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Our Mission:
IDA CRPD Forum promotes the effective and full implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities worldwide, as well as compliance with the CRPD within the UN system, through the active and coordinated involvement of representative organisations of persons with disabilities at national, regional and international levels.

Introduction

The International Disability Alliance (IDA), the network of global and regional organisations of persons with disabilities, and its CRPD Forum would like to draw through the present contribution attention to the rights of women with disabilities in all actions to be undertaken to combat maternal mortality and morbidity.

There seem to be no available statistics on the issue of maternal mortality of women with disabilities. If we consider that 80% of the world’s population with disabilities lives in the developing world and we take into account the fact that maternal mortality is mainly an issue of the developing countries, it seems obvious that there is a large impact on women with disabilities.

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

The CRPD is mentioned as one of the instrumental human rights treaties in the resolution which was adopted at the June 20090 session of the Human Rights Council.

Article 25 of the CRPD stresses that persons with disabilities need to be provided with the same range, quality and standard of free or affordable health care and programmes as provided to other persons, including in the area of sexual and reproductive health and population-based public health programmes. 
The specific reference to the area of sexual and reproductive health was requested by the international disability movement based on the experience that persons with disabilities, and in particular women with disabilities, were often excluded from the access to these specific services.

A number of reasons lead to this situation, including:

· Lack of accessibility to the relevant health facilities

· Communication barriers between the health professional and women with disabilities 

· Wrong attitudes among health professionals who might consider that women with disabilities should not have children

· General public health campaigns, including those related top contraception and family planning, are not accessible to many women with disabilities

It is also important to remember that article 32 of the CRPD in international co-operation insists that all international co-operation efforts should be inclusive of persons with disabilities, which obviously includes all efforts in the area of preventing maternal mortality.

The absence of persons with disabilities in the Millennium Development Goals

The lack of attention to persons with disabilities in the MDGs has had as a consequence that the plans and programmes established by many developing countries to meet the MDGs have not adequately taken into account persons with disabilities.

This is also relevant for Goal number 5 on maternal health and its target of reduction of maternal mortality, which largely ignores the situation of women with disabilities.

While disability is often cited as a result of the lack of maternal health, almost never are women with disabilities considered when addressing maternal health issues.

Proposals for action

IDA and its CRPD Forum would like to suggest the following actions:

· To ensure that all actions taken by the UN specialised agencies, in particular WHO and UNFPA, to prevent maternal mortality are designed so to benefit also women with disabilities.

· To increase the focus on women with disabilities in all actions, at international and national level, related to MDG 5.

· Ensure that all actions by States in this field, including those supported by international co-operation, are inclusive of women with disabilities, through, among others:

· Ensuring that all national programmes to reduce maternal mortality are accessible to women and men with disabilities

· Ensuring equal access to women and men with disabilities to all reproductive health care services

· Including disability awareness training in all the training of health workers

· Ensuring that all obstetric services, including emergency services that operate in conflict areas and poverty struck areas, are accessible to women with disabilities 

· Ensure that all contraception and sexual and reproductive health information and counseling is accessible to women, men and adolescents with disabilities

· States and international agencies should involve organisations of women and men with disabilities in the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of programmes to prevent maternal mortality.

