Annex I
Biographical data form of candidates to human rights treaty bodies

(Please respect the specified amount of lines when completing this form)

Name and first name:...................................................................................................................................
QUAN, SILVIA
Date and place of birth:................................................................................................................................
GUATEMALA, 25 January 1969.
Working languages:......................................................................................................................................
Spanish and English
Current position/function:

(5 lines maximum)

Since 2003 has been Director of the Disability Rights Advocacy Unit at the Guatemalan Ombudsman’s Office (NHRI); the main functions are advocacy and promotion of disability rights.  Under this position, has also promoted mediation as a successful conflict resolution methodology in those cases where have been required to intervene. In her advocacy work she has paid particularly attention to and promoted civil society demands
Main professional activities:

(10 lines maximum)

Professional work experiences includes:  Academic and research work in Guatemala’s Universidad del Valle, social management in Guatemalan Foundation for Deaf-blind Children. She has also been researcher at the International Disability Rights Monitoring sponsored by Center for International Rehabilitation CIR(USA), and coordinator of the projects for research on disability and sexuality, and on gender and disability, both sponsored by the Guatemalan National Council for the Disabled (CONADI).

Educational background:

(5 lines maximum)

Pre-graduate degree in Mathematics, a graduate degree in Chemistry, Post-graduate degrees in Social Management and in Gender Studies, and a M.A. in Human Rights.

Other main activities in the field relevant to the mandate of the treaty body concerned:

(10 lines maximum)

Played an important role in the UN Ad Hoc Committee which drafted the CRPD, serving as advisor to the Guatemalan delegation, and as member of the lobbying team representing the Inter-American Institute on Disability and Inclusive Development (IIDI).  Has promoted and followed up on Guatemala’s ratification, and is currently monitoring the processes that the government has started to comply with the Convention’s provisions.  Her role as advocate with a gender perspective has also been outstanding at regional and international levels;  active collaborator of the Latin-American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and their Families (RIADIS). Speaker in conferences throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, in North America and Europe.  Was a member of the Boston-based Disability Rights Fund’s (DRF) Global Advisory Panel and Steering Committee (2008-2011).

List of most recent publications in the field:

(5 lines)

The Penitentiary System and the Mental Health Hospital in Guatemala (http://www.disabilityworld.org/06-08_04/gov/guatemalamentalhealth.shtml); Guatemala: Leadership and Representation, a Challenge for the Organizations of Persons with Disabilities (http://www.disabilityworld.org/06-08_04/il/guatemala.shtml); Mecanismos Nacionales de Monitoreo de la Convención Internacional sobre Derechos de las Personas con Discapacidad: La experiencia de Guatemala (http://www.nhri.net/2008/0805_libro_discapacidad.pdf)
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