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Activities undertaken by the International Labour Organization on Violence against Women and Girls and Disability
Contribution by the ILO

Gender-based violence in the world of work: Overview and selected annotated bibliography 
 features over 75 international, regional and country-based entries on this issue, as well as almost 60 tools, measures and guides. Among the many UN publications listed are 15 Years of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women – Its Causes and Consequences (1994-2009), and the In-depth Study on All Forms of Violence Against Women – Report of the Secretary-General. 

Also featured is the UN WomenWatch online resource site entitled “Work of the General Assembly on Violence Against Women”, which contains many more UN reports, studies and useful information on eliminating violence against women. Two recent examples of ILO initiatives with constituents – governments, and workers’ and employers’ organizations – to tackle gender-based violence are its involvement in the joint UN Programme in Sri Lanka on the prevention of and response to gender-based violence, and the joint UN Women, FAO and ILO project in Nepal on gender-responsive recovery for sustainable peace.
The ILO's Special Action Programme to Combat Forced Labour continues to implement a range of field-based technical cooperation projects that address, among other issues, the forced labour and exploitation suffered by victims of human trafficking. For example, a project in Ethiopia addresses the plight of migrant women workers, who are bound primarily for Middle Eastern countries as domestic workers. Many such women become victims of abuse and exploitation, including at the hands of illegal recruitment agents operating in both Ethiopia and in destination countries. Another ongoing project targets Nigerian trafficking victims, many of whom are women who are trafficked into prostitution in European destination countries. 

Geneva, 6 December 2011.
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