UN experts and partners mourn the loss of two advocates for the human rights of migrants
GENEVA (18 December 2018) — The Committee for the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (CMW) and the Steering Committee for the Promotion of the Ratification of the Convention for the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families
 are deeply saddened by the recent passing of Mr. Abdelhamid El Jamri of Morocco and Ms. Khedidja Ladjel of Algeria both long-serving members of the Committee.

Mr. El Jamri passed away on 6 November 2018 and was one of the longest serving members of the Committee.  He was elected to the Committee in 2004.  He held the positions of Chair for three terms (2008 to 2014) – the only member to do so, Vice-Chair and Rapporteur.  
According to the current Chair of the Committee, Mr. Ahmadou Tall, Mr. El Jamri was truly the backbone of the Committee and played an active role in its work, in particular with respect to promoting the Convention and the work of the Committee in various international and regional meetings and fora, including most recently regarding the Global Compact on Migration process.  
Mr. Ahmed El Borai and Mr. Prasad Kariyawasam joined the Committee at the same time as Mr. El Jamri.  According to Mr. El Borai, Mr. El Jamri was a true champion of the human rights of all migrant workers and members of their families.  Mr. Kariyawasam asserted that Mr. El Jamri was greatly respected among advocates for migrants’ rights and colleagues; and will be remember for his leadership, unwavering commitment to migrants’ rights, delightful sense of humour, and most of all his friendship.     
Mr. Patrick Taran, President of Global Migration Policy Associates, stated that Mr. El Jamri, considered a pillar of the Moroccan overseas community, was a migrant and migrant worker by definition, born in Morocco, long-time resident of France, holding dual nationality, and in effect living and working in Africa and Europe over several decades. He was a founding member of the Global Migration Policy Associates, and 
leading executive member of the Moroccan tripartite Economic, Social and Environmental Council, the Council of the Moroccan Community Living Abroad (CCMW) and numerous other national and international bodies.  
Ms. Ladjel passed away on 22 June 2018. She was elected to the Committee in 2012 and was a member of the Bureau of the Committee.  Ms. Ladjelk will be remembered for her many contributions to the work of the Committee, including establishing its first work-plan to strengthen the working methods of the Committee, increasing coordination with partners and advocacy initiatives.  

According to Mr. Tall, the Chair of the Committee, Ms. Ladjel was very active and not only took the lead in the reviews of reports by many States parties, but also conducted capacity-building training workshops on reporting, and played a key role in the elaboration of the joint general comments adopted by the CMW Committee and the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the human rights of children in the context of international migration.  

Her impressive background in human rights as well as her professional experience on legislation and policy with respect to the rights of women and children provided valuable expertise to the Committee in its recommendations to States on the implementation of obligations under the Convention, stated Ms. Maria Landazuri, Vice-Chair of the Committee. Ms. Ladjel’s death leaves a gap that will be very hard to fill; She was very much loved and respected by her colleagues on the Committee and will be dearly missed by all, stated Ms. Jasminka Dzumhur, Vice Chair of the Committee.
Background 

The Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families monitors States parties’ adherence to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families. The Committee is made up of 14 members who are independent human rights experts drawn from around the world, who serve in their personal capacity and not as representatives of States parties. Learn more with our videos on the Treaty Body system and on the Committee on Migrant Workers.
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	� The Steering Committee is comprised of intergovernmental agencies and leading international human rights, church, labour, migrant and women’s organizations. Members include Caritas Internationalis, Global Migration Policy Associates, Graduate Institute of Geneva, Human Rights Watch (HRW), International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC), International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH), International Labour Office (ILO), International Organization for Migration (IOM), Migrant Forum in Asia (MFA), Migrants Rights International (MR1), Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Public Services International (PSI), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), and World Council of Churches (WCC). It also included two observer organizations: Amnesty International (AI) and International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC). 








