Human Rights Council 24th session
Half-day panel discussion on the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
Draft concept note
Human rights as a cross-cutting theme in the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
Date and Venue

17 September 2013, 15:00 – 18:00, Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva 
Background

Through its resolution A/RES/65/198 of December 2010, the General Assembly decided to organize a high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly, to be known as the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples. The Conference will take place on 22-23 September 2014 in New York.
  The main objective of the World Conference is to share perspectives and best practices on the realization of the rights of indigenous peoples, including pursuing the objectives of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
Resolution 65/198 invited the President of the General Assembly to conduct open-ended consultations with Member States and with representatives of indigenous peoples within the framework of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in order to determine the modalities for the meeting, including the full participation of indigenous peoples in the Conference. Subsequently, the General Assembly adopted Resolution A/RES/66/29, which addresses the modalities of the World Conference and states that the World Conference shall result in a concise, action oriented outcome document, which should contribute to the realization of the rights of indigenous peoples, pursue the objectives of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and promote the achievement of all internationally agreed development goals.

The three UN mandates specific to indigenous peoples have held discussions on the World Conference and reasserted the need to ensure the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in the World Conference, as well as in its preparatory and follow-up processes.
 

Furthermore, indigenous peoples have organized themselves to engage in the process. They have established an Indigenous Global Coordinating Group (GCG) composed of seven indigenous-identified social and cultural regions of the world as well as the indigenous youth and indigenous women’s caucus. Indigenous peoples have also organized regional and thematic caucus preparatory meetings.
 In June 2013, the Sami Parliament of Norway organized a global indigenous preparatory meeting for the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples, in Alta, Norway. The meeting was organized with a view of helping strengthening mutual cooperation, identifying and coordinating issues affecting indigenous peoples worldwide as well as safeguarding their human rights. The outcome document was adopted by consensus and proposes four thematic focus areas for the World Conference, namely: indigenous peoples’ lands, territories, resources, oceans and waters; UN system action for the implementation of the rights of indigenous peoples; implementation of the rights of indigenous peoples, and indigenous peoples’ priorities for development with free, prior and informed consent. The Alta outcome-document was presented by indigenous peoples’ representatives at the 6th session of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, held from 8-12 July 2013.

In the first trimester of 2014, the Government of Mexico will hold a regional and thematic preparatory meeting, with the participation of Member States, indigenous peoples and the United Nations system, the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples and the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, to build further consensus on the process and content of the World Conference and its related discussions. 
Focus and Objectives

In its resolution 21/24 adopted in September 2012, the Human Rights Council decided to hold a panel discussion at its twenty-fourth session on the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples.
The objectives of the panel are:
· To discuss specific human rights issues that are of central concern to indigenous peoples with a view to ensuring that human rights are firmly integrated in  the World Conference, as well as in its preparatory and follow-up processes; 
· To reinforce efforts to ensure an inclusive preparatory process of the World Conference with the full, effective and equal participation and consultation of indigenous peoples through all stages of the process. This includes ensuring the equal and full participation of indigenous women, youth, older persons  and persons with disabilities;
· To discuss ways and means to enhance synergies between States, indigenous peoples, the UN system and other relevant actors towards action-oriented results of the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples in order to encourage concrete measures to improve the implementation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, including through targeted action at the national level, and
· To facilitate dialogue and sharing of experiences and best practices on the realization of the rights of indigenous peoples, including pursuing the objectives of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Speakers and Panellists

Chair


H.E. Ms. Iruthisham Adam, Vice-President of the Human Rights Council 
Moderator
H.E. Mr. Ulises Canchola Gutierrez, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission of Mexico to the United Nations and other International Organizations in Geneva
Opening Address
Ms. Flavia Pansieri, Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Panelists
John Henriksen, Co-facilitator in the process towards the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples
Raja Devasish Roy, member of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Soyata Maiga, African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights
Tania Edith Pariona Tarqui, Indigenous Global Coordinating Group
International Chief Wilton Littlechild, Chairperson of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples


Format

The panel will take place on 17 September 2013 from 15:00 to 18:00.  The panel will be opened and presided by the President of the Human Rights Council.  The High Commissioner for Human Rights will deliver an opening statement and the discussion will be led by the moderator who will introduce panellists, set the framework and guide the discussion. The moderator will also be responsible for concluding the discussion and providing a summary of the main issues discussed. 
The panel will be divided into two segments of about 90 minutes each. At the beginning of each segment, the panellists will be invited to make a short presentation of 5-7 minutes. These presentations will be followed by an interactive discussion, during which States and Observers will be invited to speak and put questions to the panellists.  Member States and Observers are encouraged to prepare and formulate their statements in terms of questions and sharing of experience in order to stimulate a constructive debate. 

The panellists will be given an opportunity to respond to questions.  

· The first segment of the panel will focus on the aims and goals of the  World Conference in general and in the participation of indigenous peoples in the process, in line with Resolution A/RES/66/296 (also known as “modalities resolution”), and
· The second segment will provide a human rights perspective to issues that are of central importance to indigenous peoples worldwide and explore whether and how these could be addressed in the context of the World Conference. Panellists will be invited to focus their short presentations on specific key themes, such as lands, territories and resources; health and education; discrimination against indigenous women and indigenous persons with disabilities; cooperation with the private sector, and implementation strategies and mainstreaming of indigenous peoples issues in the work of the UN system. 

Outcome

The discussion will gather ideas on how to integrate the human rights of indigenous peoples in the World Conference. It will identify concrete challenges and ways to overcome obstacles in the full realization of the human rights of indigenous peoples through sharing of views and experiences, including efforts to pursue the objectives of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The discussion will also provide an opportunity to build further consensus on the process and content of the World Conference and its related discussions.
Accessibility

In an effort to render the Human Rights Council meetings more accessible to persons with disabilities and to allow them to participate in the work of the Council on an equal basis with others, this panel will be made accessible to persons with disabilities. During the debate, international sign language interpretation and real time captioning will be provided and webcasted. Physical accessibility will be promoted by making room facilities wheelchair friendly.
� General Assembly Resolution A/RES/66/29


� E.g. Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Report on the 12th session, E/2013/43-E/C.19/2013/25, and Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Report on the 6th session, A/HRC/24/49.


� http://wcip2014.org/indigenous-peoples
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