Reproductive Health

UNHCR’s main reproductive health goal is to reduce maternal and neonatal morbidity and mortality among refugees and other persons of concern through strengthening the service delivery in camps as well as in urban settings. 

To integrate reproductive health into UNHCR’s overall mandate of protection and assistance, as well as to provide guidance on priority protection needs, the Refugee Agency developed the Strategic Plan for Reproductive Health 2008-2012 with the aim to ensure access to basic reproductive health services for refugees and other persons of concern during acute emergencies and to expand to more integrated and comprehensive reproductive health services as the humanitarian situations stabilizes. 

Through key strategic interventions, UNHCR reinforces access for women among refugees and other persons of concern to affordable, acceptable, and comprehensive and quality antenatal, delivery and postnatal care and emergency obstetric and neonatal care (EmOC) with skilled personnel.

In 2008, UNHCR Reproductive Health statistics show the following results: 

· The global average of ANC coverage was 81%. Compared to 83% in 2007, there has not been a significant improvement and the ANC attendance target to cover a minimum of 90% of pregnant women has not been reached. Efforts are still needed to increase ANC coverage in some countries. 

· The average of proportion of all births taking place at an EmOC facility increased from 50% initial target to 70% across UNHCR refugee camp based operations. 

· The overall proportion of births attended by a skilled health worker was 73%, falling short of the target of 100% by a significant margin. Efforts continue to improve capacity-building of and provide formal training opportunities for health service providers to carry safe delivery practices. 
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