Statement by the delegation of Kenya


Thank you very much, Mr. President, for giving me the floor. 


When the decision was taken, Mr. President, to hold this Conference here, this year, this month, and discussions took place on its agenda, and as the preparatory process advanced, I became very worried that we might not succeed, so I negotiated some little betting with some of my colleagues (I chose five). We agreed that whoever would win would give 20 Swiss francs. So I said I would get 100 Swiss francs, but they said I would fail. I said, "Nevertheless, I shall insist that this Conference shall succeed". As the process advanced, I became even more worried I was going to lose my money. This morning I was very encouraged that there was going to be a final document but I don't think I'll get the 100 Swiss francs. I think they will refuse to give it to me. Anyway, I did not believe that I would get the 100 Swiss francs but I knew it was going to be extremely important to have a final document coming out of this Conference. 


Nevertheless, Mr. President, when I came here 18 days ago I was very, very worried. The issues were very difficult and some of them appeared to be, and indeed they were, too controversial to be resolved in such a very short period of time. The procedural wrangles worried me most but there was something in me which kept on telling me - listen, you must not give up, it is too important an exercise to be treated lightly, history will never ever forgive us if we fail in this undertaking. 


Mr. President, my greatest strength has been derived from one particular group, the African Group of nations, participating in this Conference and representing that mighty continent of Africa. Yes, Mr. President, I am speaking on behalf of the African Group, the Group for which I have been, I am, and I shall always be very proud. The Group that has throughout this Conference, and indeed throughout the preparatory process for this Conference, played a major role. Mr. President, it was actually in Africa that the idea of having this Conference this year really originated. Whether in Nairobi, in Tunis or elsewhere in Africa, our leaders and Governments have done their utmost in addressing the question of human rights and I need not over-emphasize the crucial role the African Group has played, whether individually or collectively, during the Conference we are about to close this evening. Mr. President, Africa has made a contribution. To your right is Dr. Ibrahima Fall, an illustrious son of Africa, and further to you right is Madame Halima Warzazi, an illustrious daughter of Africa. We have given you everything that we have and we will continue to give you everything that Africa has. Mr. President, I wish to assure you, Sir, that the African countries will do their level best to participate in the implementation process of, and overall follow-up to this Conference. 


On behalf of the African Group, therefore, Mr. President, I wish to thank you and your Government and delegation for everything you have done to facilitate our negotiations during this extremely important Conference. May I also thank your entire bureau, and in particular the chairpersons of the two main committees, two main bodies of this conference. I wish to thank Ambassador Gilberto Saboia and Madame Halima Warzazi, as well as the Rapporteur-General of this Conference, Dr. Kedzia, for the excellent job they have done. I wish further to thank, Mr. President, my counterparts, my regional coordinators, the regional coordinators of the other regional groups, with whom we have had constructive and close consultations and contacts, with a view to finding ways and means of bringing together our minds. Mr. President, may I also thank the entire secretariat and the interpreters and everybody else who has helped us, security personnel, the drivers who have brought us here ;and taken us back to our hotels - everybody has done an excellent job. 


Mr. President, we hope that some time in the future we shall have time to come back and see what this beautiful city has to offer - that is one regret that I have. But we have succeeded and we thank you very much and we hope that we shall participate in the implementation of this final document to the best of the abilities of our respective Governments. I thank you very much, Mr. President. 

