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We would also like to thank Bolivia for all its
efforts in order to achieve consensus around
the text of 'this draft declaration and for the
very open, transparent and constructive way in.
which it has been conducting this negotiation:
Madam

Chair,

Last September, as a member of the Human
Rights Council, Portugal voted in favour of
HRC resolution 36/22 which allowed for the
convening of this session. We deemed it
essential that after almost five years of forinal
and open negotiations of this text, the Human
Rights Council gave the' opportunity for the
continuation-of
the negotiations in another
session of this Working Group. We do sincerely
hope that at the end of this weak, in
accordance with the mandate of the above
mentioned resolution, we will be able to finalize
this process and to have a text which will
be adopted by consens'us by the Human Rights
Council.

Peasants and other persons living and working
in rural areas are more prone to suffer from
discrimination and.to be victims of human rights
violations and abuses, in particular of their
economic, social and cultural rights. Women
and children are even in a more vulnerable
situation.in that context. Levels of poverty are
constantly higher in rural areas. Thus, we all
need to join forces in order to respect, protect
and promote the human rights of peasants and
all other persons living and,working in rural
areas. Portugal is very committed to this goal.
We believe that this declaration, when adopted,
will contribute to better support the
existence of peasants and rural workers, including
women and children, inter alia by raising
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At the Lisbon Charter, their signatories further coininit

themselves

to recognise

the

contributions of family farming and of the rural coinrnunities as producers of healthy food,
as promoters of cultural and social expressions as well as of public goods that need to
protected and promoted, tugh
mind the specificities

specific and tailor-made public

policies

which

be

bear in

of each territory.

(ii) We believe that it is also worth mentioning that already in 2013, in another framework,
the one of the Ibero-American Conference, the Heads of State or Governrnent of the 22
Member States of this body, including my own country, had signed in Panama a statement
urging the continuation of the discussions on this draft UN Declaration

on the Rights

of

Peasants with a view to its adoption.

(iii) We would also like to express Portugal's satisfactionwith the resolution adopted last 27
February by the European Economic and Social Committee, an advisory' body of
European Union, regarding this UN draft declaration on ffie rights of peasants.

the

Finally, Madam Chair, since this will probably - and hopefully - be the last session of this
Working Group before the submission of the dra'ft declaration

to the consideration

Human Rights Council, Portugal would also like to take this opportunity

of the

to acknowledge

and wholeheartedly thank the very valuable contribution of civil society, in particular

of

peasants' organizations throughout this process and to this outcome, which me hope will

be

a successful

and consensual

one.

I thank you very much.
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