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Reply of Lithuania on violence against women and disability

Questionnaire for the preparation of the OHCHR analytical study on Violence against women and disability (A/HRC/RES/17/11)

Data/Statistics
Please provide the available data on the number of women and girls with disabilities who have accessed services and programs to prevent and address violence in the past year? Is this information disaggregated by disability, as well as by sex, age, socio-economic and ethnic backgrounds?
	Women who suffered domestic violence and got temporary accommodation in institutions*

	

	Year
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Number of women
	1103
	1112
	1121
	1013
	978
	1307
	1312

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	*Data of women’s shelters, temporary shelters for mothers and children and shelters for the homeless, per year.


Legislation and policies

Is there a legal framework addressing violence against women and girls with disability in different context (within the family, at the community and in the workplace, and in State and non-State institutions such as medical, education and other service providing institutions)?

Protection from Violence  

In Lithuania legislation related to the prevention of violence and protection, support for the victims are of a common nature and do not provide specific regulations or measures addressing women and girls with disability specifically. 

Mitigating violence against women is one of Lithuania’s top priorities. To address this cross-sectional problem, the National Strategy for Combating Violence against Women was adopted in 2006. Its key priorities include improvement of the legal framework, violence prevention, provision of an integrated set of assistance to victims of violence, sanctions on perpetrators, raising public awareness and communication, improvement of data collection, and institutional capacity building. On an annual basis, projects are selected through a competition to provide assistance to women who suffered from violence, and to perpetrators, to carry out prevention of violence against women and to support the activities of NGOs.

The Law on Protection from Domestic Violence adopted by the Seimas on 26 May 2011 provides definitions of domestic violence, perpetrator and person who has been subjected to domestic violence, suggests specific lines of state-funded prevention and action which public and municipal authorities should implement in co-operation with NGOs, e.g. running public awareness and communication campaigns, training persons working in the field of prevention and assistance. This law is a common law and it is going to be applied in all cases of domestic violence, irrespectively of its’ form (physical, sexual, economical, etc.). The Law sets forth measures applicable to perpetrators to ensure protection for the victims: the obligation to move out, not to approach the victim, not to communicate. It also ensures sequestration of the perpetrator and protection of the victim immediately after occurrence of violence. A set of specialized integrated assistance for the victim, including psychological, social, health, accommodation and legal help, is foreseen.

Seeking to protect children from sexual exploitation, the Ministry of Social Security and Labor drafted amendments to the Law on Fundamentals of Protection of the Rights of the Child with the provision prohibiting persons convicted of crimes against freedom of a child’s sexual self-determination and inviolability, irrespective of expiration of the conviction, to work at children’s social, healthcare, sport and educational institutions or organizations, independent of his/her working functions, if s/he is related (regularly or temporarily) with education of the children and the ensuring of their safety. 

Recently Lithuania is considering ratification of the 2007 Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse. Therefore an inter-institutional working group is analyzing the possibilities of implementation of this Convention in Lithuania, paying much attention at the assistance to children-victims of sexual violence.

Equal Opportunities

The Law on Equal Opportunities prohibits all types of direct and indirect discrimination on grounds of age, sexual orientation, disability, race, ethnicity, religion or beliefs at work, educational institutions and in the sphere of services and goods. The applicant concerning the mentioned discrimination can address the Office of Equal Opportunities Ombudsperson or court. The compensation for material and non–material damages shall be awarded to the person who has been discriminated. The burden of proof lies on the defendant (a natural person or a body). 

The Law on Equal Opportunities of Women and Men provides protection against any type of discrimination on grounds of gender in the sphere of work, education and science, services and goods, social security, participation in organizations and activities of state and municipal institutions. According to the law, discrimination also includes sexual harassment as well as instruction to discriminate. It stipulates that if a person suffers from direct or indirect discrimination by reason of gender related to the person’s family or marital status, such activity is considered as severe discrimination. The applicant concerning the mentioned discrimination can address the Office of Equal Opportunities Ombudsperson or court. The compensation for material and non–material damages shall be awarded to the person who has been discriminated. The burden of proof lies also on the defendant. 

The principle of non-discrimination of the children and protection of children rights is enshrined in the Law on Fundamentals of Protection of the Rights of the Child. According to it, every child shall enjoy equal rights with other children and cannot be discriminated for reasons of his parents' or other legal child representatives' gender, age, nationality, race, language, religion, convictions, social, monetary and family position, state of health or any other circumstances. Complain of the child himself or her/his representative concerning the discrimination of the child can be address to the Office of Ombudsman for Children Rights, the Child Rights Protection Service at his/her municipality or court.

Are practices such as 1) forced psychiatric intervention, 2) forced institutionalization, 3) solitary confinement and restraint in institutions, 4) forced drug and electroshock treatment, 5) forced abortion, 6) forced sterilization and 7) harmful practices prohibited by law?

Lithuanian legislation allows involuntary admission and treatment in a mental health facility only in few cases, which are strictly regulated by law. According to the Law on Mental Health Care of the Republic of Lithuania, person who is ill with a severe mental illness and refuses hospitalization may be admitted involuntarily to the custody of the hospital only if there is real danger that by his/her actions he/she is likely to commit serious harm to his/her health/life or to the health/life of others. In this case, the patient may be involuntarily hospitalized and treated in a mental health facility for a period not exceeding 48 hours without the authorization of the court. If the court does not grant the authorization within 48 hours, involuntary hospitalization and involuntary treatment must be terminated.

Forced abortion and forced sterilization are prohibited in Lithuania by law. According to the Civil Code of the Republic of Lithuania, intervention into a human body, removal of parts of his/her body or organs shall be possible only with his/her consent. Consent to a surgical operation shall be given in written form. Where a person is incapable his/her guardian shall give his/her consent, in the event of castration, sterilization, abortion, operation, removal of organs of an incapable person, however, authorization of the court shall be necessary. Such consent shall not be necessary in emergency cases when person’s life is endangered and has to be saved while the person himself/herself is unable to express his/her will.

How has the participation of women with disabilities in the development of such laws, programs/policies been ensured?

In the decision-making processes, including the development of legislation and policy, the rights of people with disabilities are defended and represented by the associations of disabled persons. Decisions are taken after assessment of the opinions, experiences and the needs of persons with disabilities.  Representatives of non-governmental organizations of disabled people take part in the activities of The Council for the Affairs of Disabled under the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labor. The Council analyzes the most important issues in relation to social integration of people with disabilities and submits proposals to the Minister of Social Security and Labor. The Council is formed on voluntary basis on the grounds of equal partnership rights from state institutions and representatives delegated from different associations of persons with disabilities. After ratification of the UN Convention, the mentioned Council also monitors its implementation.

There are about 268 thousand persons with disabilities in Lithuania. They are represented by more than 30 associations of persons with disabilities. People with disabilities or their representatives and disabled people‘s associations take part in different activities, which aim is to raise awareness and provide information to encourage participation in public life. In Lithuania social movement of disabled is supported from the year of 1993 (very soon after the re-creation of the state independence in 1990). Activities of associations of persons with disabilities are financed by state budget organizing competitions every year.

Prevention and protection

What measures/initiatives are in place to combat negative perceptions, stereotyping and prejudices of women and girls with disabilities in the public and private spheres? 

Seeking to ensure the follow-up activities concerning National Anti-Discrimination Program (hereinafter referred to as „Program“) for 2006-2008, the Government of the Republic of Lithuania approved the Program for 2009–2011. The purpose of the Program is to develop respect for a human being, to ensure the implementation of legislation, which determines the principal of equal rights, to raise legal awareness in society, to form mutual understanding and tolerance based on sex, race, nationality, language, origin, social status, religion or beliefs, age, sexual orientation, disability, ethnic origin, to inform society about manifestations of discrimination in Lithuania and its negative impact on certain groups of society.

The aim of the Program is to ensure that provisions of 29 the Article of the Constitution of the Republic of Lithuania, determining persons’ equality and prohibition to restrict human rights or granting any privileges on the basis of his or her sex, race, nationality, language, origin, social status, religion, convictions or opinions would be realized; to carry out comprehensive studies on discrimination and its’ grounds in all spheres of life; to educate respect for human, legal consciousness of society, mutual understanding, tolerance on the grounds of sex, race, nationality, language, origin, social status, belief, beliefs and attitudes, age, sexual orientation, disability, ethnicity, religion; to make better working conditions for non-governmental organizations working in the field of protection of human rights. 

In 2009-2010 there were organized trainings for workers of different institutions, civil servants, police officers and judges on equal rights and non-discrimination; also were organized discussions with non-governmental organizations working in the field of protection of human rights; public awareness raising campaign on multiple discrimination was carried out; non-formal educational program on tolerance and respect for human being was prepared for target groups. Control of information released on the Internet, which instigates intolerance and hatred towards different groups of people, was analyzed; conclusions and recommendations were submitted to the Government of Republic of Lithuania. There were also organized events promoting tolerance and raising knowledge of other cultures. 

The anti-discrimination provisions to protect persons with disabilities, which explicitly covers the fields of housing, transport, telecommunications and cultural or leisure activities, are established under the Law on the Social Integration of the Disabled. It provides the legal obligation for equal opportunities and the settlement of the environment suitable physically for persons with disabilities in all spheres of the life. It is implemented via the National Program for the Social Integration of Disabled Persons 2010–2012. The program is based on the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and relevant EU directives.

What initiatives exist to inform women and girls with disabilities about their rights, including sexual and reproductive health issues? To what extent do these initiatives address also women in institutions?

Sexual and reproductive health care is integrated in the primary health care. Primary health care services are accessible to majority of population. Free accessible reproductive health services are provided by family doctors (general practitioners), obstetricians gynecologists or midwifes.

Like other women, women with disabilities can consult with these specialists on family planning, sexual and reproductive health issues. In case of reproductive disorders, family doctor refers a woman for specialized consultation.

Are there provisions for regular home visits and inspections of medical institutions where women and girls with disabilities are living/receiving treatment? How do these work? 

The provision of primary health care services at home (family doctors’ and nurses’ home visits) are regulated by an order of a director of a primary health care unit. In order to improve medical care of people with disabilities, the bonus payment for home visits and medical care of disabled people has been introduced in Lithuania since 2005.

What measures have been adopted to provide information and education to women and girls with disability and their families, caregivers and health providers on how to avoid, recognize and report instances of exploitation, violence and abuse?

The National Program for Prevention of Violence against Children and for Assistance to Children for 2008-2010 provided complex measures aimed at eradicating all forms of violence against children. The measures were addressed for children who are potential or actual victims of psychological, physical or sexual violence and neglect as well as their families, and the prevention of bullying at schools. Under this program qualified experts provided training on how to recognize various forms of violence for specialists employed at various institutions: educational, child rights protection, social care and law enforcement. The Ministry of Education and Science prepared 5 methodological guides for school administrations, teachers, children and parents. It organized over 60 training courses for school pedagogues and specialists providing educational assistance. With the aim to tackle the problems of bullying and violence at schools the Description for the Procedure of Crisis Management at Schools was adopted. Lithuania’s pre-school education institutions and general education schools started implementing some of the most efficient target programs of violence and bullying prevention (Zipio draugai/Zip friends, Second Step, OLWEUS). 

Seeking to ensure the follow-up activities of the mentioned program the National Program for Prevention of Violence against Children and for Assistance to Children for 2011-2015 was adopted.

What measures have been adopted to provide information and education to women and girls with disabilities and their families, caregivers and health care providers on how to avoid, recognize and report instances of exploitation, violence and abuse? 

Continuing professional education provides possibility for health care professionals to improve their skills and to learn more about recognition of domestic violence and abuse. There are several courses related to this issue offered by some Lithuanian universities and the Specialists of Nursing Development and Specialization Centre.
To what extent are public institutions, such as police stations and hospitals, accessible to women and girls with disabilities?

Hospitals in Lithuania are fully accessible to all people with disabilities, including women and girls. There are no restrictions on access to hospital treatment for people with disabilities in Lithuania. 

Are there shelters for women victims of violence? To what extent are they physically accessible to women with disabilities?

Shelters for women victims of violence are established by non-governmental organizations as well as by municipalities. One of the tasks of National Strategy of Combating Violence against Women is to endeavor that the necessary and safe shelter would be provided for the victims of domestic violence.

Recovery, rehabilitation and social reintegration

What measures (legislative, administrative, social, educational or other) are in place to promote the physical, cognitive and psychological recovery, rehabilitation and social reintegration of women and girls with disabilities who have been victims of any form of exploitation, violence or abuse?

Implementing the Law on Protection from Domestic Violence the special programs are in preparation: Program of Centers for Specialized Assistance and Program of Assistance and Funding for the Victims of Domestic Violence for the Period of 2013-2020. The implementation of these programs will contribute and strengthen the mechanisms and infrastructure of the assistance for the victims of domestic violence.

Measures directed to protect victims of the violence and to prevent violence are also taken in accordance to National Strategy of Combating Violence against Women and its implementation Plan for 2010 -2012. At present, integrated assistance to women who suffered from violence is available in half of the sixty Lithuanian municipalities. Efforts have been made to reinforce the activities of women’s NGOs in combating violence against women: in many areas assistance comes from crisis centers set up by women’s NGOs. Special focus has been on working with perpetrators – not only applying sanctions, but also developing alternative measures of impact, and supporting organizations working in this field.

Under the National Program for the Social Integration of Disabled Persons 2010–2012 the Department of the Affairs of the Disabled under the Ministry of Social Security and Labor finances social integration programs of disabled which are implemented by the associations of the disabled. Since 2011 under this National Program projects of social rehabilitation services for disabled have been funded in municipalities (Program is coordinated by the mentioned Department of the Affairs of the Disabled). Such financing model will increase the availability of services for disabled people and will be encouraged cooperation of local governments and associations. In the municipalities there are also Disability Councils, which consist of persons with disabilities and deal with disability issues.

In Lithuania, assistance to children-victims of violence is mainly organized in the territory of municipality by its’ Child Rights Protection Service (97 percent) and in some cases (3 percent) assistance is provided by agencies or organizations in other municipalities. Social work is carried out with families. Children receive consultations of psychologists and school social pedagogues. Psychologist’s consultations in the majority of cases are provided to children and their families in urban areas as it is rather difficult to organize and provide this type of assistance in rural areas because of the lack of day centers, non-government organizations and other agencies. 

