37th session of the Human Rights Council

High-level panel discussion on violations of the human rights of children in the Syrian Arab Republic 
Concept note (as of 9 March 2018)
	Date and venue:
	13 March 2018, 9 - 11 a.m., Room XX, Palais des Nations, Geneva (will be broadcast live and archived on http://webtv.un.org)

	Objectives:
	This high-level panel discussion will address violations of human rights of children in the Syrian Arab Republic and will aim to:

(a) Identify major violations of the human rights of children in the Syrian Arab Republic, with a specific focus on attacks against children, including attacks on schools and hospitals and the denial of humanitarian access;
(b) Suggest possible joint efforts at all levels to protect the human rights of children in the Syrian Arab Republic;
(c) Provide suggestions on concrete ways to safeguard the human rights of children in the Syrian Arab Republic in the future.

	Chair: 
	H.E. Mr. Vojislav Šuc, President of the Human Rights Council

	Opening statements: 
	Ms. Kate Gilmore, United Nations Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Mr. Panos Moumtzis, United Nations Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria Crisis

	Moderator:
	Ms. Gunilla von Hall, Foreign Correspondent in Geneva for the Swedish newspaper Svenska Dagbladet

	Panellists:
	· Mr. Alaa Zaza, Founding Member, Hurras Network (Syrian Child Protection Network)
· Mr. Haysam Osman, Director, Children of One World
· Mr. Ibrahim Alkasem, Founding Member, Urnammu for Justice and Human Rights

	Outcome:
	The panel discussion will provide an opportunity for States and stakeholders to consider and recommend concrete ways to safeguard the human rights of children in the Syrian Arab Republic in the future, including via recommendations to be included in a report. A report on the high-level panel discussion in the form of a summary will be prepared by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and posted on the OHCHR website.

	Mandate: 
	In its resolution 36/20, the Human Rights Council decided to convene at its thirty-seventh session a high-level panel discussion on violations of the human rights of children in the Syrian Arab, in consultation with the Commission of Inquiry, with a specific focus on attacks against children, including attacks on schools and hospitals and denial of humanitarian access, featuring witness testimony and Syrian voices, including children’s views through appropriate and safe means, and requested the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to liaise with States and all stakeholders, including relevant United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, special procedures of the Council, national human rights institutions and civil society, with a view to ensuring their participation in the panel discussion (paragraph 54). The Council further requested OHCHR to prepare a summary report on the high-level panel discussion to be presented at its thirty-eighth session (paragraph 55).

	Format: 
	The duration of the panel discussion will be strictly limited to two hours. A maximum of one hour will be set aside for the podium, including opening statements, moderator comments, if any, panellist presentations, and their responses to questions and concluding remarks. Speaking time limits for the panellists and guests, if any, will be calculated based on the maximum one hour limit for the podium. 

States and observers, including national human rights institutions (NHRIs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), intervening from the floor will also have a maximum of one hour. Each speaker will have two minutes to raise issues and to ask panellists questions. The list of speakers for the discussion will be established at the beginning of the panel and, as per practice, statements by high-level dignitaries and groups will be moved to the beginning of the list. 

The practice of having two slots for Member and observer States (2x12), national human rights institutions (2x1) and non-governmental organizations (2x2) will be maintained but the possibility for panellists to intervene in-between will depend entirely on the time used at the start of the panel. 

Interpretation will be provided in the six United Nations official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish).

	Background:
	As the Syrian Arab Republic is experiencing its seventh year of armed conflict, violations and abuses of international human rights law and international humanitarian law continue to be committed on a daily basis by all parties to the conflict. Civilians are paying the highest cost as a result of indiscriminate or deliberate targeting of civilians, including attacks against hospitals and civilian objects such as schools. Approximately 5.3 million children are in need of humanitarian assistance. 1.75 million school age children and youth are out of school. Children remain disproportionately vulnerable to violence and abuse and their lives have been shaped by violence, fear and displacement. Syrian children suffer from attacks on civilians, lack of access to education and recruitment as child soldiers. In its resolution 36/20, the Human Rights Council expressed deep concern in this regard, and highlighted that access to education is of vital importance for the protection and development of children.

	Background documents:
	· Human Rights Council resolution 36/20 of 29 September 2017 on the human rights situation in the Syrian Arab Republic
· Monthly reports of the Secretary-General to the Security Council submitted pursuant to Security Council resolutions 2139 (2014), 2165 (2014), 2191 (2014) and 2258 (2015) are available at http://www.un.org/en/sc/documents/sgreports
· General Assembly resolution 71/248 of 21 December 2016 on the International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism to Assist in the Investigation and Prosecution of Persons Responsible for the Most Serious Crimes under International Law Committed in the Syrian Arab Republic since March 2011
· Periodic reports of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic are available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/IndependentInternationalCommission.aspx
· Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict, Conclusions on children and armed conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic (S/AC.51/2014/4), 26 November 2014
· Report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict (A/72/361–S/2017/821), 24 August 2017
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