
 

 
 

The voice of organized working children and adolescents from Latin America in the Day 

of General Discussion 

 

The working children and adolescents (NNATs) of different times have been organizing 

in Latin America for 42 years, the organization of NNATs was initiated by the compan-

ions of Peru. The reality of the majority population of the families of our continent is 

misery and extreme poverty, many times they don't even have enough to eat, and we 

defend that dignified work and organization are tools to face this reality. 

 

That is why we have created the Latin American and Caribbean Movement of Working 

Children and Adolescents, currently with 9 countries that make up our organization. At 

our 10th Latin American Meeting held in Asunción - Paraguay in August 2018, we have 

considered from the Latin American Coordination of our movement to be part of the 

Day of General Discussion promoted by the Committee on the Rights of the Child in Ge-

neva. We believe that it is a rich and timely process in which as working children and 

adolescents who fight for our rights in an organized way, we can share our views and 

proposals for a better world. For this reason, we have promoted our own consultations 

with some organizations and grassroots groups, specifically in Paraguay, Peru and Ar-

gentina, and the other countries have collaborated in the construction of this presenta-

tion document. We have used the guide built for this purpose and have adapted it in 

different ways for each of the groups with whom we have carried out the consultation. 

 
As a result of this, we want to make our voices heard, thus responding to the Presentation 
Guide provided by the organizers of the Day of General Discussion. 
 
 

Children and adolescents as human rights defenders 

 

For us as the Latin American and Caribbean Movement of Working Children and Adoles-

cents - MOLACNATs are effectively human rights defenders who work to defend their 

own rights and to defend the rights of others, in particular their peers. We believe that 

working children, organized children, peasant children, indigenous children, all those 

who fight for their rights in the world should be recognized as human rights defenders. 
 
 

Capacities and challenges of children and adolescents as human rights defenders 

 

We fight to be recognized as working children and adolescents, who are part of society and 

not to be criminalized for defending our right to work. In addition, we fight for the rights of 

all children. We do it through marches, meetings, through protest actions, always being up 

to date through organization, training, being responsible in the community and school, in 

our work activities and with our families. 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

We think that our role as an organization, and at an individual level, is to comply with 

the groups we are in, with the obligations we have, share information, help those in 

need, integrate children into our groups, debate, dialogue and transfer knowledge. For 

all this, adults must accompany us, support us and provide information, they must listen 

to us more and speak less. Respect our spaces and support us. Let us know what they 

think, but respect our opinions and support them. 

 

To us as MOLACNATs, it seems that a child or adolescent who fights for some right, for 

his or her own right, can be recognized as a defender of human rights, but we under-

stand that it is the organization that guarantees us to fully exercise that condition. In the 

organization we know the reality of others, and we have the opportunity to give 

strength to the different voices. Many times there, in the organization, we learn about 

our roots, we discover our capacities and abilities and we help each other grow to-

gether. That is why we say that the organization is the space through which we can fully 

exercise the defense of human rights. 
 
 

Obstacles 

 

For example, at the local level there are parents who do not understand and do not give 

permission for our activities, others who listen and support their children, but at the na-

tional level it is very difficult to move without resources, sometimes we do not count on 

tickets or we do not have money to do the activities. In our case, it is even more compli-

cated at the international level, for example, last year, 2017, the International Labour Or-

ganization - ILO organized the 4th Global Conference on Child Labour, and the only ones 

we could not attend were the organized working children, they were going to talk and 

make decisions about us, but they did it without us. According to the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child we have the right to give our opinion and to be heard, and we had to 

do an event that was organized by our companions in Argentina, which was called 

GRITAZO POR NUESTROS DERECHOS [OUTCRY FOR OUR RIGHTS]. And we gathered at the 

Obelisk of Buenos Aires [in front of the conference building] so that, at least the people 

who passed by, could listen to us. 
 
 
 

Empowerment 

 

Many adults, who for us are collaborators, support us in our organizations at the grass-

roots, listen to us, give us advice, provide information and they also say their opinion, 

without it having no value what a child says. There are adult organizations that even help 

us financially to do our activities, our meetings to discuss and learn more about our rights. 

We want them to accompany us in the marches, in the protests and fight with us, that's 

what we want. And we want to have a voice and a vote when decisions are made about 

working children or children in general. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Other children and adolescents 

 

Other children and adolescents can be reached through campaigns on protagonist 

participation, doing training workshops among ourselves with a gender focus, be-

cause girls are often left out. 

 

It is necessary to have spaces to get together to talk. To strengthen our grassroots 

groups, our organizations in the countries and our movement at the Latin American 

level. We all need to be heard. 

 

For example, there are many working children who are not organized, and if we reach 

them and they tell us their reality, the problems that happen, and we talk to them 

about the organization, they will surely want to add up and will be able to fight better 

for their rights, and if we are many more, we will be stronger. 

 

Risks: When we struggle to be recognized as working children, we are criminalized. 

They say we can't, we shouldn't work. And so many of our companions are perse-

cuted. 

 

Also when there are marches or protests the police repress, and the government 

should stop doing that. It should stop persecuting the poor for being poor. It is the 

government that decides to repress. We should not be discriminated against for living 

in neighborhoods, settlements or slums in the cities, just for living there the police al-

ready say we are criminals. 

 

Protection: What protects us most is to be organized, to be united as workers. That's 

the only way they listen to us. If we go out together to protest. Helping each other, 

children's and adults' organizations, in order to make the denunciations. What we be-

lieve is important, is that the authorities listen to us and act quickly and not against 

us. 

 

It is also possible to appoint committees in the different countries, so that they take into 
account that in this way we exercise our protagonism and that they make us visible, be-
cause we children exist. All the time they must take into account and respect our opinions 
and our actions, that way is the way to protect us. We want to be vigilant of the agree-
ments made in our name, but the agreements must be with us. 
 
In order to be taken into account, we must almost always take public action or resort to 
international bodies such as the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Governments: In all countries there are codes and laws that contain the rights of children 
and adolescents that must be complied with and respected. The first thing governments 
must do is to ensure that these laws and codes are complied with, and that they are com-
plied with well, not that by attempting to comply with them, they violate other of our 
rights. For example, in some laws it says that children and adolescents must participate 
through Committees in municipal, departmental and national governments, but many 
times these do not work, there is no budget for them to be fulfilled. Or, for example, the 
churches oppose the fulfillment of, for example, access to our sexual and reproductive 
rights. 
 

Governments themselves are the greatest violators of the human rights of children and 

adolescents. For example, in Bolivia a law came out in which working children are recog-

nized, and now they don't want it to be complied with. The only law that was made by 

listening to the voice of our comrades and our Bolivian companions. 
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