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ABOUT THE VOLUNTARY FUND FOR VICTIMS OF TORTURE 
 
 
 The Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture, established in 1981 by the 
General Assembly, receives voluntary contributions for distribution to non-
governmental organizations providing humanitarian assistance to victims of torture 
and their relatives. It also funds projects for training healthcare professionals 
specialized in the treatment of victims of torture. 
 
 The Fund is administered by the Secretary-General, who is advised by a Board 
of Trustees composed of five members representing the five regional groups. They are 
Krassimir Kanev (Bulgaria), Sonia Picado (Costa Rica), Savitri Goonesekere (Sri 
Lanka), Joseph Oloka-Onyango (Uganda) and Derrick Pounder (United Kingdom).  
 
 The Fund has received $8,736,785 in total contributions in 2005, money which 
has funded 186 projects. Since its inception in 1982, some 500 projects have received 
funding.  
 
 For more information on the Fund and how to contribute to it, please visit: 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/about/funds/torture/.  
 
 For the perspective of organizations that have received funding, you may 
contact: 
 
 The Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture 
 Andrew Hogg , tel: +44 20 76 97 7777 
 
 Comité Médical pour les exilés 
 Dr. Arnaud Veisse, tel: +33 1 4521 3840 
 
 Comité para la Defensa de la Salud, la Ética y los Derechos Humanos 
 Dr. Norberto Liwski, tel: +54 11 4384 9174  
 
 
ABOUT OHCHR 
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) helps protect and promote all 
human rights around the world.  Headquartered in Geneva, the Office is also present in over 40 countries. OHCHR 
works to ensure the enforcement of universally recognized human rights norms, including through promoting both 
the universal ratification and implementation of human rights treaties and respect for the rule of law. It also aims to 
remove obstacles to the full realization of all human rights and to prevent or stop human rights abuses. For more 
information please visit www.ohchr.org 

*-*-* 

    

UNITED NATIONS 
 

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER  
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 


