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Annex II

Biographical data form of candidates to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
(Please respect the specified amount of lines when completing this form)

Family name and first name: RUŠKUS Jonas
Date and place of birth: 11 May 1969, Lithuania
Place of residence: Lithuania
Nationality: Lithuanian
Email address: jonas.ruskus@vdu.lt
United Nations working languages: English, French, Russian
Current position/function: 
Member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) since 2014. Professor at the Department of Social Work at Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania. Board member of Kaunas L’Arche Community, devoted to the promotion of dignity and social inclusion of persons with intellectual disabilities. Board member of the Lithuanian Centre for Human Rights. Chair of the Lithuanian National Commission for UNESCO.
Other main activities on the rights of persons with disabilities:
As a current member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, I actively contribute to the work of the Committee pertaining to dialogues with States Parties and consultations with organizations of persons with disabilities. Since the beginning of my term, I served as a country rapporteur for several States Parties, as well as a member and chair of working groups of the Committee for elaborating its General Comments. In addition to the work at the Committee, I am a national expert at the Academic Network of European Disability created by the European Commission. I am also actively involved in the development of national disability policies through academic activities and large-scale consultations on the rights of persons with disabilities, especially in the areas of education and social affairs.
Educational background, in particular on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Graduated from the Šiauliai Pedagogical Institute in Lithuania in 1992 with the Bachelor’s Degree in Special Education. In 1994, graduated from the University of Compiegne in France with Master Degree in Communication and Safety. Received PhD degree on Education in 2000 at the Šiauliai University in Lithuania, with a focus on interaction between special education teachers‘ attitudes, pedagogical relation and school socialisation of children with intellectual disabilities.
Please indicate whether you identify yourself as a person with disability or elaborate on your lived experience related to persons with disabilities.

I have multiple sclerosis, a disability-related neurological condition. The most meaningful lived experience related to persons with disabilities in my life was working as an assistant of adult persons with intellectual disabilities in the community of l’Arche in France from 1991 to 1996.
Relevant expertise on the rights of persons with disabilities 
Please elaborate on your areas of expertise under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and related experience.
Inclusive education, human rights-based social protection and promotion of social participation are the primary areas of my expertise. My long-lasting involvement in national disability policies, academic work and field practice, including through my contribution to the work of the CRPD during my current mandate, allowed me to gain expertise throughout almost all articles of the Convention. 
List of most recent publications in the field of the rights of persons with disabilities:

Ruškus J. Inclusive education at stake in Lithuania. Submitted for international publication. Ruškus J., Kiaunytė A. On the role conflict of social workers in Lithuania dealing with the issue of legal capacity of persons with disability. Submitted for international publication. Viluckienė J., Ruškus J. (2017). Configurations of using social networking sites and perceived online social capital among adults with and without disabilities. Polish Sociological Review, 3 (199), 373-389.
