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Response to the Draft General Comment on Article 24 by the CRPD Committee
Summary:

This submission has been drafted by the Alliance for Inclusive Education (ALLFIE), which is a UK based national campaigning and information sharing network run and controlled by Disabled People and our allies. ALLFIE is the only Disabled person-led organisation focused solely on education in the UK. ALLFIE’s vision is a single fully inclusive education system that welcomes ALL learners whatever their different learning styles or abilities. ALLFIE believes that in such a system there is no requirement for segregated ‘special’ provision because all learning, communication, social, emotional needs will be anticipated for and supported. This submission has a number of co signatories, including the Reclaiming Our Futures Alliance which is a national umbrella body representing Disabled person-led organisations and networks representing more than 45,000 Disabled people
Having made a submission in writing to the Day of General Discussion on Article 24, ALLFIE welcomes the Draft General Comment, which we believe clarifies and strengthens the text and spirit of Article 24. In particular we welcome:-
· The ‘Right to Inclusive Education’ rather than just ’education’ in the title of the General Comment;
· The clarity of the case for inclusive education based on a human rights approach and in particular the educational, social and economic case to be used when arguing with Governments; (Introduction para.1-7)
· The definition of inclusive education and the clear identification of barriers to inclusion; (para.9)
· The defining of inclusion right as a ‘process that transforms culture, policy and practices in all educational environments’; (para.11)
· The clear distinction between segregation, integration and inclusion; (para.11)
· The recognition that placing disabled students in mainstream classrooms without appropriate support does not constitute inclusion; (para.11)
· The prohibition of exclusion based on impairment or its degree; (para.18)
· The recognition that denial of reasonable accommodation is discriminatory and immediately applicable; (para.137, para.40)

· That support measures must be compliant with the goal of full inclusion; (para.33)

· That education of all students must rest with the education ministry; (para.61)

· The call for the transfer of resources from segregated to inclusive environments; (para. 63)
· The recognition of the importance of families and representative organisations of Disabled people; (para. 80)

· The call for new assessment measures that will not disadvantage Disabled people; (para.77)
· The call to move away from standardised testing (para. 25)

In addition, ALLFIE would like to, respectfully, suggest a number of amendments to the Draft General Comment (GC) based on our experience of working at a grassroots level with families and Disabled students (of all ages) to support their inclusion in mainstream education and at a national level seeking to influence policy makers and politicians responsible for setting that UK’s vision for education.
ALLFIE supports the amendments proposed by World of Inclusion Ltd and in addition we have listed below some different and new points we feel are important but neglected. ALLFIE believes that the General Comment document has the potential to provide a clear and practical guide to State parties in terms of the steps that need to be taken to realise a transition from existing education arrangements to education systems that are truly inclusive and welcoming of all students whatever their ability, learning style or background.

· Each amendment identified by paragraph number, has an explanation, is marked Amendment and the actual text change is given in green.
Para 3. The Social Case – ALLFIE believes that the social case for inclusive education would be strengthened and better reflect the spirit of the UN Convention as a whole if friendship was included as an important outcome of a more inclusive education system.

Suggested amendment add in 4th line after playing together, insert: - “building friendships”
Para 9. Definition of the right to inclusive education. The current definition needs to also make reference to pre-school learning (early years, nursery, etc.) rather than just ‘the school’ system. There also needs to be explicit reference to inclusion being available in local mainstream settings at all levels.

Suggested amendment add in 7th line after marginalized, insert: - “in local mainstream or regular pre-schools, schools and colleges from which persons with disabilities are not excluded by virtue of their impairment.”
Para 12. This is a strong and clear statement about the core features of inclusive education. In para (d) Respect for and value of diversity we think a change of wording from “must feel valued” to “should be valued” works better because treating someone in a particular way does not necessarily imply that they feel as such and vice versa. ALLFIE would also add in a new feature that explicitly highlights the right of children to be heard. Whilst the right of the child is to express views and for these to be given due weight is an underlying thread, setting this out more explicitly in this section will give this principle added weight.

Para 21. Accessibility – and the reference to State parties ensuring that the entire education system is accessible to disabled people and in particular information and communication. ALLFIE believes that there is a need to make explicit reference to Facilitated Communication as a method chosen by those Disabled people who required human support.

Suggested amendment add in 5th line after the word ‘ambient’, insert: - “Facilitated Communication,”
Para 25. Adaptability. ALLFIE welcomes the call for State parties to move away from standardised assessments and testing. Using the UK experience where testing and assessments create unnecessary competition between students, which leads to division and excessive individualism, we know that current arrangements focus entirely on elitism and ways to exclude students based on their academic ‘ability’ rather than encouraging individual and collective progress – elements that hinder inclusivity. ALLFIE would suggest that the Universal Design for Learning incorporates collaborative problem solving and mixed ability teaching. 

Suggested amendment add in 8th line after the words ‘outcomes for all, insert: - “through mixed ability teaching,”
Suggested amendment add in 14th line at the end of the sentence, insert: - “that encourages collaboration between students”
Para 27. ALLFIE absolutely agrees with the sentiment that it is inappropriate for State parties to exclusively rely on technology as a substitute, therefore we think this sentiment would be strengthened if universal design and the development of innovative teaching and learning practice be included.

Suggested amendment add in 8th line after ‘other students’, insert: - “universal design and the development of innovative teaching and learning practice.”
Para 46. Reference to Article 7 – the right of children to express their views. This paragraph needs to include specific reference to the diverse range of ways/methods that Disabled children use to communicate their views and that these views are given equal value to those expressed through traditional methods of communication.

Para 51. Article 19 – there is no explicit reference to the different transition stages in education – pre-school to primary education; primary education to secondary; secondary into tertiary etc. and ALLFIE thinks transition is a crucial element of inclusive education because where the transition works well, planned well and is supported by all those working in education, learning for what works is shared along the education journey rather than learning beginning again at the start of each level of the education system and then what opportunities are then open to Disabled people as they move into adult life. PLEASE NOTE TRANSITION MAY FIT IN A DIFFERENT SECTION OF THE GENERAL COMMENT. 
Para 73. ALLFIE supports a) a whole education approach as this fits best with the spirit of the UNCRPD and d) because both approaches recognise that it is the whole system and those working in it that need to change and that change often happens through partnership. However, ALLFIE has serious concerns about b) the approach that would seek to “empower” special schools. This approach does not seem to address the cultural barriers that are inherent in the segregated special school system – barriers that seek to keep aspirations for Disabled people low, with responses that focus on a deficit model. ALLFIE has seen this approach used in European countries (and elsewhere) as a stepping stone to inclusion and it does not work because it allows for the transfer of segregation culture rather than a genuine sharing of “expertise”. Resource hubs can be extremely effective if they focus on the sharing of equipment, language support (Sign Language, Braille, etc.) and education resources, including funding. ALLFIE believes that this approach in fact has the potential to restrict the successful progressive realisation of approach a) unless there is a clear remit for resource hubs as we have already outlined.

Suggested amendment change b) title to ‘Transforming special schools in to resource hubs for practical support’
Conclusion

ALLFIE hopes that the CRPD Committee finds this paper helpful and we look forward to a General Comment on the Right to Inclusive Education that it remains clear and true to the tone and spirit of Article 24, setting the trajectory for change firmly in the direction of a strengthened global commitment to inclusive education for ALL learners whatever their learning difference, style or ability.
-ends-
In support
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