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MK:
[00:00:00]
Of Mr Kim Song Ju and Exhibit L2 which was another sketch drawn by Mr Kim Song Ju in his Testimony will be put with the records of the Commissions, so will Exhibit L3, which was the map of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea with the marking on it by the last witness, Ms Park. Now I call forward now Mr Choi Joong Hwa. You are Mr Choi?

I:
[00:00:34]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:00:39]
[Korean]

I:
[00:00:39]
Yes that’s correct.

MK:
[00:00:40]
Thank you very much for coming to give evidence today and thank you for waiting patiently for your turn to do so.

I:
[00:00:49]
[Korean]

MK:
[00:00:56]
Are you prepared to declare that the testimony you are about to give to the Commission of Enquiry will be the truth?

I:
[00:01:04]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:01:11]
[KOrean]

I:
[00:01:11]
Yes

MK:
[00:01:15]
Now you are Choi Joong Hwa and you are I think the Secretary of the North Korean Residents’ Association here in the United Kingdom.

I:
[00:01:27]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:01:37]
[Korean]

I:
[00:01:38]
Yes.

MK:
[00:01:38]
You were born in [Chon Jin] in 1965 and you served for a time part of your mandatory ten years in the Korean People’s Army.

I:
[00:01:56]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:02:09]
[Korean]

I:
[00:02:27]
I was born on October twenty fourth 1965 in [Hum, Chon Jin Hum Nyong Buk Do] and in June of 1985 I then joined the Military Service then served in the Army up until December of 1994.

MK:
[00:02:54]
So you completed the Military Service in 1990. Is that correct?.

I:
[00:03:00]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:03:07]
[Korean]

I:
[00:03:12]
I completed my Military Service in December 1994.

MK:
[00:03:16]
1994. And during part of that Military Service, you served in a currency company which was associated with the Army, a company which was involved in currency earnings. Is that correct?

I:
[00:03:41]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:03:59]
[Korean]

I:
[00:04:17]
After I completed my Military Service, after I left the Army, for about five years I worked in the business which was involved with the Army making profit of foreign currency or currencies.

MK:
[00:04:36]
And before we come to the detail of your Army service, just going back to your time as a young man in North Korea, and whilst you were at school, did you ever see a public execution take place?

I:
[00:04:55]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:05:08]
[Korean]

I:
[00:05:09]
Yes.

MK:
[00:05:10]
Just describe to us how many times and in what circumstances and how old you were when you saw a public execution.

I:
[00:05:21]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:05:32]
[Korean]

I:
[00:05:58]
I have witnessed the public execution five times. And this particular place where the public executions took place was in [Chong Jin] next to my school. And whenever we learnt about, whenever the teacher learnt about the execution taking place, he would stop the class and take all of us to that place and made us watch what was going on.

MK:
[00:06:28]
And how old were you when you first saw a public execution, approximately?

I:
[00:06:35]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:06:41]
[Korean]

I:
[00:06:43]
Nine or ten years old.

MK:
[00:06:46]
And do you remember what you felt at the time witnessing the execution?

I:
[00:06:51]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:06:59]
[Korean]

I:
[00:07:44]
At these executions there were no lawyers present and there were no particular legal procedures taking place, it was just that they were told, these people were told by the Prosecutions Office whatever they had done and they were executed. And of course seeing them becoming all bloodied we, we knew, we, it was a shocking scene, however thinking that they had committed some treason against the government, we thought that it was just the, the governmental procedure.

MK:
[00:08:36]
And were the executions mostly or all by firing squad or were they by some other means of execution?

I:
[00:08:48]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:08:55]
[Korean]

I:
[00:09:21]
They were, it was a firing squad consisting of ten shooters. They had some kind of automatic rifle and they follow somebody’s book or instructions and then start from the head down through the rest of the areas. The, the ones who were executed were tied in some kind of ropes and the shooters would aim at the ropes so the ropes would come undone and once that is done, and they collapse then these people were put on some kind of straw mats and then they would be cut up in there and rolled.

MK:
[00:10:11]
And were you informed why they were being executed? As a small boy did, did the offence, was the offence made clear to you or, or not?

I:
[00:10:25]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:10:37]
[Korean]

I:
[00:10:55]
The offences were just ordinary stuff that anybody could have committed. But I think they were executed to set up, to set some kind of model for the rest of us, set an example.

MK:
[00:11:13]
Where did it actually take place? Was it in a field next to the school, was it?

I:
[00:11:18]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:11:23]
[Korean]

I:
[00:11:32]
Our school was next to, immediately next to this large river in [Chung Jin] and the execution took place on the embankment of the river.

MK:
[00:11:46]
And you say the first happened when you were nine, so that would be in 1974?

I:
[00:11:55]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:12:00]
[Korean]

I:
[00:12:01]
Yes.

MK:
[00:12:03]
And I think you also later saw an execution by, a public execution by hanging. Is that correct?

I:
[00:12:10]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:12:17]
[Korean]

I:
[00:12:17]
Yes.

MK:
[00:12:18]
How old were you when you witnessed the hanging?

I:
[00:12:21]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:12:26]
[Korean]

I:
[00:12:30]
When I was sixteen or seventeen.

MK:
[00:12:33]
And where did this take place?

I:
[00:12:35]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:12:38]
[Korean]

I:
[00:12:54]
This is a man who had studied in Russia and became a specialised technician and he had worked as the productions manager or productions general manager at [Kim Sung] plant in [Kim Chek].

MK:
[00:13:14]
Is that a town in North Korea?

I:
[00:13:15]
His name is [Kim Sur Yun]

MK:
[00:13:19]
I am showing you now Exhibit L3, would you put a mark on the map where this town is found?

I:
[00:13:32]
[Korean]

MK:
[00:13:41]
Perhaps you could point to where you say it happened? And the Interpreter might put an ‘E’ for Execution.

I:
[00:13:50]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:13:59]
[Korean]

MK:
[00:14:05]
And what is the name of the town where this happened?

I:
[00:14:11]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:14:15]
[Korean]

I:
[00:14:32]
The exact address is [Chung Jin] City, [Soon An] District or [Soon An Keeuck, Marem Tu Dong]

MK:
[00:14:43]
So is it a suburb of [Chong Jin] City? 

I:
[00:14:46]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:14:53]
[Korean]

I:
[00:14:54]
No, it is in the central area of [Chong Jin] City.

MK:
[00:14:58]
Oh I see and was that near your then school at the age of fifteen, or between the age of fifteen and seventeen?

I:
[00:15:06]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:15:14]
[Korean]

I:
[00:15:15]
Yes.

MK:
[00:15:16]
And was it another case where the teacher took you with the class to watch the hanging?

I:
[00:15:23]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:15:34]
[Korean]

I:
[00:15:39]
No, not since that time I told you because I had already gone to serve in my military.

MK:
[00:15:45]
You were in the Military at the time?

I:
[00:15:47]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:15:53]
[Korean]

I:
[00:15:54]
This, when I witnessed this was before I went to Military service.

MK:
[00:16:04]
And how many people were there witnessing the hanging? About.

I:
[00:16:10]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:16:17]
[Korean]

I:
[00:16:19]
About four hundred people.

MK:
[00:16:21]
How many?

I:
[00:16:22]
Four hundred people.

MK:
[00:16:23]
Four hundred people. And your understanding of the offence for which the hanging had been ordered was that the deceased was a factory manager who, whose factory had suffered a poor economic performance and he was, was it, was there any more, anything more to it? Was any announcement made at the time of why he was being hanged?

I:
[00:16:54]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:17:14]
[Korean]

I:
[00:17:35]
The, he was convicted, after trial, he was convicted of having conspired or having been in contact with people of South Korea and the United States and he was a spy for them. That was the, the crime that he was framed as.

MK:
[00:17:58]
That was announced at the time of the hanging, was it? .

I:
[00:18:01]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:18:07]
[Korean]

I:
[00:18:08]
Yes, I heard it.

MK:
[00:18:10]
And what was your feeling as a young man witnessing this hanging?

I:
[00:18:21]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:18:29]
[Korean]

I:
[00:19:05]
Well he had educated, he had been educated in Russia on government’s fund and after that he was responsible for running this huge factory that was for the government. But then, well we know this because me and my brother, we both worked at the oil refinery as well but because of the difficulties at the time he couldn’t come up, he couldn’t produce as well as it was expected and instead of just accepting that, I think he was framed that he was conspiring to come up with something else.

MK:
[00:19:44]
But I was really asking what was your personal reaction to being asked to witness this public execution by hanging?

I:
[00:19:57]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:20:09]
[Korean]

I:
[00:20:30]
Well at the time I was already close to being an adult and I felt that why, I questioned why there was nobody defending him like a lawyer, and there was nobody around him expressing their opinions about this.

CJH:
[00:20:47]
[Korean]

I:
[00:20:51]
And I also felt any of us, anyone can be placed where that man was.

MK:
[00:20:59]
Did the deceased take long to die? Or did he die quickly?

I:
[00:21:04]
[Korean]

MK:
[00:21:09]
Can he remember?

I:
[00:21:10]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:21:14]
[Korean]

I:
[00:21:32]
Yes I do remember. He moved around for about forty seconds but then even after he had died the corpse was still left hanging there in order for the viewers to feel, to learn from it. I remember seeing it on my way home.

MK:
[00:21:55]
Now I want to take you to the position of lack of food and the Military, the Korean People’s Army in which as you’ve told us you were serving.

I:
[00:22:08]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:22:21]
[Korean]

I:
[00:23:07]
When I first went into the military service in 1983, in North Korea I had not seen anybody who suffered malnourishment until 1987. But starting from 1987 when North Korea suffered the collapse of the other communist or socialist countries market, they could not import what they needed. They couldn’t continue bartering in order for them to receive supplies that they needed and so even the military personnels weren’t provided sufficient food which is sufficient in terms of nutrition so people died of starvation as of 87.

MK:
[00:23:59]
So even before the great famine of 1994/5/6, there was a severe shortage of food which affected the Korean People’s Army?

I:
[00:24:14]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:24:32]
[Korean]

I:
[00:24:32]
Yes.

MK:
[00:24:35]
And what was the response of the army to the fact that it was not receiving enough rations for food of its members?

I:
[00:24:47]
[Korean]

MK:
[00:25:02]
What did you see happen?

I:
[00:25:04]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:25:07]
[Korean]

I:
[00:25:53]
Well in 1987 I myself suffered malnourishment and at the time people in the military also wondered what exactly happened in their food supplies and other necessities such as fuel or oil and they wondered what exactly happened but they were told that it was because of the International isolation of, Internationally isolated, it was because North Korea was being isolated by the other members of the international community and through some kind of moratorium policy. And particularly driven by South Korea and America.

MK:
[00:26:40]
But did the soldiers do anything in order to get more food? Anything which was as you would know, illegal?

I:
[00:26:52]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:27:02]
[Korean]

I:
[00:27:02]
Yes I do.

MK:
[00:27:04]
What happened? What did you see?

I:
[00:27:05]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:27:10]
[Korean]

I:
[00:27:40]
It was difficult now for the military people to sustain even if they were fed so without the shortage, with the shortage of food, they needed to find food they didn’t have so at night after they have finished completed their round, their rounds they would leave the army base and go to private homes and steal their food and then they even went to public buildings including the government buildings to find food.

MK:
[00:28:21]
Did the officers know that this was happening?

I:
[00:28:24]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:28:29]
[Korean]

I:
[00:28:30]
Yes they did

MK:
[00:28:31]
Did you yourself participate in these activities?

I:
[00:28:35]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:28:39]
[Korean]

I:
[00:28:39]
Yes.

MK:
[00:28:41]
And although they knew, did the officers seek to remonstrate and dissuade the troops from engaging in stealing of food or did they have another attitude?

I:
[00:28:55]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:29:06]
[Korean]

I:
[00:29:17]
They had received official instructions from above and so we were to be punished severely.

CJH:
[00:29:31]
[Korean]

I:
[00:29:33]
But

CJH:
[00:29:34]
[Korean]

I:
[00:29:59]
But even though they tried to have full control over us, restricting us from leaving the base, we, we couldn’t just not leave. They once talked about putting barbed wire above the, a barbed wire fence above the wall, but our attitude and our response was that the starving soldiers, nothing will stop the starving soldiers from escaping, going over the fence.

MK:
[00:30:31]
And I think one army unit had an informal slogan, did they not? .

I:
[00:30:39]
[Korean]

MK:
[00:30:45]
Relating to making a profit out of service in the army.

I:
[00:30:48]
[Korean]

MK:
[00:31:03]
What was that slogan?

I:
[00:31:03]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:31:07]
[Korean]

I:
[00:31:58]
Well the slogan was that the bowl of rice we get, we got was rice that had been hit by a missile because the way it worked was that in the army and there was a somebody who managed or looked after the food supplies and this person somehow involved with officers and lieutenants, the other military personnel of higher ranks and they had already snuck away about what, thirty percent of the grains that were supposed to be provided to the soldiers, so let’s say we were supposed to be given a hundred grams, thirty grams had been already taken away by these officers and lieutenants and other people who were already of higher ranks. And so our bowl of rice was supposed to weigh about eight hundred grams, and if it’s eight hundred grams it would rise above the rim of the bowl, but it was sunken in that’s what we called it a rice that, a bowl of rice that had been hit by a missile.

MK:
[00:33:12]
Is it fair to say that the officers turned a blind eye if not encouraging stealing of food, chicken, for military food, but when this spilt over to making a profit on stealing for profit, that was what secured a dishonourable discharge and response from the superiors?

I:
[00:33:44]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:34:13]
[Korean]

I:
[00:34:56]
Well that is correct. The officers, the officers had a wife and children too and when officers were given let’s say for a month they would be given, when the officers were supplied with let’s say one month portion of food as ration, their family members would be given about half the length, worth half the length so it would be very difficult for the officer’s family as well and that is why they allowed the soldiers to get out in other words we were given, the soldiers were given some time and they, the officers would look the other way, and then the soldiers would share what they have stolen with the officers and it was sort of co-benefiting one another and so this couldn’t be stopped.

MK:
[00:35:51]
At this time, some food assistance was being received from foreign aid suppliers, including the United States of America, Republic of Korea and Japan. Did you ever see bags of grain marked with the emblems of those or other donors?

I:
[00:36:15]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:36:38]
[Korean]

I:
[00:36:38]
No, I have not seen any myself.

MK:
[00:36:41]
Now I want to ask you some questions about political surveillance in the army. You I think were designated as an informer in your military unit. Is that correct?

I:
[00:36:55]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:37:17]
[Korean]

I:
[00:37:33]
It’s not that I wanted to become an informant, it’s just that when that was suggested, if I had refused I would not have been able to survive in North Korea. You could not refuse what they, what you were asked.

MK:
[00:37:47]
Why do you think you were chosen for this office?

I:
[00:37:51]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:38:01]
[Korean]

I:
[00:38:03]
No, I do not know. I was nineteen years old at this time.

MK:
[00:38:08]
And who chose you to take this responsibility?

I:
[00:38:12]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:38:21]
[Korean]

I:
[00:38:30]
It was the guard, the guidance, lead guidance person of the army.

MK:
[00:38:41]
Was he serving in the military security branch of the Korean People’s Army?

I:
[00:38:48]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:38:57]
[Korean]

I:
[00:38:58]
Yes each, each army base has one such person.

MK:
[00:39:06]
What as the most important thing you had to report on? 

I:
[00:39:11]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:39:18]
[Korean]

I:
[00:39:27]
It was anything that said politically, any particular comments made against or made negatively or against the North Korean government.

CJH:
[00:39:41]
[Korean]

I:
[00:39:42]
And secondly important

CJH:
[00:39:43]
[Korean]

I:
[00:39:46]
Was

CJH:
[00:39:48]
[Korean]

I:
[00:39:50]
Ideology, the inclination of their ideology, what they are thinking about in terms of ideology.

MK:
[00:40:00]
Do you remember an incident in 1994 where a soldier blurted out something which you then duly reported?

I:
[00:40:08]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:40:20]
[Korean]

I:
[00:40:22]
No, it wasn’t I who reported that.

CJH:
[00:40:25]
[Korean]

I:
[00:40:30]
But because of that incident I was, I was investigated along with some other people.

MK:
[00:40:42]
This was a statement that the United Nations was supposed to inspect the North Korean Nuclear Programme.

I:
[00:40:50]
[Korean]

MK:
[00:41:04]
Is that correct?

I:
[00:41:05]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:41:06]
[Korean]

I:
[00:41:58]
When yes when the UN had requested their inspection into North Korea, the first request that had been rejected by North Korea because North Korea had its, they had said that it had boycotted the UN activities since they had left or demembered itself from the non-nuclear treaty. And so the rumour was that based on that UN was going to make an attack on North Korea and so the and there was quite, it was quite tense, the overall environment in North Korea. It was sort of pre-war tension we experienced. So I heard this through somebody who had gone outside the army and come back and because of this, all of us were asked to give them the answer exactly who had spread this rumour.

MK:
[00:43:04]
And at the end of your army service, were you given a reward?.

I:
[00:43:11]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:43:18]
[Korean]

I:
[00:43:19]
No.

MK:
[00:43:21]
Were you allowed to join the Korean Workers’ Party?

I:
[00:43:25]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:43:31]
[Korean]

I:
[00:43:32]
Yes.

MK:
[00:43:33]
Was that not a form of reward that was advantageous to you for advancement in employment and otherwise in North Korea?

I:
[00:43:42]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:43:57]
[Korean]

I:
[00:43:58]
That is correct.

MK:
[00:44:00]
And what did you decide to do after your army service with this membership of the KWP in your pocket? Korean Workers’ Party

I:
[00:44:16]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:44:27]
[Korean]

I:
[00:45:17]
The day I became a, I was allowed to become a member of the Korean Workers’ Party, I was supposed to go receive this member certificate and it was some kind of ceremony I went and on my way back I felt very miserable thinking is this piece of paper all I deserved after ten years of difficult life where I couldn’t eat, I couldn’t enjoy my life and even though I became a member of the party, I knew that there was no guarantee that my life was going to improve at all and it was the first time, it was the first time that I felt that I had lived a lie, I had been had. And so from then on, I survived the remaining three years in the army.

MK:
[00:46:10]
And I think you became disillusioned with the army and with the notion of having such a big army in a country with a limited population and resources.

I:
[00:46:24]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:46:47]
[Korean]

I:
[00:46:47]
Correct.

MK:
[00:46:51]
This time coincided with the beginning of the great famine, did it not?

I:
[00:46:56]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:47:07]
[Korean]

I:
[00:47:55]
In 1994 I was promoted to professional soldier and the rank I was given was [Sang Sa] but then I realised as a [Sang Sa] and as a professional soldier, by the time I retired I would be forty {Korean], forty seven and one day I took a, a holiday and came home and only saw that my house was worse than it had been ten years before, ten years ago, before I had left home for, for the army and this was three years before I retired the army.

MK:
[00:48:39]
And I think that led you into seeking to resign from the army and even to bribe senior officials to let you go early which was permitted in 1994 when you were dishonourably discharged from the army.

I:
[00:49:03]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:49:30]
[Korean]

I:
[00:49:30]
That is correct.

MK:
[00:49:31]
But notwithstanding this, you were fortunate to get a job in the foreign currency earning company which sold additives to China and that collected the monies and handled expenditures of the Kim Jong Il and his family. Is that correct?

I:
[00:49:53]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:50:06]
[Korean]

I:
[00:50:07]
That is correct.

MK:
[00:50:06]
And it was because you were so employed that you received food rations that saw you through the worst of the great famine.

I:
[00:50:18]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:50:30]
[Korean]

I:
[00:50:31]
Yes.

MK:
[00:50:32]
But I think the great famine struck your family and you lost both of your brothers. Tell us about that.

I:
[00:50:41]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:50:52]
[Korean]

I:
[00:50:52]
Yes.

CJH:
[00:50:53]
[Korean]

I:
[00:51:28]
Yes, as you said when I left the army I began working for this company which dealt currencies and the proceeds were provided to Kim Jong Il’s family as, to be used as part of their living expenses. And I was sort of the low end, the bottom rank employee but my mother and my other families were able to sustain but they managed to eat somewhat but not my brothers, they couldn’t.

CJH:
[00:52:07]
[Korean]

I:
[00:52:30]
Within five months since I came back from the army, my older brother died and the next year my second older brother died and my fourth brother died of malnutrition while he was living with me later on.

MK:
[00:52:47]
So that was three brothers lost between 1995 and 1997, all you believe from causes related to a lack of adequate food?

I:
[00:52:59]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:53:19]
[Korean]

I:
[00:53:57]
Well yes, everyone had difficulty getting food and it was difficult to survive without food and not to mention there was an epidemic going around, but most of all because we did not have the freedom to take care of ourselves or look for ways to take care of ourselves, we couldn’t do anything. We were so, we had been so reliant on the government, so government was the only thing we were looking up to.

MK:
[00:54:26]
And I think at this stage after an interruption you were working with the foreign currency company which was run by the army when the supreme leader, Kim Jong-Il took a step to consolidate the number of army trading companies into the Maibong General Trading Company, which was under his family direction,

I:
[00:55:01]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:55:33]
[Korean]

I:
[00:55:34]
Yes that is correct.

MK:
[00:55:36]
And tell us about the so-called Ninth Army Corps incident which coincided with this action by Kim Jong-Il and how you know about it.

I:
[00:55:52]
[Korean]

CJH:
[00:56:06]
[Korean]

I:
[00:56:55]
Initially the [Hum Beuck Do] armies were made up of six army units, but at the time, the reason why we were given the foreign currency work was that the East, North Korea was aware that Eastern European countries were losing their hold in the international market and for North Korea to be able to survive they needed to have some foreign currency so they could procure any supplies that they needed so we were encouraged to gather foreign currency. So some people who had worked in Russia doing deforestation, they would have some Russian currencies and some people from Japan they would have Japanese currencies and all these were gathered.

CJH:
[00:57:53]
[Korean]

I:
[00:58:09]
And from there there were other private companies who could evade the government’s control and, and there were a lot of people who were making profit on, based on corruption.

CJH:
[00:58:25]
[Korean]

I:
[00:58:49]
I heard from somebody who had been working in the Sixth Army involved in making foreign currency business. He said that someone from the Ninth Army kept demanding more Dollars and with these Dollars they continued to commit corruptions.

CJH:
[00:59:13]
[Korean]

I:
[00:59:37]
And these groups who were so corrupted, they were forming their own organisations within [Hum Yo Beuck Do] because [Hum Yo Beuck Do] region was so far away from Pyong Yang so Pyong Yang couldn’t keep an eye on them. So the situation with corruption became worse.

CJH:
[01:00:03]
[Korean]

I:
[01:00:12]
And because these groups were afraid of the consequences once they were found out by the government, they decided to organise a coup d’etat in [Hum Yo Beuck Do] region.

CJH:
[01:00:26]
[Korean]

I:
[01:00:44]
The general of the army had mysteriously died and no-one knows exactly how he died. And the whole investigation was instigated by the investigation into the mysterious death of this head of the army.

CJH:
[01:01:04]
[Korean]

I:
[01:01:19]
And because the people’s force in [Hum Yong Beuck Do] were quite strong, the Pyong Yang authorities decided to take, call summon one officer at a time so by this way they were able to gather all eight officers involved in the incident and all arrested in Pyong Yang.

CJH:
[01:01:47]
[Korean]

I:
[01:02:11]
But the government spread the words that these people had been conspiring to, to commit a coup d’etat against the government and especially with conspiring with the South Koreans

CJH:
[01:02:34]
[Korean]

I:
[01:02:48]
And these officers’ properties or any belongings and monetary goods were displayed to other citizens and saying take a look at these, the result of their corruption, corrupt activities and that what, their activities are what made our life difficult.

MK:
[01:03:12]
And what happened to these officers? Are you aware of what, if any punishment was visited on them?

I:
[01:03:20]
[Korean]

CJH:
[01:03:28]
[Korean]

I:
[01:03:56]
They were all arrested. I don’t know exactly what happened to those officers themselves but I know that their family members including their extended families since they were all grown-ups, they were taken away as well, including their children into the political prisoners’ detention centre.

MK:
[01:04:26]
Why their extended family members?

I:
[01:04:30]
[Korean]

CJH:
[01:04:38]
[Korean]

I:
[01:04:56]
Well because North Korea had this practice of punishing generations for generations for anyone who had committed a political crime because they said that these people had committed a treason.

MK:
[01:05:14]
Did you know any of the officers who had, who were involved in the alleged plot for a coup d’etat? DId you know any of them personally? Or their families?

I:
[01:05:27]
[Korean]

CJH:
[01:05:39]
[Korean]

I:
[01:05:40]
No I don’t.

MK:
[01:05:42]
Did that event have anything to do with your decision to try to leave North Korea?

I:
[01:05:50]
[Korean]

CJH:
[01:06:00]
[Korean]

I:
[01:06:01]
No

MK:
[01:06:02]
What was the propelling reason that led you to leave North Korea with your wife and child?

I:
[01:06:12]
[Korean]

CJH:
[01:06:22]
[Korean]

I:
[01:07:30]
No, that’s not the reason why I decided to escape. The reason why I decided, I began to think about escaping, escaping North Korea when I first came back home leaving the army. Although I really thought I could live decently if I tried hard, but when I buried three of my brothers I thought that something was terribly wrong. My brother survived the war in the fifties and why did he have to die, why did they have to die in the peacetime. Something was wrong I thought and then I spoke to my family members and some of my friends as well that if, if something goes wrong in the family, the three generations have to suffer but if something goes wrong with the country, people would suffer beyond a hundred years.

MK:
[01:08:28]
So when did you leave North Korea? And how did you, what, did you escape to China?

I:
[01:08:39]
[Korean]

CJH:
[01:08:43]
[Korean]

I:
[01:08:45]
I went to China in 2004.

MK:
[01:08:48]
Yes. Very well. You know that the North Korean government says that evidence such as you have given to the Commission of Enquiry today is false and simply defaming North Korea?

I:
[01:09:11]
[Korean]

MK:
[01:09:34]
What is your response to that assertion?

I:
[01:09:38]
[Korean]

CJH:
[01:09:42]
[Korean]

I:
[01:10:01]
Well, in our absence, yes I understand they will say that we had deserted North Korea and because we had deserted the country, we will exaggerate what we had gone through. I understand that is what they will say.

CJH:
[01:10:20]
[Korean]

I:
[01:10:48]
I would like to tell them that they know that I know. I want to tell them this. You know that I know what we have been going through and you look the other way now but if you ever come across the experience that we have someday you will know that you may even go to the political prisoners’ camp and they will understand some day.

MK:
[01:11:16]
Yes. Do you have any questions?

SB:
[01:11:23]
I have one question. [Korean] Once you were allowed in the army to loot generally without any punishment, how did you and your colleagues reflect on that because the army was supposed to protect the country and there it was in some kind of disarray. How did you reflect on that?

I:
[01:11:45]
[Korean]

CJH:
[01:12:04]
[Korean]

I:
[01:12:29]
I agree with you. When I left home to serve in the army, I thought I was going to serve my country and for my fellow citizens and to protect my family. But as soon as I left home and set my foot into the army I learnt that it was different from what I had thought.

SB:
[01:12:50]
And the fact that nuclear programme was always mentioned as your main protection against enemies and hostile countries, how did you perceive or how do you understand, how did you understand this problem because as you know, and you mention it here that international community and the UN were supposed to inspect North Korean nuclear programme. How, how, what was your feeling about it?

I:
[01:13:18]
[Korean]

CJH:
[01:13:45]
[Korean]

I:
[01:14:39]
At the time I was still serving in the military and I rather hoped the war would happen, the war would break out in North Korea because I thought if the war breaks out, my life is the only thing that I would lose, but something would, would happen to North Korea because, because North Korea, South and North Korea have been divided by the superpowers of the world, this situation could not be corrected and I thought the unification is what we needed and if war happens I hoped that something will bring changes to North Korea and I urge international organisations to participate in causing some changes to North Korea.

CJH:
[01:15:32]
[Korean]

I:
[01:15:55]
And I really believed at the time the war was going to happen and I was ready to fight as a soldier, but I knew that war was never going to break, never going to happen in North Korea and I said I am not going to stay here any more, I am going home.

MK:
[01:16:25]
Well thank you very much, Mr Choi for your assistance. I will ask your colleague, Mr Kim Joo-Il some questions about the North Korean Residents’ Association of which you are the secretary and of which he is the President. So your testimony is concluded and you are excused and you may leave if you wish to.

I:
[01:16:50]
[Korean]

MK:
[01:17:04]
But of course you can stay if you want to.

I:
[01:17:06]
[Korean]

MK:
[01:17:10]
Thank you very much. Can I ask the associate, the interpreter if she could tolerate it if we continue with the next witness because we are running behind time and the next witness is the last who will need interpretation.

I:
[01:17:31]
[Korean]

MK:
[01:17:34]
Mr Kim Joo-Il. Is Mr Kim Joo Il present?

