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Questionnaire for the preparation of the analytical study on Violence against women and girls and disability (A/HRC/RES/17/11)
Answer form DPI-Women Net Japan
Even though there are general laws for persons with disabilities, disability-related laws pay very little attention to gender.  Existing laws and planning have not mentioned about women with disabilities. On the other hand, National Gender Equality Plan, that covers 5 years up to 2015, recognizes “multiple (complex) discrimination” and “women with disabilities” as a task, but there isn’t yet concretized as a policy.

Question to HRC: Are you asking to governments to respond to this questionnaire?  

Request to HRC: We request that the result of this questionnaire to be disseminated.        

1. Data/Statistics 

Have studies/research been conducted on the prevalence, nature, causes and impact of violence against women and girls with disabilities in different settings (family/home, work-place, medical institutions, schools, etc.?). What forms of disability and violence do they cover? 
Studies focusing specifically on women and girls with disabilities are almost non-existent.
Individual experience and trends are becoming apparent through questionnaires and interviews given to women with disabilities conducted by the group of women with disabilities.  
Statistics of disability in general does not include gender-based data. Survey on violence against women also does not have data on women with disabilities. Individual researcher and research institute do no focus on this issue.  There are several cases that are prosecuted in court. For example, there are cases in companies including a paper container factory and sewing workshop, and special education classes, where women and girls with intellectual disabilities have been victimized by sexual abuse.
Related article: http://satomi-heart.cocolog-nifty.com/

Please provide the available data on the number of women and girls with disabilities who have accessed services and programmes to prevent and address violence in the past year?  Is this information disaggregated by disability, as well as by sex, age, socio-economic and ethnic backgrounds?

Studies focusing specifically on women and girls with disabilities are almost non-existent.

There are data on the number of inquiries received by DV counseling and support centers of government agencies, reported number at police station, number of women who used shelter and mother and child facilities. However, those are not classified according to disability, age, socio-economic backgrounds or nationality.  There are about 100 private shelters across Japan, but shelters cannot disclose personal information.  http://www.gender.go.jp/dv/soudan.html
It is reported that about 40% of women who use Women’s Shelter have some kind of disability or disease. It is almost same in Maternal and Child Facilities as well.   

Related link: “Monitoring and Impact Assessment Report on Men & Women who faces difficulty in living in new economic-social trends.”  
(  http://www.gender.go.jp/danjo-kaigi/kansieikyo/seikatsukonnan/index.html

Appendix 1: graphic chart 46 – Maternal and Child Facility: Admission Status of Mothers with Disabilities
Appendix2: graphic chart 79 – Mental and physical status of residence of Women’s Shelter.  (2007)  

Peer Counseling (mentioned later in this questionnaire) is a closed program, so that there is no data. 
Please provide available data on the number of households in which persons with disabilities reside. How many of these are women-headed households? 

Uncertain – We will inform later if we can get data.   
Please provide any statistics, information or studies on disability/ies resulting from violence against women and girls?

Research that provide overall view are very few.  The following report on survey by questionnaire regarding measures and tasks for violence between spouses in community shows percentage of people who have mental/physical problems due to DV by spouse or lover.  
http://www.gender.go.jp/e-vaw/chousa/2011houkoku.html
2. Legislation and Policies

Is there a legal framework addressing violence against women and girls with disability in different contexts (within the family, at the community and in the workplace, and in Sate and non-State institutions such as medical, education and other service providing institutions)?

Studies focusing specifically on women and girls with disabilities are almost non-existent.

For general public, there are Basic Law for Gender Equality, Law for Prevention of Violence by Spouse and Protection of Victims (Law to prevent domestic violence), and Law to Ensure Gender Equality in Employment Opportunity and Conditions (Equal Employment Act). In the disability field, there are Basic Law for Persons with Disabilities, Law to Promote Employment of Persons with Disabilities (Employment promotion law for disabled persons), and Law to Prevent Abuse, but none of these laws mentions “women and girls with disability”.  Basic Law of Persons with Disabilities, in its amendment, included “gender” for the first time.     
Related link: sites on legislations (Cabinet office, Ministry of Health)

http://www.gender.go.jp/e-vaw/law/index.html

http://www.gender.go.jp/main_contents/category/houritu_keikaku.html

http://www8.cao.go.jp/shougai/index.html

http://www.mhlw.go.jp/bunya/koyou/shougaisha.html

Are practices such as 1) forced psychiatric intervention, 2) forced institutionalization, 3) solitary confinement and restraint in institutions, 4) forced drug and electroshock treatment, 5) forced abortion 6) forced sterilization and 7) harmful practices, prohibited by law?

1&2: There are laws related to mental health and welfare of people with psychiatric disability, that allow a person to be admitted without his/her consent, and Act on Medical Care and Treatment for Persons Who Have Caused Serious Cases Under the Condition of Insanity that confines a person who committed a crime after being diagnosed as a psychiatric patient. 
There is no law that forces 3 - 6, however, we can’t say that there are laws to prohibit such actions except about 5 &6. This is the reality of human rights legislations of Japan currently. 
About 7, we weren’t clear about the question. 

What specific policies/programmes are in place to prevent and address violence against women and girls with disabilities and/or to address harmful practices that can result into disabilities? How do general policies and plans/programmes on violence against women ensure the inclusion of and accessibility by women and girls with disabilities? 

Studies focusing specifically on women and girls with disabilities are almost non-existent.

How has the participation of women with disabilities in the development of such laws, programmes/policies been ensured?

Studies focusing specifically on women and girls with disabilities are almost non-existent.

3. Prevention and Protection
What measures/initiatives are in place to combat negative perceptions, stereotyping and prejudices of women and girls with disabilities in the public and private spheres?

There is almost nothing focusing on women and girls with disabilities.

Note: According to request from a group of women with disabilities, Cabinet Office put the matters that requires attention to take care of victims with disabilities on their website.

(  http://www.gender.go.jp/e-vaw/siensya/09.html

What initiatives exist to inform women and girls with disabilities about their rights, including sexual and reproductive health issues? To what extent do these initiatives address also women in institutions? 

 There is almost nothing focusing on women and girls with disabilities

 Note1: There were a few approaches of sexual education by special needs schools, but they were called off by some politicians. That case is being disputed in court. . At the first trial and the appeal court, they have won the case.

: (  http://kokokara.org/

 Note2:

At peer counseling, which is held as a part of Independent Living Program by Independent Living Centers, many women with disabilities, including those having experiences of living in institutions, have participated. In the sessions, as an approach, rights of sexuality or reproduction are also included.

Sexuality program　／CIL　KUNITATI

http://www1.ttcn.ne.jp/enjoy-kunitachi/home.html
What programmes/initiatives have been developed to train women with disabilities to develop skills and abilities for economic autonomy and participation in society and to use technological and other aid that lead to greater independence? 

There is almost nothing focusing on women and girls with disabilities

What measures exist to ensure access by women and girls with disabilities to social protection programmes and poverty reduction programmes?

There is almost nothing focusing on women and girls with disabilities 
Please provide information on other measures (legislative, administrative, juridical or other) aimed at the development, advancement and empowerment of women with disabilities 

There is almost nothing focusing on women and girls with disabilities

Are there provisions for regular home visits and inspections of medical institutions where women and girls with disabilities are living/receiving treatment? How do these work?

There is almost nothing focusing on women and girls with disabilities

What measures have been adopted to provide information and education to women and girls with disability and their families, caregivers and health providers on how to avoid, recognize and report instances of exploitation, violence and abuse? 

There is almost nothing focusing on women and girls with disabilities

Note: For all persons with disabilities, in June 2011, Law to Prevent Abuse of People with Disabilities was enacted and all related systems or policies are consolidating until the law will be executed in October 2012.

Refer to (Japanese): http://law.e-gov.go.jp/announce/H23HO079.html

Note2: In general, Act on the Prevention of Spousal Violence and the Protection of Victims

What are the means to report violence against women and girls with disabilities in different settings, including medical centres and institutions? To what extent are these known and accessible? 

There is almost nothing focusing on women and girls with disabilities

 Note: By the law to prevent the abuse of people with disabilities, it is made obligatory to have advocacy centers for rights of persons with disabilities in every prefecture and centers for preventing abuse to persons with disabilities at municipality. And, in cases of abuse at institutions, witnesses are obliged to make reports. However, cases of hospital and school are not targeted.  Act on the Prevention, etc. of Child Abuse is covered the case of abuse at school, but the abuse toward girls or women are not mentioned.

To what extent are public institutions, such as police stations and hospitals, accessible to women and girls with disabilities? 

There is almost nothing focusing on women and girls with disabilities

 Note: In general, by the New Barrier free Law, standard rules are defined and, to some extent, physical barriers are promoted. However, barriers regarding access to information and justice are still remaining.

Are there shelters for women victims of violence? To what extent are they physically accessible to women with disabilities? 

Answer: Most of the shelters do not consider accessibility, and these prevent women with disabilities to use these shelters. Manpower supports for women with disabilities are not considered.

4 .Prosecution and Punishment

Are there disaggregated statistics on crimes against persons with disabilities?

There is no statistic

Please provide information on the total amount of registered complaints for violence against women and girls with disabilities?  Of the total amount how many were dismissed? What were the main reasons for dismissal? Of the cases that were prosecuted, how many resulted in convictions?

Although we research, there is no information.

What system is in place to ensure legal aid for women and girls with disabilities who have been victims of violence?

Even if women or girls with disabilities are victims of violence, there is no special support system.

Note: Even though there are legal consultation services managed by government or bar associations, lawyers who are familiar with issues regarding persons with disabilities or violence for them are not sufficient.

What special measures have been envisaged in legislation and practice for victims and witnesses with disabilities?

There is nothing focusing on women and disability.

 Note: There is an act to protect victims or deponents.

What specific training is conducted for law enforcement and legal personnel on the rights of women and girls with disabilities and effective ways to communicate with them?

There is no basic training on disability, neither trainings focusing on girls or women with disabilities to for the police and judicial personnel.

 Note: There are some cases that experts on disability make lectures at police schools.

 5. Recovery, Rehabilitation and Social Reintegration

What measures (legislative, administrative, social, educational or other) are in place to promote the physical, cognitive and psychological recovery, rehabilitation and social reintegration of women and girls with disabilities who have been victim of any form of exploitation, violence or abuse? 

There is almost nothing focusing on women and girls with disabilities

 Note1: For general public, DVD prevention law

 Note 2: law to prevent the abuse of people with disabilities

 Note3: The Article 41 of the law states “government and municipal governments are responsible to implement appropriate measures such as providing housing or supports of finding jobs and workplaces in order to make abuse victims with disabilities live in communities independently to support abuse victims with disabilities.”
