Annex I

Biographical data form of candidates to human rights treaty bodies

Name and first name: McCallum, Ronald Clive

Date and place of birth: 8 October 1948, Melbourne, Australia

Working languages: English

Current position/function: Professsor of Labour Law at the University of Sydney

Main professional activities:

I have worked largely in my chosen occupation of legal academia.  In 1993, I was appointed the Blake Dawson Waldron Professor in Industrial Law in the Faculty of Law of the University of Sydney.  I was the first totally blind person to be appointed to a full professorship in any faculty at any Australian university.  From July 2002 to September 2007, I served as Dean of Law, University of Sydney, a position that afforded strong managerial and financial experience. Again, I was the first blind person to become Dean of any Faculty in Australia.  I was the inaugural President of the Australian Labour Law Association and I served from mid-2001 to November 2009.  From September 2006 to September 2009, I served as the Asian Regional Vice-President of the International Society for Labour and Social Security Law. 
Educational background:
B Juris. 1970 (Monash University); LLB (Hons) 1972 (Monash University); LLM 1974 (Queens Ontario).

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned:

As a person with a life-long disability, I have an understanding of what exclusion means and thus know the urgent need for making all human rights accessible for and inclusive of persons with disabilities.  In November 2008 I was elected as a member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for a period of two years, and I am the 2010 Committee Chairman.  In this role I have worked hard to contribute to the global effort to make information, education and employment available to all (see more information at www.ag.gov.au/mccallum).  I have been a Director, and since 2006, a Deputy-Chair on the Board of Vision Australia, Australia's largest organisation for the blind where I have been especially involved in promoting computer-based assistive technologies for blind and vision impaired persons. Since 2003, I have been the Chair of the Board of Directors of Radio for the Print Handicapped of New South Wales Cooperative Ltd which operates Radio 2RPH.  This radio station which operates a free to air channel, reads out newspapers, magazines and books for blind, vision impaired and other print handicapped persons.  In September 2008, I was appointed as an inaugural member of the National Disability and Carer Council which was established by the Australian Government as an advisory body.

List of most recent publications in the field:

I have published extensively, writing books and more than 100 chapters, journals, articles and papers.  My most recent publications in the field include: “The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: Some Reflections” (March 3, 2010) Sydney Law School Research Paper No. 10/30, and “In Search of Origins:  Blindness in History and Law”, the 2nd Matt Laffan Lecture in Social Justice, University of Sydney, 27 April 2010, available at < http://sydney.edu.au/law/video/ > and shortly in the Australian Bar Review Vol 33.
