Comments on proposed Committee on the Rights of the Child Draft revised General Comment No. 10 (2007) on children’s rights in juvenile justice
Distinguished colleagues,

I congratulate you on Draft revised General Comment No. 10 on children’s rights in juvenile justice and welcome the opportunity to express my views on the Draft.

Draft revised General Comment No. 10  establishes correctly as its’ fundamental premise the need to ensure protection of all rights of children in conflict with the law. While stressing the paramount importance of procedural guarantees and highlighting that fair trial, access to justice and appropriate alternative measures for children in conflict with the law are at the heart of the General Comment, it is equally significant to bring home the message that effective prevention of violation of law by juveniles should be raison d’ etre of juvenile justice. With one’s right comes his or her responsibility and juvenile justice must reinforce the protection of the rule of law.
It is important that children with disabilities have been explicitly mentioned as one of groups that may face discrimination in the course of administration of juvenile justice in paragraph 8. It would be necessary to insert words „procedural accomodations,“ before the word „redress“ in the last sentence of paragraph 8 since provision of procedural accomodations is pre-condition for equal treatment and non-discrimination of children with disabilities in the administration of juvenile justice.

After paragraph 50 a new paragraph should be inserted: „Children with disabilities may require age-, gender- and disability- specific procedural accomodations in the administration of juvenile justice. These accomodations may include but are not restricted to physical accessibility of judicial buildings, provision of sign language interpretation, and documents in electronic, Braille and Easy- Read and other accessible formats to children with disabilities parties to proceedings in juvenile justice when required. Procedural accomodations for children with disabilities in the administration of juvenile justice may also include provision of free legal aid.“ 
At the end of paragraph 58 the following sentence should be inserted:“ Children with disabilities may require provision of sign language interpretation, and documents and information in electronic, Braille and Easy- Read and other accessible formats.“

It is important that children with „communication disabilities“ have been explicitly mentioned in paragraph 77. Further cross- references to jurisprudence of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, especially its’ General Comment No. 2 (2014) on accessibility, would be welcome.
A new sub-section should be included in paragraph in 108 after section 4:“ Children with disabilities shall be provided with reasonable accomodation in their places of detention and their accessibility requirements shall be given due consideration.“
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