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José Francisco Cali Tzay
4 av. 2-25 Zona 1, Tecpán Chimaltenango

Guatemala.

(502) 3032-3332
franciscocali@hotmail.com
	Nationality 
	Guatemala

	Committee 
	Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

	Date First Elected 
	14/01/2004

	Date Term Expires 
	19/01/2020

	Professional Background 
	Ambassador of Guatemala in Germany and concurrent Ambassador in Poland and Ukraine.

Human Rights Head office, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Sept 2008 – March 2013.

2005-2006: Consultant to the Vice President Office, as consultant for Indigenous Issues.
2003 – 2004: President of the National Reparation Program for the Victims of the Internal Conflict in Guatemala.
2001 to 2004: Presidential Commission against Racism and Discrimination against Indigenous Peoples of Guatemala.

1995 to 2002: Founder and coordinator of the Indigenous Rights Program of the Human Rights Legal Action Centre (CALDH).

1986 to 1995: Centre for Integrated Studies and Community Development (CEIDEC): liaison between Guatemalan peasant movement and the international community; responsibility for peasant projects.

1982 to 1985:
Various kinds of work, Vancouver, Canada.

	Educational Background
	2013- Comparative and Indigenous Peoples Law, University of Oklahoma.
2005-2011: Mariano Galvez University, Chimaltenango Chapter, pending the professional technical examination, to qualify for the title of lawyer and notary and a Law Degree.
2004: High School Degree.

1975 to 1978:
General studies, Dr. Imrich Fischmann Vocational Technical Institute (Guatemala City).

Did not complete course; subsequently self-taught.

Other studies, planning courses, lobbying and project development.

	Current occupation 
	March 2008 to 31 December 2012, Director for Human Rights on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Guatemala.

	Language
	English, Spanish (Español), Cakchiquel

	Working Language
	English, Spanish

	
	Other main activities:
 1995 Founder and coordinator of the Indigenous Rights Programme of the Human Rights Legal Action Centre (CALDH).
October 1991 to April 1993:
Political adviser to Nobel Peace Prizewinner Rigoberta Menchú Tum. 

1985 to date:
Advocacy work with the Working Group on Indigenous Populations, the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, United Nations.
1987 to 1993:
Alternate for Rigoberta Menchú, member of the Presiding Officers of the International Indian Treaty Council (IITC).
1997 to 2000:
Vice-Chair, Presiding Officers of IITC.
2000:
Chair, Presiding Officers of IITC.
1996:
Coordinator, Standing Committee on Constitutional Reform for Indigenous Peoples.
Founder of two indigenous/peasant organizations: 

Unión del Pueblo Maya de Guatemala (UPMAG, Union of Mayan Peoples of Guatemala) (1995); 

Comité Campesino del Altiplano (CCDA, Altiplano Peasants’ Committee) (1982).
Founding Member of the Human Rights Legal Action Centre (CALDH), 1995.
Member: 

Board of Management, Centre for Integrated Studies and Community Development (CEIDEC);
Board of Management, Cholsamaj Foundation. 

Lobbied Governments of Guatemala and Mexico to sponsor resolution on the creation of the legal figure of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people.
Responsible for lobbying political parties in connection with proposal for constitutional reforms on indigenous peoples.
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 Acknowledgement (Awards):
	July 25, 2006, order Kaji Imox Beleje Kat, in honor for the personal and professional career in defense of the rights of indigenous peoples, municipality of Tecpan Guatemala, Chimaltenango.

October 1 2009, International Award for equality and against discrimination 2009, National Council to prevent discrimination, Mexico.

June 22 2011, recognition for his work in the defense of the rights of indigenous peoples, in the context of the 25th anniversary of Chirapaq, Lima Peru.

June 28 to July 1, invited to be witness of honor of the National Commission for truth and reconciliation of Canada.


