Statement by the delegation of the United States of America


Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 


Mr. Chairman, the World Conference on Human Rights, meeting in Vienna, has produced a strong forward-looking document, one that reaffirms the universality of human rights and the basic principles my country has stood for. The Vienna Declaration marks the acknowledgment by the international community that these values are shared by all peoples. The attention this Conference has paid to the rights of women, minorities and the indigenous proves that human rights principles are being extended to new areas and that the protection of individuals remains paramount for the human rights community. This Conference has also broken new ground in showing the profound relationship between human rights, democracy and development. The Conference has also signalled that gross violations such as torture, enforced disappearances, extrajudicial executions and arbitrary detention must be stopped. 


The commitment expressed in the document to improved implementation and enhanced advisory services and technical cooperation, reinforced by a well-funded Centre for Human Rights, will lead to major improvements, we hope, in the effectiveness of United Nations human rights machinery in the coming years. We are pleased that the Conference has recommended that the United Nations General Assembly take up, as a matter of priority, the establishment of a High Commissioner for Human Rights for the promotion and protection of all human rights. 


The participation of non-governmental organizations has made an enormous contribution to the work of the Conference and has enriched the final document. We are confident that non-governmental organizations will become an ever more important force for justice and freedom worldwide, since they represent the voices of a powerful grass-roots movement for human rights and democracy. 


Mr. Chairman, these far-reaching action goals will only be reached if the international community commits itself to their achievement. Mr. Chairman, the United States is proud to help launch this commitment in Vienna. 


I would like to say just a few words about reservations that we continue to have about the language found in some parts of the final document, in particular, any implication that foreign occupation is a human rights violation per se, and the fact that this Conference failed in some respects to support freedom of the press as powerfully as we had wished. 


Mr. Chairman, we believe that freedom of the press, along with freedom of opinion, lies at the core of the democratic process. Paragraph 26 calls upon States to guarantee freedom and protection of the press within the framework of national law. While this provision can and must be read as consistent with international standards of a free press, and with the strong reaffirmation of the principle of universality in this declaration, we think the Conference could and should have clearly and unambiguously articulated a more general and far-reaching principle concerning freedom of the press. We are also disappointed at the omission of a reference to anti-Semitism which, we believe, along with other forms of racism and racial discrimination, constitutes a serious violation of human rights. 


We congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, as well as Secretary-General Fall, Ambassador Saboia, who so skilfully chaired the Drafting Committee, and Mme Warzazi, who chaired the Main Committee, all conference participants, the secretariat, the officers of the Conference, and the officials of our host country and city for the splendid work they have all done. 


Mr. Chairman, I request the statement I have just made to be incorporated into the official proceedings of the Conference. 


Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

