	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly 
and of association [HRC resolution 32/32]
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 37th session
(26 February - 23 March 2018)



How to apply: 

The entire application process consists of two parts: 1. online survey and 2. application form in Word format. Both parts and all sections of the application form need to be completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. 

First part: online survey (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/858683) is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity.
Second part: application form in Word can be downloaded from http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/HRC37.aspx by clicking on the mandate. It should be fully completed and saved in Word format and then submitted as an attachment by e-mail. Information provided in this form includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words. The same name, gender and nationality should be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form. The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for each vacancy and will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public website. 

Once fully completed (including Section VII), the application form in Word should be submitted to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org (by e-mail). A maximum of up to three reference letters (optional) can be attached in Word or pdf format to the e-mail prior to the expiration of the deadline. No additional documents, such as CVs, resumes, or supplementary reference letters beyond the first three received will be accepted. 

Please note that for Working Group appointments, only citizens of States belonging to the specific regional group are eligible. Please refer to the list of United Nations regional groups of Member States at http://www.un.org/depts/DGACM/RegionalGroups.shtml
· Application deadline: 23 January 2018 (12:00 noon GREENWICH MEAN TIME / gMT) 

· No incomplete or late applications will be accepted. 

· Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 

General description of the selection process is available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx 
In case of technical difficulties, or if encountering problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by e-mail at hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org  or fax at + 41 22 917 9008.
You will receive an acknowledgment e-mail when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by e-mail.
Thank you for your interest in the work of the Human Rights Council.
I. PERSONAL DATA

	1. Family (last) name: Mendes                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1977

	2. First (given) name: Conrado                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: São Paulo, Brazil

	3. Other name, if any: Hübner                                                               
	7. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): Brazilian

	4. Gender: Male                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality: No


II. MANDATE - SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

I have a PhD in political science at the University of São Paulo and a PhD in legal philosophy at the University of Edinburgh (UK). At a post-doctoral level, I have received four main fellowships: a HLA Hart Fellowship at the University of Oxford, a Hauser Research Fellowship at New York University, a Humboldt Fellowship at Wissenschaftszentrum and Humboldt University Berlin and an Yggdrasil Fellowship at Christian Michelsen Institute (Bergen). 
Alongside my full-time dedication to an academic career, I have been a regular consultant of human rights NGO's, like Conectas Human Rights, for projects related to strategic litigation (in issues like climate change, protest rights and prisoners rights). As a professor of constitutional law and human rights at the University of São Paulo, and as a visiting professor at Universidad de Los Andes (Bogotá), Universidad Externado (Bogotá) and Universidad de Buenos Aires, I have been teaching a broad range of subjects that surround democratic theory, constitutional rights and international human rights. I have fluent communication skills, orally and in writing, both in English and in Spanish, languages in which I have experience in publishing academic papers, teaching, lecturing and giving interviews for TV outlets. 


2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

I do have thorough knowledge of international human rights law and instruments, both at the global and regional levels, by teaching it and by having studied it in both my PhD's. I do also have a broad understanding of UN mandates and of the human right's jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the European Court of Human Rights because these bodies and respective documents are part of my teaching and research.

My work with human rights is mainly attached to my profession as an academic. As a recognized human rights lawyer in Brazil, I have given pro bono legal opinions on issues like judicial independence, freedom of assembly, inclusive education and the relation between climate policies and rights. Moreover, I constantly engage in public sphere debates through op-ed articles and interviews to Brazilian, Latin American, European and Middle-Eastern TV's.

I have been working with human rights issues since I was a tutor at International Human Rights Colloquium in São Paulo in 2001, the year I started my post-graduate degree in political science. That amounts to more than 15 years of experience both academically and in interaction with civil society. 

3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

My established competence in the field of human rights has been firstly built through teaching and academically engaging with these issues in national and international conferences, and by constantly publishing op-ed articles in the main mass media outlets in Brazil. This experience provided me with reputation and a network of scholars and human rights lawyers with whom I constantly talk. The information provided in the items above and below do also add to my established competence. For the sake of brevity, I do also refer to them.


4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: Constitutional Courts and Deliberative Democracy (book)
Journal/Publisher: Oxford University Press
Date of publication: 2014
Web link, if available: https://global.oup.com/academic/product/constitutional-courts-and-deliberative-democracy-9780199670451?
2. Title of publication: "Neither Dialogue nor Last Word: Deliberative Separation of Powers" (peer-reviewed journal article)
Journal/Publisher: Legisprudence
Date of publication: 2011
Web link, if available: http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.5235/175214611796404840?journalCode=rtpl19
3. Title of publication: Direitos Fundamentais, Separação de Poderes e Deliberação [Fundamental Rights, Separation of Powers and Deliberation] (book)
Journal/Publisher: Editora Saraiva
Date of publication: 2011
Web link, if available: https://www.saraiva.com.br/direitos-fundamentais-separacao-de-poderes-e-deliberacao-serie-producao-cientifica-3458431.html
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words): 
I have published a third book - Controle de Constitucionalidade e Democracia [Judicial Review and Democracy], Elsevier Publishing, 2008 - and have two forthcoming books that in 2018 by Oxford University Press: I am the organizer of the Oxford Handbook of Constitutional Law in Latin America and of a "Very Short Introduction" to Constitutions. I have also published numerous articles in Portuguese, Spanish and German, of which I would highlight the following: “Democracia, separación de poderes y el tiempo de la política", Colección  Investigación y Derecho, 2007; “Una división de poderes deliberativa: entre diálogo y última palabra”, Colección Derecho y Política, 2014; “Bellen ohne zu beißen. Der Brasilianische Oberste Gerichtshof zwischen messianischer Rhetorik und verhinderter Praxis”, Nomos, 2011. These publications address, either from an institutional or a moral/legal perspective, the role of human rights as an indispensable democratic underpinning and how separation of powers arrangements can institutionally translate that normative commitment. 

4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Public debate with Prof. Ralf Poscher (Universität Freiburg) on "Codifying the Right to Assembly and Protest"
Event organizer: Faculty of Law, University of São Paulo
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 11/10/2016
Web link, if available: https://constituicao.direito.usp.br/dialogues-2016-poscher/


2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Public debate with Prof. Kimberley Brownlee (Warwick University) on "The case for civil disobedience"
Event organizer: Faculty of Law, University of São Paulo
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 22/10/2015
Web link, if available: https://constituicao.direito.usp.br/dialogues-2015/
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Op-Ed article "Quem vai salvar a polícia da política" [Who will save police from politics], about police repression against assemblies
Event organizer: El País newspaper
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 18/01/2016
Web link, if available: https://brasil.elpais.com/brasil/2016/01/17/opinion/1453050835_346377.html
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words): 
Among other interventions in the public sphere related to the topic, I would also mention the interview titled "Rubber-bullet in the face is not a legal sanction", to Brasileiros Magazine, in February 2016, an interview titled “The police is being instrumentalized by politics”, El País, 28/03/2016, https://brasil.elpais.com/brasil/2016/03/23/politica/1458762769_909779.html, and an op-ed article titled “Liquidação de ativos constitucionais” [The closeout of constitutional assets], El País, 27/12/2015, https://brasil.elpais.com/brasil/2015/12/27/opinion/1451242423_983315.html

Apart from these media appearances, I am the coordinator of a legal clinic at the Faculty of Law called "Liberty Lab", which gathered a group of students and for the whole year of 2017 held public conversations with protagonists of protest movements and state authorities. The final outcome of this process was a pro bono legal opinion for the Legal Aid Office of São Paulo State.

Finally, as a coordinator of the series International Dialogues in Constitutional Law at the University of São Paulo, I monthly engage in public debate with a foreign scholar. The debates with professors Ralf Poscher and Kimberley Brownlee, mentioned above, were dedicated to the topic as well.



5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council (HRC) sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approximately three months per year to the work of a mandate. 
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 
As a full time professor at the University of São Paulo, my teaching routine takes 6 hours a week, distributed in two days. Apart from that, my week is dedicated to research in my own projects. This basic teaching commitment takes place for 7 months a year (March-June, August-November). I have a high level of flexibility and independence on how to organize the teaching calendar, and also to adapt it in urgent circumstances, by sharing courses with colleagues. While exercising the mandate, I would also intend to direct the entirety of my research towards the topics of democracy, freedom of assembly and association, which I have already been doing part of the time. Both activities - the university routine and the mandate - would thus become mutually reinforcing. This means that I can meet the requirements to perform the functions of the mandate for significantly more than 3 months a year. I would finally point out that I am curently entitled to a 9 months sabbatical leave, which I intend to enjoy at the beginning of the mandate in order to build an international research support team and to establish the routines of the mandate.     
III. Motivation Letter (600 word limit, must be included below and not in a separate e-mail or as an attachment)
          For almost twenty years, I have dedicated myself to the research, teaching and promotion of human rights and democracy. My background equipped me with the intellectual and practical resources to pursue an effective mandate as Special Rapporteur. I published three books that focused on the idea of democratic deliberation, an ethical ideal that articulates public argument and political judgment. Deliberative democracy is the ultimate underpinning of the freedoms of assembly and of association: primeval rights that shape the complex tissue of freedom of expression. To elaborate with conceptual rigour what these freedoms entail and to enviosion practical hurdles for their implementation is a primary capacity a Rapporteur needs. My experience with empirical research and with interviewing all sorts of stakholders and my presence in the public sphere have taught me the practicalities of engaging constructively with stakeholders. I have been constantly talking about the right to protest in general, and freedom of assembly more specifically, in the last 3 years in Brazil, a country that is crying for improvement with regards to these specific rights.


One cannot exercise a successful mandate without a backstage team that helps in legal advice, research, drafting of reports, country visits, communication strategies sensitive to local peculiarities etc. My career provided me with a privileged international network of close colleagues all over the world and with a constant dialogue with leading human rights NGO's. Without compromising my independence of thought and action, this global network is an asset that a Rapporteur would benefit from. My attached letters of recommendation indicate their willingness to provide an international team of researchers. I do also have significant time flexibility and, as explained earlier, the immediate willingness to take a 9 months sabbatical leave from the university in order to build this team in the very beginning of the mandate.


Rapporteurs need not only to be impartial, but to display and be perceived as impartial to all stakeholders. Thanks to the intellectual independence that I have for being a professor of the main public university in Brazil (which is protected by the cherished principle of university autonomy), I feel free to critically engage with all sorts of stakeholders - civil society, labor unions, informal activist groups, government officials and police officers, UN officials and so on. A principled commitment to public criticism, political prudence and fairness have always shaped my interaction with the public sphere, and is a core personal quality I can bring to the mandate, a public service that gains from such an ethical identity. 


The two previous mandate holders produced courageous reports, mapping best practices and rights violations. They have collaborated with other mandate holders in cross-cutting issues. The remarkable 6 years mandate of Maina Kiai set a high bar for succeeding Rapporteurs. I intend to keep up with that standard by concentrating in a set of thematic priorities. For lack of additional space, I list a few core issues that require special attention of this mandate: refinement of international standards of these rights and assessment of institutional designs that maximize their effectiveness; the exercise of these freedoms in the digital space against surveillance; the special protection of professional associations and human rights defenders; the protection of these freedoms at the international level (multilateral institutions); the delivery of expert opinions in public interest litigation in domestic and international courts. My mandate will also aim at disseminating its role by a well designed and permanently updated website, participation in human rights conferences all over the world, permanent dedication to publishing op-ed articles in newspapers that have global outreach.



IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: PORTUGUESE
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:
Arabic: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
French: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Not easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Not easily

Russian: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating type of degree, subject, and whether full or part-time, ex. Masters in law, University of xxx, part-time). 
	Name of degree and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	Post-doctoral degrees in Law, part-time
	2010-2013
	Humboldt University Berlin, Oxford University, NYU

	PhD in Legal Philosophy, full-time
	2007-2011
	University of Edinburgh, Scotland, UK

	PhD in Political Science, part-time
	2004-2008
	University of São Paulo (USP), Brazil

	Bachelor in Law, full-time
	1995-1999
	Catholic University of São Paulo (PUC-SP), Brazil


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with your current occupation. Also indicate whether positions held were not full-time.
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position, full or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place and country:

	University of São Paulo, Professor of Constitutional Law and Human Rights, full-time
	2013-2018
	São Paulo, Brazil

	Getulio Vargas Foundation (FGV), Professor of Constitutional Law and Human Rights, full time
	2003-2006, 2012-2013 
	São Paulo, Brazil

	Climate Justice Network, Brazil (coalition between human rights organizations in Brazil), consultant for strategic litigation projects, part-time
	2014-2017
	São Paulo, Brazil

	University of Edinburgh School of Law, Tutor in Law, part-time
	2006-2010
	Edinburgh, UK


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
NO
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

NO
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:
NO
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (Please answer YES if the candidate complies, NO if the candidate does not comply, together with an explanation.)
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
YES
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
NOT APPLICABLE
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.

I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the secretariat by 
e-mail (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org). 
Please review your application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: Conrado Hübner Mendes
Date: 21/01/2018
****
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