Submission to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Comments on the draft general comment No. 7 regarding Article 4.3 and 33.3 on Participation of persons with disabilities in the implementation and monitoring of the Convention
Japan National Assembly of Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI-Japan)
Japan National Assembly of Disabled Peoples’ International (DPI-Japan) was funded 1986 as a national organization of Disabled Peoples’International (DPI). As of 2017, 97 organizations of various types of disabilities covering physical, intellectual, psychiatric disabilities and intractable diseases, and independent living centers are allied with us. We gather grass-roots voices, reflect the voices to national policies, and then back them to the locals. 
The followings are our comments about the draft.
【11】
Insert the following between (e) and (f), 
        “The lack of international coordination and collaboration in creating the basic standard of accessibility in physical, attitudinal and informational areas that enforces each State Party to follow, implement and develop national laws and regulations so that the lives of persons with disabilities around world are equally advanced toward full participation.”

Reason: Accessibility and reasonable accommodation are prerequisite of full participation.
【12】

Change the first sentence as follows, 


“States parties should acknowledge the involvement and participation of persons with disabilities are absolutely necessary on decision-making processes, through their representative DPOs/OPDs, notably because of their lived experience and best knowledge of rights to be implemented.”

Reason: It is not strong enough to state “Positive Impact”. We need to make it mandate for laws and policy makers to recognize that they should consult person with disabilities for true advancement.
【14(a)(iii)】

Replace “women, children, indigenous and sports organizations of persons with disabilities” in the 2nd line with “organization of women, children, young people, the LGBTI community, ethnic minorities, indigenous peoples, rural communities, stateless, asylum-seeking, refugee persons with disabilities, and sports”.
Reason: As in Para 53, specification is better to be applied.

【16】
Simplify the paragraph.
“Distinction should also be made between DPOs/OPDs and civil society organizations (CSO). While DPOs/OPDs are part of civil society too, the term CSO in general refers to organisations that can but very often do not meet the definition as DPO/OPD within the Convention. CSOs are very closely related to NGOs and other bodies, including research organisations/institutes, organizations of service providers, families and other stakeholders outside of public and/or State entities who, among others, can have a role to play in monitoring the Convention. In general, neither CSOs and NGOs should not always be considered to be DPOs/OPDs.”
Reason: It is hard to understand what the paragraph wants to explain.

【17】

The paragraph merely copies and pasts of the (m) of the Preamble. It could be more helpful for readers to deepen their understanding if the paragraph would be paraphrased.

【18】
Insert the words “and persons with psychosocial disabilities”, too after the “intellectual disabilities” in the 2nd last sentence from the bottom of para 18. 


“. . . including those representing women and children with disabilities as well as persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial disabilities, in the development and implementation of such processes.”

Reason: For some state parties have seen an exclusion of both persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial disabilities from their formal monitoring process.

【27】
Add the following as the last sentence.


“In selecting representatives of DPOs/OPDs as the board members of the mechanisms, diversity must be considered.”

Reason: Opinions and voices of different kinds of disabilities or situations are necessary.

【53】
Include women and LGBTIQ community in the 2nd sentence.

“The close consultation and active involvement of DPOs/OPDs, who represent the vast diversity in society, including but not limited to women, children, young people, the LGBTIQ community, and ethnic minorities…”

Reason: Voice of women with disabilities are also often neglected in the decision-making process.  Voice of sexual minorities with disabilities also should not be neglected. Hence, “the LGBTIQ community” should be added as a reference of “sexual minorities.
【54】

Change the second sentence into following.

“The establishment of DPO/OPDs in cross-disabilities with membership of all ages and levels and types of disabilities, that often involve different views on certain matters, is thus recommended.”

Reason: In reality, not only “young persons with disabilities” but also persons in different ages and with disabilities of different levels and types have different views, respectively. 

【62】


Insert “but not limited to” between “including” and “organizations” in the 2nd sentence.

“Active involvement and consultation at all levels in the decision-making process, should include the full range of persons with disabilities, including, but not limited, organizations representing women, older persons, children, and persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities.”

Reason: It is difficult to mention all other organizations of persons with disabilities that more or less can voice their own different needs.
【64】

Add the following sentence at the end of 64.

“Priority should be given on DPOs/OPDs to consult rather than organizations representing families of children with disabilities and/or organizations for persons with disabilities.”
Reason: Persons with disabilities can suggest and recommend the effective and efficient way to implement inclusive education based on their experience of right to education

【65】

Correct the end of the 1st sentence as follows.


“The adoption of all policies regarding the right of persons with disabilities to work and employment (art. 27), should be taken in consultation with and involvement of DPOs/OPDs, including but not limited to women, indigenous persons and migrants with disabilities. ”

Reason: same reason as mentioned 【62】

【68】

Add the underlined words in the 1st sentence,
“States parties must collect and disclose appropriate information, including statistical, budgetary and research data (art. 31) within a fixed period of time to formulate and implement proper policies to give effect to the Convention.”
Reason: Collected information are often kept within the government. Fresh data should be consistently accessible and up to date and it should be usable and useful.

【73】

Modify the paragraph as follows;

“The structure of focal point(s) or coordination mechanisms, which might include seats for CSO representatives, or even DPO/OPD representatives, never undermines and precludes the larger scope of the obligations under article 4.3 as set out in this general comment. States parties must continue to closely consult with and actively involve persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, through DPOs/OPDs, in all the processes and phases. Systems of representation of DPOs/OPDs and CSOs within bodies created under article 33.1 must not weaken and hinder the right of DPOs/OPDs to express dissenting views to those of the public body.”
Reason: To stress on representation of persons with disabilities, DPOs/OPDs should come first, rather than CSO representatives.
【75 (b) , (g) and (o)】
Regarding the access of DPOs/OPDs to adequate funding, different types of funding should be described in a more consistent / comprehensive manner: public / private funding (b), conditional / non conditional funding (g), domestic / international sources (o) etc. 

【75 (o)】
Delete “national lottery”/
Reason: The access to “national lottery” is not appropriate as an example of the General Comment as this applies only to some specific countries / areas of the globe.  
【75 (k) and (l)】
Compile these two paragraphs into one paragraph as to describe the provision of reasonable accommodation in public decision-making, consultation and monitoring.

