Inquiries and Fact-Finding Missions. 

The objectives of the panel discussion include:  

· analyzing to what extent a gender perspective has been integrated into the country specific mandates/work 

· identify challenges and good practices, which would feed into a set of recommendations on concrete steps to ensure the integration of women’s human rights and a gender analysis in the Council’s country-specific work


Format of the panel

The panel will adopt an interactive format. After the opening statement delivered on behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the moderator will define the scope of the discussion. She will then ask a specific question to each panelist, who will be given seven minute to answer the question. 
This exchange will be followed by an interactive dialogue in two sequences chaired by the President of the Human Rights Council with Member States and Observers.

Member States and Observers are encouraged to formulate their statements in terms of sharing of experience and questions to panelists in order to stimulate a constructive debate. The interactive dialogue will be followed by response from the panelists and concluding remarks by the moderator.
Interpretation will be provided in the six UN official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish)

Speakers 
· Chair: HE Mr. Baudelaire Ndong Ella, President of the Human Rights Council
· Opening statement: 
Ms. Jane Connors, Director, Research and Right to Development Division, Office the High Commissioner for Human Rights
· Moderator: Ms. Christine Chinkin (United Kingdom), Professor of international human rights law at the London School of Economics 
· Panellists (in alphabetical order): 
· Ms. Bineta Diop (Senegal), Founder and president of Femmes Afrique Solidarité, African Union Special Envoy for Women, Peace and Security
· Mr. Moez Doraid (Egypt), Director, Coordination Division, UN Women
· Ms. Gloria Maira Vargas (Chile), Vice-Minister, National Chilean Service for Women 
· Mr. Ahmed Shaheed (Maldives), Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran

Expected outcomes
As a result of the panel discussion, a summary report will be prepared including a set of recommendations on concrete steps to ensure the integration of women’s human rights and a gender analysis in the Council’s country-focused work based on identified challenges and good practices. 
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� All statements and recommendations can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/HRCExtranet/9thSession/OralStatements/120908" �http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/HRCExtranet/9thSession/OralStatements/120908�


� All statements and recommendations can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/HRCExtranet/12thSession/OralStatements/280909" �http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/HRCExtranet/12thSession/OralStatements/280909�


� All statements and recommendations can be found at: http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/HRCExtranet/15thSession/OralStatements


� All statements and recommendations can be found at: � HYPERLINK "https://remote.ohchr.org/sites/hrc/HRCSessions/RegularSessions/18thSession/Pages/OralStatement.aspx?MeetingNumber=27&MeetingDate=26/09/2011" �https://remote.ohchr.org/sites/hrc/HRCSessions/RegularSessions/18thSession/Pages/OralStatement.aspx?MeetingNumber=27&MeetingDate=26/09/2011�


� All statements and recommendations can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session21/Pages/21RegularSession.aspx" �http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session21/Pages/21RegularSession.aspx�


� All statements and recommendations can be found at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session24/Pages/24RegularSession.aspx" �http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session24/Pages/24RegularSession.aspx� 
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