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Requested information on good practices in the establishment, preservation and provision of access to national archives on human rights in Lithuania
1.1. Yes, Lithuania has a national archival policy on human rights, it’s enacted in Law on Documents and Archives of the Republic of Lithuania. It refers to limitations to the right of access to documents containing information on person’s private life, as well as to structured sets of personal data. Access to these documents is limited for a term of 30 years after that person’s death, and in the event of failure to determine the date of death – for a term of 100 years from his birth. If neither the date of birth nor the date of death of a person is determined, the access is limited for a term of 70 years from the creation of the documents. Moreover, access to the documents containing information regarding the persons who have admitted to secret collaboration with the intelligence agencies of the USSR and who have been entered on the record of the persons who have confessed, as well as in the cases when a person who suffered from the intelligence agencies of the USSR expresses his will on the limitation of use of the information on him until his death, is limited. The procedure for accessing and using the restricted documents, as well as the procedure according to which a person who suffered from the intelligence agencies of the USSR expresses his will on the limitation of use of the information on him is laid down by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania.
1.2. Yes, one of the purposes of Law on Documents and Archives of the Republic of Lithuania is to create a legal basis for the accumulation and administration of the National Documentary Fond so that the state’s documentary heritage, memory and the national identity would be preserved. It is clearly declared in the first article of the legislation.
1.3. Yes, Law on Documents and Archives sets the basic rules for managing state documents which include organisation of documents management, creation, arrangement and registration of documents, preservation of documents, retention periods and destruction of documents. It is defined which records are considered to be a part of National Documentary Fond as well. These general provisions are specified in other legal acts adopted by the Chief Archivist of Lithuania.
Law on Documents and Archives also sets the entities carrying out state administration of documents and archives and their functions in this field. At present, the state archival system consists of Office of the Chief Archivist of Lithuania, Lithuanian State Historical Archive, Lithuanian Central State Archive, Lithuanian State Modern Archive, Lithuanian Special Archive, Lithuanian Archive of Literature and Art and ten County archives. Their mandates are determined in regulations as well. 
1.4. Law on Documents and Archives establishes general rule that persons have the right of access to documents of the National Documentary Fond, except those documents the access to which is limited by the law. The limitations to the right of access to documents of the National Documentary Fond are also set out in this legislation: 
“Article 19. Access to Documents of the National Documentary Fond 
1. Persons shall have the right of access to documents of the National Documentary Fond, except those documents the access to which is limited by the law. Persons shall have the right of access to such documents in accordance with the procedure established by the said laws.
2. A person may acquaint himself with the documents, the access to which is not limited, in the premises of the documents holder or using legal access, guaranteed by the documents holder, to the stored electronic documents through electronic means of communication. A person who wishes to acquaint himself with the documents must apply to the document holder, submitting a written request. The person should not be obliged to give reasons for having access to documents.
3. The document holder must provide a person who seeks access to documents with available finding aids and the documents requested by him or their copies. A person shall get finding aids and have access to documents for free. When access to documents is possible only by means of special equipment or when copies of documents are made at the person’s request, the person must cover the expenses related to the display or copying of documents. If a document holder refuses to present the documents requested by a person, he must explain in writing the reasons of the refusal and the possibility to appeal against such refusal in accordance with the procedure laid down by the law.
Article 20. Limitations to the Right of Access to Documents of the National Documentary Fond
1. The right of access to the documents of the National Documentary Fond may be limited only by the law, with the aim of protecting:
1) national security, defence, international relations;
2) public safety;
3) privacy and other legitimate private interests;
4) prevention, investigation and prosecution of criminal activities;
5) the equality of parties concerning court proceedings; 
6) the economic, monetary and exchange rate policies of the state; 
7) commercial and other economic interests, be they public and private.
2. After the expiration of the time limits of the limitations on access to documents, fixed by the law, the documents must be made public and accessible.
3. Access to the documents of the special part of the National Documentary Fond, covered in paragraph 3 of Article 3 of this Law, shall not be limited. Access to the documents of the special part of the National Documentary Fond shall be regulated in accordance with the procedure laid down in paragraphs 2 and 3 of Article 19 of this Law. Access to the documents containing information regarding the persons who have admitted to secret collaboration with the intelligence agencies of the USSR and who have been entered on the record of the persons who have confessed, as well as in the cases when a person who suffered from the intelligence agencies of the USSR expresses his will on the limitation of use of the information on him until his death, shall be limited. The procedure for accessing and using the restricted documents, as well as the procedure according to which a person who suffered from the intelligence agencies of the USSR expresses his will on the limitation of use of the information on him shall be laid down by the Government of the Republic of Lithuania in compliance with this and other laws.
4. Access to activity documents of non-governmental organisations, private legal and natural persons, transferred by adding them to the National Documentary Fond, may be limited where this provided for in an agreement on the transfer of documents.
5. Access to the documents of the National Documentary Fond which contain information on person’s private life, as well as to structured sets of personal data shall be limited for a term of 30 years after that person’s death, and in the event of failure to determine the date of death – for a term of 100 years from his birth. If neither the date of birth nor the date of death of a person is determined, the access shall be limited for a term of 70 years from the creation of the documents, with the exception of the cases when the terms fixed in paragraph 3 of this Article shall apply.
6. Access to documents which are in bad physical condition may be limited until the improvement of the conditions of such documents or making of security copies thereof.”
http://www3.lrs.lt/pls/inter3/dokpaieska.showdoc_l?p_id=436564
Furthermore, Office of the Chief Archivist has intentions to prepare guidelines concerning access to documents which contain private information and structured sets of personal data in order to define concrete procedures dealing with such matters.
1.5. Yes, you may find some relevant information about electronic documents management here:

http://www.archyvai.lt/en/new.html
https://signa.mitsoft.lt/signa-web/app/index.html/ln/en 
1.6. - 1.7. Unfortunately, currently we don’t have possibilities to share any of our good practices on mentioned subjects in English.
1.8. All information concerning archival institutions, location, services, working hours, preserved documents, exhibitions and other organized events as well as other relevant information is available on website (www.archyvai.lt). Information is constantly updated with an aim to facilitate the use of archival services and generally promote access to archives. Information about archives is also spread throughout social networks such as Facebook or Twitter in order to engage more young people and promote access to archives among them.
2. Unfortunately, we don’t have any examples of our own good practices, but we recognize the significance of The Principles of Access to Archives adopted by International Council on Archives (ICA) and adhere to the Principles in formulating and implementing Lithuanian archival policy.
3. You may find relevant information here:  
http://ec.europa.eu/archival-policy/index_en.htm 

4. We consider that any document concerning archival policy on human rights adopted by international organization, including the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, would be useful and might become a guide in formulating national policy (for example,  the Universal Declaration on Archives adopted by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)).
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the Office of the Chief Archivist of Lithuania
