Statement by the delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania


Thank you, Mr. President. 


Mr. President, we have now come to the close of this very important and historic conference. Tanzania would wish to join in with the rest of the delegates to congratulate you, Mr. President, for the long enduring task you have had over the last two weeks. Your patience, your wisdom and guidance have enabled this Conference to come to this very successful and peaceful conclusion. In a similar vein, we would also wish to express our similar sentiments to the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee, the Chairman of the Main Committee for the excellent work done, to the Secretary-General, the secretariat officials, the Rapporteur, and to the Austrian Government and officials and interpreters who, throughout the time of the Conference, have tirelessly rendered assistance to the Conference, for which we all are very grateful. 


Mr. President, in particular, as regards the declaration, Tanzania notes with satisfaction the recommendation on the establishment of an Office of a High Commissioner for Human Rights. This is a wise decision by the Conference but the matter should be given more time for in-depth consideration. Given time, Mr. President, then the matter would finally be decided and implemented rather than being rushed to finality now. 


Mr. President, as we are all set to go back to our respective homes, we will remember the good work and stay that we have had in Vienna with pride. The declaration as adopted is sufficient testimony of the serious commitment of the international community to the sustenance of human rights in our respective jurisdictions. Mr. President, my delegation strongly hopes and believes that the declaration and resolution which we have passed with acclamation would only be meaningful if marked with action. As we go home, let us all strive and endeavour to put into action all that we have put down int he declaration. Back home, Mr. President, let us all and at all times comply with the spirit of the declaration. In that way, Mr. President, our stay and hard work at this Conference in Vienna will be justified. Double standards or inconsistent interpretations of the various clauses of the declaration in the course of our implementation of the terms of the declaration should be avoided, else our hard work and long hours spent at the Conference would be negated. From Vienna, Mr. President, let us all return to our respective countries with greater hope and inspiration for a more successful decade, a decade of unblemished record of human rights. 


Mr. President, once again I wish to express our appreciation and thanks to all and wish each and every one of the delegates a good journey back home. Thank you, Mr. President. 

