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I.
ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

A. 
States parties to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance
1. As at 30 March 2012, the closing date of the second session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, there were 31 States parties to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and 91 signatory States which had not yet ratified or acceded to the Convention.  The Convention was adopted on 20 December 2006 during the sixty-first session of the General Assembly by resolution A/RES/61/177.  The Convention was opened for signature on 6 February 2007. In accordance with its article 39(1), the Convention entered into force on 23 December 2010.  

2. A list of States parties to the Convention, as at 30 March 2012, is contained in annex I of this report.

B. 
Opening of the second session 
3. 
The second session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances was opened by the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, who highlighted the importance of the work of the Committee.  In her statement, the High Commissioner stressed the need to strengthen the treaty body system and encouraged the Committee to become involved in this process. She mentioned the Dublin II Outcome as a source of inspiration for the development of the Committee’s working methods. The High Commissioner also welcomed the thematic discussion on women and children to be held during the current session and urged the Committee to maintain full focus on this issue in its futures proceedings, including through the reporting process. 

4. 
The Chair, Emmanuel Decaux, while thanking the High Commissioner for her inspiring words, stressed the importance of close collaboration among all stakeholders in achieving the common goal of eliminating enforced disappearances. Mr. Decaux also emphasized that the Treaty body strengthening by streamlining the system should not become an impediment to the effective implementation of the mandate of the Committee, but rather it should serve to increase the efficiency of the work of the Committee. 
5. 
In his opening statement, the Chair emphasized the need for a universal ratification of the Convention, which should concern all countries. Mr. Decaux stated that the Committee has three priorities: to react to urgent appeals and deal with communications in an effective way with the aim to protect victims and their relatives; to respond to States parties reports in a rapid and innovative way, and to implement the provisions of articles 30, 31, 32, 33 and 34. The Chair emphasized that while the Committee members were the guardians of the Convention, it is a common responsibility to implement the Convention so that it can bear fruit after 30 years of efforts.
6.
The two statements were followed by an exchange of views between the High Commissioner and the Committee members, who asked how OHCHR regional and field offices could help in disseminating information on the Convention and promoting its ratification. In her reply, the High Commissioner stressed the commitment of the OHCHR regional and field offices in and the promotion of the ratification of the Convention, in its implementation as well as in assisting State Parties to comply with their reporting obligations.
C. Observance of a minute of silence in remembrance of the victims of enforced disappearance
7.
At the end of his intervention, the Chair invited all those present to observe a minute of silence in remembrance of the victims of enforced disappearance.

D. 
Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
8.
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda for the second session (CED/C/2/2) with the oral amendment which reflected the meeting schedule with other United Nations agencies, organs and departments, Intergovernmental Organizations and National Human Rights Institutions.
E. 
Membership of the Committee

9.
The Committee on Enforced Disappearances was established in accordance with article 26, paragraph 1, of the Convention. The first 10 members of the Committee were elected by the Conference of States parties on 31 May 2011 and their mandates took effect on 1 July 2011.  

A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is contained in annex II of the present report.  All members attended the session.

II.

ACTION TAKEN DURING THE SECOND SESSION

A. Working methods
10.
The Committee discussed the following issues related to its working methods and agreed   on:
a) Reporting guidelines, to assist States to fulfill their reporting obligations under the Convention; and

b) Methods of work with regard to its activities under articles 30, 31 and 33 of the Convention. 

B.
  Decisions
11.
The Committee decided on: 


a. 
The revision of its rules of procedure; 


b. 
The adoption of guidelines and forms for the requests of urgent action under      article 30, and submission of complaints under article 31; 

c. 
The strategy to encourage States to ratify the Convention;

d. 
The Development of model laws and other matters; 


e.
The adoption of its Annual Report to the 67th session of the General Assembly; 

f.
The endorsement of the Dublin II Outcome Document on the treaty body strengthening process; 


g. 
The adoption of its second session informal report;


h. 
The agenda for third session;


i. 
The establishment of the Working Group on rules of procedures regarding individual complaints mechanism under article 31; 


j. 
The dates of the third meeting of the Committee which will be held from 29 October to 9 November 2012. 

C.  Future sessions
12.
In accordance with the calendar of conferences adopted by the General Assembly, the Committee confirmed the dates of its third session, to be held from 29 October - 9 November 2012 in Geneva.  The Committee wishes to have an interval of six-month between its third session and fourth session in 2013. 
III. 
THEMATIC DISCUSSIONS 
A. Thematic discussion on non-State actors and enforced disappearances

13. 
On 28 March 2012, the Committee held a thematic discussion on non-State actors and enforced disappearances in closed session with the participation of representatives of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination and of the Geneva Academy on International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights. The main purpose of the discussion was to envisage ways to engage State parties on the specific issue of non-State actors and enforced disappearance as well as to further define and clarify States’ obligations under article 3 of the Convention and how these obligations differ from the general obligations of the States to investigate and prosecute crimes which fall within the boundary of domestic criminal law. 

B.  Thematic discussion on women, children and enforced disappearances
14.
On 29 March 2012, the Committee held a thematic discussion on women, children and enforced disappearances in closed session with the participation of representatives of UNICEF and the International Committee of the Red Cross. The purpose of the meeting was to highlight the specificities of the two groups under the Convention, in particular under article 25. During the meeting the gender dimension of the enforced disappearances of women victims of enforced disappearances and relatives of disappeared persons was highlighted and ways to engage States to have a gender focus in their reporting obligations were discussed. Participants also discussed the complex dimension of the identification of the children victims and the implications in balancing the best interests of the child and the interests of their biological families and relatives.

IV.
RELATIONS WITH STAKEHOLDERS
A. Meeting with States
15.
On 29 March 2012, the Committee held a public meeting with States which was attended by 12 States parties, 6 signatory States, and 6 States which have neither signed nor ratified the Convention. The Chair updated the States on the initial work of the Committee including the revision and adoption of the rules of procedure, the adoption of state reporting guidelines as well as the development of practical tools, such as forms to be used under the urgent action procedure and the individual complaints mechanism under articles 30 and 31, respectively. The Chair also briefly explained the different mandates of the Committee and the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances and expressed the commitment to work closely with the Working Group. Several States stressed the importance of the meeting in raising the awareness of the importance of the Convention and encouraging States to ratify the Convention. The list of the participants is included in annex IV. 

B. Meeting with UN agencies, other UN mechanisms, and National Human Rights Institutions

16.
On 29 March 2012, the Committee held a public meeting with representatives of the UN agencies, other UN mechanisms, Intergovernmental Organizations and National Human Rights Institutions. Representatives of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, UNICEF, the International Committee of the Red Cross and the International Coordinating Committee of National Human Rights Institutions participated in the meeting. 

17. 
The representatives welcomed the opportunity to share the views and experiences with the Committee and stressed the importance of the Convention as a tool to prevent and fight against enforced disappearances. They expressed their firm commitment to work closely with the Committee. In particular, the representative of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances emphasized the importance of close cooperation between the Committee and the Working Group in achieving the common goal.  The important role which could be played by the National Human Rights Institutions in urgent actions, communications, follow-up procedures, and cooperation during the Committee’s country visits, was stressed. The list of the participants is included in annex IV. 

C. Meeting with Non-Governmental Organizations and other stakeholders
18. 
On 27 March 2012, the Committee members participated in an academic discussion, hosted by the Geneva Academy on International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, on the future challenges of the Committee. 

19. 
On 29 March 2012, the Committee held a public meeting with non-governmental organizations. The Committee welcomed the support of NGOs and underlined the importance of close cooperation in raising awareness about the Convention. The Committee also reminded the important roles of NGOs in assisting victims of enforced disappearances accessing individual communication procedure. During the discussion, the representatives raised their concern over the limited number of States parties accepting the Committee’s competence under articles 31 and 32.  The representatives stated that they hope to be able to fully utilize the complaints mechanisms under the Convention in near future. The list of the participants is included in the annex IV. 

ANNEXES

Annex I

States parties to the Convention at the time of the second session 

	Participant
	Signature
	Accession(a), Ratification

	Albania*
	6 Feb 2007 
	8 Nov 2007 

	Algeria
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Argentina*
	6 Feb 2007 
	14 Dec 2007 

	Armenia
	10 Apr 2007 
	24 Jan 2011 

	Austria
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Azerbaijan
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Belgium*
	6 Feb 2007 
	2 Jun 2011 

	Benin
	19 Mar 2010 
	

	Bolivia
	6 Feb 2007 
	17 Dec 2008 

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Brazil
	6 Feb 2007 
	29 Nov 2010 

	Bulgaria
	24 Sep 2008 
	

	Burkina Faso
	6 Feb 2007 
	3 Dec 2009 

	Burundi
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Cameroon
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Cape Verde
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Chad
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Chile*
	6 Feb 2007 
	8 Dec 2009 

	Colombia
	27 Sep 2007 
	

	Comoros
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Congo
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Costa Rica
	6 Feb 2007 
	16 Feb 2012

	Croatia
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Cuba*
	6 Feb 2007 
	2 Feb 2009 

	Cyprus
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Denmark
	25 Sep 2007 
	

	Ecuador*
	24 May 2007 
	20 Oct 2009 

	Finland
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	France*
	6 Feb 2007 
	23 Sep 2008 

	Gabon
	25 Sep 2007 
	19 Jan 2011 

	Germany*
	26 Sep 2007 
	24 Sep 2009 

	Ghana
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Greece
	1 Oct 2008 
	

	Grenada
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Guatemala
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Haiti
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Honduras
	6 Feb 2007 
	1 Apr 2008 

	Iceland
	1 Oct 2008 
	

	India
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Indonesia
	27 Sep 2010 
	

	Iraq
	
	23 Nov 2010 a

	Ireland
	29 Mar 2007 
	

	Italy
	3 Jul 2007 
	

	Japan+
	6 Feb 2007 
	23 Jul 2009 

	Kazakhstan
	
	27 Feb 2009 a

	Kenya
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Lao People's Democratic Republic
	29 Sep 2008 
	

	Lebanon
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Lesotho
	22 Sep 2010 
	

	Liechtenstein
	1 Oct 2007 
	

	Lithuania
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Luxembourg
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Madagascar
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Maldives
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Mali*
	6 Feb 2007 
	1 Jul 2009 

	Malta
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Mauritania
	27 Sep 2011 
	

	Mexico
	6 Feb 2007 
	18 Mar 2008 

	Monaco
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Mongolia
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Montenegro*
	6 Feb 2007 
	20 Sep 2011 

	Morocco
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Mozambique
	24 Dec 2008 
	

	Netherlands
	29 Apr 2008 
	23 Mar 2011 

	Niger
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Nigeria
	
	27 Jul 2009 a

	Norway
	21 Dec 2007 
	

	Palau
	20 Sep 2011 
	

	Panama
	25 Sep 2007 
	24 Jun 2011 

	Paraguay
	6 Feb 2007 
	3 Aug 2010 

	Portugal
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Republic of Moldova
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Romania
	3 Dec 2008 
	

	Samoa
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Senegal
	6 Feb 2007 
	11 Dec 2008 

	Serbia*
	6 Feb 2007 
	18 May 2011 

	Sierra Leone
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Slovakia
	26 Sep 2007 
	

	Slovenia
	26 Sep 2007 
	

	Spain*
	27 Sep 2007 
	 24 Sep 2009 

	St. Vincent and the Grenadines
	29 Mar 2010 
	

	Swaziland
	25 Sep 2007 
	

	Sweden
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Switzerland
	19 Jan 2011 
	

	The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Thailand                                            

Togo
	9 Jan 2012

27 Oct 2010 
	

	Tunisia
	6 Feb 2007 
	29 Jun 2011 

	Uganda
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	United Republic of Tanzania
	29 Sep 2008 
	

	Uruguay*
	6 Feb 2007 
	4 Mar 2009 

	Vanuatu
	6 Feb 2007 
	

	Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)*
	21 Oct 2008 
	

	Zambia
	27 Sep 2010 
	4 Apr 2011 


States marked with an asterisk (*) have made declarations recognizing the competence of the Committee under articles 31 and/or 32 of the Convention. The full text of declarations and reservations made by States Parties can be found at the following link:
 http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-16&chapter=4&lang=en
Annex II

Membership of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances

	Name
	Nationality
	Term expires

	Mr. Mohammed AL-OBAIDI
	Iraq
	30 June 2013

	Mr. Mamadou Badio CAMARA
	Senegal
	30 June 2015

	Mr. Emmanuel DECAUX
	France
	30 June 2015

	Mr. Alvaro GARCÉ GARCÍA Y SANTOS 
	Uruguay
	30 June 2015

	Mr. Luciano HAZAN
	Argentina
	30 June 2013

	Mr. Rainer HUHLE
	Germany
	30 June 2015

	Ms. Suela JANINA
	Albania
	30 June 2015

	Mr. Juan José LÓPEZ ORTEGA 
	Spain
	30 June 2013

	Mr. Enoch MULEMBE
	Zambia
	30 June 2013

	Mr. Kimio YAKUSHIJI
	Japan
	30 June 2013


Annex III


Agenda of the second session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances

1. Opening of the session, in accordance with article 26, paragraph 7, of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. 

2. Minute of silence in remembrance of victims of enforced disappearances. 

3. Adoption of the agenda. 

4. Provisional rules of procedure. 

5. Communications, information and requests received by the Committee. 

6. Matters related to the methods of work of the Committee: 


(a) Methods of work related to articles 30, 31 and 33 of the Convention; 


(b) Ratification strategy, development of model laws and other matters. 

7. Thematic discussion under the Convention. 

8. Meeting with United Nations Member States 
9. Meeting with UN agencies, other UN mechanisms, and National Human Rights Institutions
10. Meeting with non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders. 

11. Programme of work of the third session. 

12. Treaty-body strengthening update. 

13. Report of the Committee to the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh session.
Annex IV
List of participants

Meeting with States 

Albania, Andorra, Angola, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Cyprus, Denmark, Eritrea, France, Germany, Georgia, Greece, Italy, Iraq, Japan, Kazakhstan, Mexico, Moldova, Morocco, Netherlands, Panama, Paraguay, Russia, Serbia, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, Uganda.
Meeting with UN agencies, organs and departments, Intergovernmental Organisations and National Human Rights Institutions

Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, United Nations Children Fund, International Committee of the Red Cross, International Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights. 

Meeting with NGOs

Alkarama Foundation, Amnesty International, Association for the Prevention of Torture, Geneva for Human Rights-Global Training, International Commission of Jurists, Kurdish Center for Legal Studies and Consultancy, Organisation Mondiale Contre la Torture, Pax Romana ICNICA/MIIC.
Annex V
Draft programme of work for the third session of the Committee

1.
Opening of the session, in accordance with article 26, paragraph 7, of the 
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance.

2.
Minute of silence in remembrance of victims of enforced disappearances.

3.
Adoption of the agenda.

4.
Communications, information and requests received by the Committee.

5.
Matters related to the methods of work of the Committee:

 

(a)   Methods of work related to articles 30, 31 and 33 of the Convention;

(b)   Ratification strategy, development of model laws and other matters.

6.
Consideration of reports of State Parties to the Convention.
7. 
Thematic discussions on:



(a)  Human trafficking and enforced disappearances; 



(b)  Principles of non-refoulement, expulsion, extradition under article 16. 

8.
Day of general discussion under the Convention on the Responsibility of States and non-State actors.
9.
Meeting with the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances and other UN agencies and mechanisms.

10.
Programme of work of the fourth session.

11.
Treaty-body strengthening update.

12.
Discussion on the Presentation of the Annual Report of the Committee to the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh session.
________________
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