

María Soledad Cisternas Reyes (Chile)

[Original: Spanish]

Date and place of birth: 4 November 1959, Santiago, Chile
Working languages: Spanish and English


Current position:

Director of the Legal Programme on Disability, Faculty of Law, Diego Portales University. Directs the Legal Programme; organizes rights promotion activities, seminars and other academic extension work; provides legal advice; organizes liaison with legal aid centres; provides actual legal defence; designs projects; delivers lectures; and engages in research and produces publications and special reports for Congress, ministries and national and international agencies.



Main professional activities:


•
Director of the Legal Programme on Disability, Faculty of Law, Diego Portales University.


•
Leader of legal and interdisciplinary research teams. The research is intended to influence legislation and public policy.


•
Planner and organizer of academic extension activities for rights promotion.


•
Instructor for courses designed by her: “Vulnerable groups: an emerging human rights issue” and “Bio Law: a modern debate”. Both courses contain sections on persons with disabilities (undergraduate and post-graduate).


•
Lecturer on “Constitutional provisions applicable to under-protected sectors” for the Master’s degree in constitutional law at the Universidad Católica de Chile.


•
Director of audiovisual projects (substantive aspects) to portray rights in formats accessible to all. Television spots and educational materials (right to vote and job access).


•
Member of the Bioethics Committee of Diego Portales University.



Academic training:


•
Law degree (graduated with highest honours) from the Universidad Católica de Chile. Thesis: Multinational enterprises: international treatment and regulation. Awarded the title of Supreme Court attorney.


•
Master’s studies in political science, Universidad Católica de Chile. Specialized field: Political institutions and processes. Thesis: Democracy and persons with disabilities.



Other activities related to the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities:


•
Was member and spokesperson of the delegation of Chile in the United Nations Ad Hoc Committee which prepared the draft of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.


•
Trained municipal judges, civil servants and members of civil society in various regions of Chile in the different aspects of the rights of persons with disabilities, drawing on the Convention on this subject.


•
Organizes the “Observatory for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”, in which civil society organizations and nationwide organizations of persons with disabilities participate.


•
Co-scriptwriter and co-producer of the documentary “Six Women in America” dealing with the process of implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities from the gender perspective (women with disabilities).


•
Has organized five major seminars on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. All were widely attended by national and international presenters and representatives of civil society.


•
Conducts classes on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at faculties of law, psychology and education and at schools of special education, educational psychology and public administration in various regions of Chile; gives lectures and makes presentations on the Convention at national and international seminars.


•
Writes articles on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for the media and specialized publications, in order to publicize the Convention and highlight its importance.


•
Cites the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in pleadings before law courts.


•
Provides Parliament with opinions and specialized reports on the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, for discussions of draft legislation.


•
Advises the Human Rights Secretariat of the Latin American Union of Blind Persons (ULAC) and members of the Advisory Group of the Ibero-American Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and their Families (RIADIS). 



Most recent relevant publications:


•
“Disability and the need to make electoral processes more democratic”, published by the Legal Research Centre of the Faculty of Law, Diego Portales University.


•
“Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”, published by the Chilean Law Society Review.


•
“Bioethics and its implications for the rehabilitation of persons with disabilities”, published by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO).


•
“The Chilean legal order and its approach to the phenomenon of discrimination”, Law Review, Universidad Católica de Chile.


•
Study on “Public policy and Chilean legislation concerning labour insertion of persons with disabilities, Comparative analysis of the experience of Canada and Spain and formulation of legal guidelines and public policy on the subject”, Inter-American Development Bank.


•
“Chilean legislation on mental health; comparative analysis with reference to international standards”, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and Ministry of Health.

