Statement by the delegation of Indonesia


Thank you Mr. President, 

My delegation has asked for the floor to express our satisfaction that we have just adopted the final document of the Conference. This document is the long-awaited culmination of all the hard work during the past two weeks. On this auspicious occasion it is fitting that we reflect on some of the more salient points. 

Involving the participation of so many countries, the document by its very nature is predestined to be a compromise. While a compromise may never fully satisfy all of one's aspirations, this document generally reflects our common views on human rights, an issue currently the focus of interest of the entire world. 

My delegation would like to express our appreciation to the Chairman of the Drafting Committee, Ambassador Saboia of Brazil, whose wisdom and skill have been very instrumental in our ability to achieving our objectives. Likewise, I would also like to express our appreciation to the Chairperson of the Preparatory Committee, Madam Warzazi of Morocco, for her valuable contribution to the preparatory works. 

We came to this Conference with diverse, if not opposing, views on many of the issues under consideration, and we have arrived at this final stage after intensive negotiations and mutual accommodations. We are pleased to see that issues which are important to my delegation have been addressed and incorporated into the document. Among these is the issue of universality. While there may initially have been a great deal of misunderstanding and misconception of each other's views on the subject, we are all the more pleased that the concept of universality has been reaffirmed and that at the same time it is now recognized that the promotion and protection of human rights should take into account the various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds of individual States. This is certainly in line with the views of the non-aligned countries as stated in the Final Document of the Jakarta Summit of 1992. It is noteworthy in this connection that the Final Document also stresses that it is the duty of States to promote and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

We have always believed that all human rights are vital and important by and for themselves. So are our efforts at accelerated national development, especially of the developing countries; both should be vigorously pursued and promoted. It is for these reasons that we are pleased that this Conference has been able to emphasize the principle that the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms at the national and international level should be conducted without attaching conditions. This would serve to foster both promotion and protection of human rights as well as international cooperation and assistance for socio-economic development. The Tenth Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement held in Jakarta last year attached great importance to this principle. 


We are equally pleased that the right to development as enunciated in the United Nations General Assembly Declaration of 1986 and in United Nations General Assembly resolution 41/128 has now also been reaffirmed as a universal and inalienable right as well as an integral part of fundamental human rights. 


My delegation notes with satisfaction that the final document has reaffirmed one of the most important purposes of the Charter of the United Nations, that is that of the promotion and protection of human rights should be based on international cooperation. This has been duly reflected in various parts of the final document dealing with principles and programme of actions. 


Another significant achievement reached during the final hours of our Conference is the affirmation of the principles of universality, objectivity and non-selectivity in the promotion and protection of human rights. 


It is essential to remember that as important a milestone as the adoption of this document is, it will be its implementation by which its true success is to be judged. 


We request that this statement be incorporated as part of the official records. 


Thank you Mr. President. 

