	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 43rd session 
(24 February – 20 March 2020)



NOTE: THE APPOINTMENT OF THE MANDATE HOLDER WILL BE MADE PROVIDED 
THE MANDATE ITSELF IS EXTENDED BY THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 17 OCTOBER 2019 AT 12:00 noon GREENWICH MEAN TIME
· The application process consists of two compulsory parts: 
(1) online survey
 (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/283689)

and 
(2) application form in Word format
 (to be downloaded from https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/HRC43.aspx)  

· Once fully completed, the Word application form should be submitted by email to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org
· A maximum of up to three optional reference letters may be attached to the email (in Word or pdf format). 

· No additional documents (e.g. CVs, resumes or supplementary reference letters) will be accepted. 

· Applicants will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by the Secretariat. Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 
· Please note that an application will only be considered if both parts and all sections of the Word application form have been completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. No incomplete or late applications will be accepted.

· General description of the selection process and answers to frequently asked questions are available at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx and https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/BasicInformationSelectionIndependentExperts.aspx      
· In case of technical difficulties or problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org) or fax (+41 22 917 9008).
I. PERSONAL DATA
	1. Family (last) name: BAER                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1955

	2. First (given) name: NEAL                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: DENVER, COLORADO, USA

	3. Other name, if any:                                                                     
	7. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): USA

	4. Gender: MALE                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality: NONE


II. MANDATE-SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

    As a pediatrician, I trained at Harvard Medical School and as a television showrunner, executive producer, and writer on the internationally popular series ER, Law & Order: SVU, and Designated Survivor I have produced over 500 hours of television on a wide range of human rights issues. My work as a television writer/producer and pediatrician places me in a unique postion: I have worked with senior leaders in social policy, tech, and foundations and operate comfortably in all those spheres. 

     I have paid particular attention to writing episodes on human rights, the right to health care, and the plight of vulnerable populations around the world.  I have written episodes on victims of torture, LGBTQ human rights, the right to a fair trial, child marriage, and access to clean water. I continue to do research on obesity prevention -- a growing health crisis across the world -- and HIV prevention, with academic appointments at Harvard Medical School, Harvard Kennedy School of Government, and the Fielding School of Public Health at UCLA.   Recently, I created and taught a one-week Intensive at Harvard Medical School, Media and Medicine, with 52 participants from around the world.  The course taught participants how to apply different storytelling modalities -- op-eds, blogs, podcasts, essays, memoir, social media -- to address and ameliorate intractable public health problems in their countries. 

2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

Member of Human Rights Watch for twenty years, supporting the Los Angeles chapter and fundraising for them.  Working with Human Rights Watch on a number of issues including opening the backlog of rape kits in the United States and promoting LGBTQ rights around the world.  Member of the board for two years of the American Jewish World Service, which promotes human rights through grants to NGOs around the world.  Executive Producer of a documentary film to be released in 2020 on LGBTQ human rights. As an award-winning storyteller, I bring sensitivity to writing what I've observed as a physician, capturing with fidelity and accuracy a range of human rights issues for a world-wide audience.  Interestingly, I believe I was the first dramatic television series to film at the UN.  This was an episode on rape in Congo for Law & Order: Special Victims Unit.  I worked with Robert Orr to make the arranagements, with deep appreciation.  After viewing the episode, Luis Moreno Ocampo, Prosecutor of the ICC, contacted and met with me to discuss how television shows can promote human rights.  I've also worked with the UN in helping them tell their stories with writers in Hollywood.  I had the honor of meeting with Secretary General Ban Ki-moon in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, to discuss how Hollywood screenwriters could write compelling stories about the UN.  
3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

I've been honored for my television writing and producing with over thirty awards, ranging from the Writers Guild Valentine Davies Award to honors from many medical associations, including the American Pediatric Association and the American Medical Writers Association. I've been nominated for 7 Emmy Awards, two for writing episodes of ER and five for producing that series, and two Writers Guild Awards for episodes I wrote for ER and China Beach, one which focused on a minor's right to make decisions about his own health care. SVU last year was the most watched television series in the world with more than 258 million episodes streamed in 2018 according to the streaming service HULU. I've worked with writers in Mumbai, India, though the Kaiser Family Foundation, discussing how we portray HIV on American television.  My training as a pediatrician, teaching at USC, UCLA, and Harvard, and work as a tv writer/producer of two of the most successful dramatic series in television history have given me the tools to translate complex human rights issues and to communicate them with accuracy and humanity with profound effect.  I stressed in every episode the basic human right to quality health care and disease prevention.  One episode depicted efforts to eradicate the guinea worm and President Jimmy Carter visited our set to formally thank us. 
4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication: On the Cutting-Edge of CRISPR: Questions but No Answers
Journal/Publisher: Perspectives in Biology and Medicine, Johns Hopkins University
Date of publication: Winter 2020
Web link, if available: Not yet published
2. Title of publication: The Circus Comes to the Emergency Department
Journal/Publisher: JAMA
Date of publication: 2015
Web link, if available: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/275217223_The_Circus_Comes_to_the_Emergency_Department
3. Title of publication: Physicians Can Impact Patient Health & Taking the Fizz Out of Obesity
Journal/Publisher: Perspectives in Biology and Medicine, Johns Hopkins University
Date of publication: Autumn 2016
Web link, if available: https://muse.jhu.edu/article/663939
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words): The above referenced articles focus on human rights issues related to health care, particularly the rise in obesity associated with a shift in eating habits owing to the consumption of sugary sweetened beverages and processed food.  I'm editing 14 essays on the future of genetic engineering using CRISPR technology -- and its potential world-wide impact -- for Perspectives in Biology and Medicine, published by Johns Hopkins Press.  I've written for the Journal of Clinical Ethics on why tv documentary film crews should not be allowed in emergency rooms because they hamper the delivery of patient care.  I have written and produced over a hundred television episodes on ER, SVU, A Gifted Man, Under the Dome, and Designated Survivor that focus on a broad range of human rights issues.  Those include: the rights of immigrants to health care and organ transplantation (Designated Survivor, ER); AIDS deniers (SVU); solitary confinement (SVU); access to nutritious foods and food deserts (Designanted Survivor); opening the backlog of rape kits (SVU); the right to health care for the indigent (SVU, A Gifted Man); the high cost of medication (Designated Survivor); the rights of juveniles to fair trials and legal representation (SVU); child marriage in the US (Designated Survivor); and I just recently detailed how the US has not ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (Desginated Survivor).
4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made:  
Event organizer: Harvard Medical School Commencement Speaker: "What Matters?"
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 5-24-2018
Web link, if available: https://hms.harvard.edu/news/what-matters
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made:      
Event organizer: HUNGER FOR CHANGE: FOOD INSECURITY STRESS AND OBESITY, UCLA, FIELDING SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: DECEMBER 20, 2017
Web link, if available: www.youtube.com/watch?v=jlgVwgk_n3o
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made:      
Event organizer: UCLA FIELDING SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH, Speaker, Grand Rounds: Soda Politics – Health Risks and How to Take on (and Conquer) the Sweetened Beverage Industry  
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: NOVEMBER 17, 2015
Web link, if available: ph.ucla.edu/events/grand-rounds-dr-neal-baer  
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words): I have given over fifty talks, including keynote lectures, grand rounds, commencent addresses, and talks to professional organizations on health issues, always stressing how storytelling is the engine to spark awareness of public health problems around the world.  Without awareness, change cannot occur. Today, I think hard about next steps in promoting health as a social justice movement around the world. To that end, I received foundation grants to develop a web platform, actionlab.org, that bridges the gap between inspiration and taking action.  I produced a documentary If You Build It, chronicling youth in the poorest county of North Carolina, using design thinking to build a farmers' market to save their community. I contributed to the book, Soda Politics (Oxford Press, 2015; winner of the James Beard Award), which outlines the problem of sugary drinks as a major contributor to global obesity. I guest curated a museum exhibition at the LA Skirball Center based on Nick Kristof's book, A Path Appears. These storytelling projects all focused on a range of human rights issues -- access to health care, nutritious food, education, jobs, and women's empowerment. Viewers can go to actionlab.org to find actionable steps they can take after being inspired by these projects. I plan to use actionlab.org for a documentary film this winter that details human rights abuses to LGBTQ individuals.
5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council (HRC) sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approximately three months per year to the work of a mandate. 
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 
Yes, I can dedicate the time as I am not running a television show.  I'm writing a book on storytelling for social change so I have complete flexibility to engage in all aspects and demands of the Special Rapporteur position.  I can travel at a moment's notice anywhere in the world, inlcuding Myanmar and Southeast Asia.
III. Motivation Letter 
(600 word limit, must be included below and not in a separate email or as an attachment)
     I have dedicated my career to telling stories for social change, stories that can ignite awareness and spur action. My grounding in medicine and human rights has given me the sensitivity to bring the voices of the vulnerable and marginalized to audiences we want to reach.
     My own life has been driven by stories of social justice.  As a pediatrician and gay man, I've had the privilege of caring for children in the US and in Kenya, and my own experience of seeing the lack of access to medical care has pushed me to tell stories for social change.  I've had the honor of doing that on two of the most popular world-wide tv shows of the past 25 years:  ER and Law & Order: SVU.

     A running theme through my work has been telling trenchant stories of resonance, hope, compassion, and most importantly, social justice.  I've become more aware, in this age of texting and social media, that stories are the spark for social change.  They kindle awareness of human rights abuses through emotional stories that change the heart.  As the sociologist Paul Slovic has shown, human beings too often fail to respond to genocide but they can be moved to action by the story of one child, one refugee, even one tortoise with a straw lodged up its nostril.  That's because our brains our hardwired to respond individually to one another.  We've evolved over millennia to have conversations; to look into each others' eyes; to sense gestures and changes in vocal tone.  But today, social media and texting have replaced conversation, sending us into echo chambers that reverberate with our own views.  I'm interested in finding ways to restore conversation.  I'm convinced that stories can build awareness; I've seen it happen repeatedly over the last quarter century on my shows.  We must tell stories of human rights abuses and very importantly, successes.  That starts with documenting stories and I'm an expert at that.  Then, and this is the tough challenge, we must have conversations, many, many convesations, about those kindling stories.
     I'd like to find innovative ways for us to have conversations about the human rights stories that move us so that we can promote policy change, putting pressure on governments to deepen their awareness and change laws that hinder human rights.  In the case of Myanmar, we are aware of the tragedy facing and displacing the Rohingya, and yet, as Slovic has shown, the massive numbers of refugees haven't pushed us far enough to call for their basic rights as human beings. Why? Because, as Slovic again points out, their numbers are massive and we feel impotent.  But storytelling and conversation are our greatest hope for change.

     I'm uniquely qualified as a pediatrician and storyteller of globally respected television series that have been seen by hundreds of millions of people.  It would be a privilege to work as a Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, bringing my storytelling expertise, research skills, and compassion to help tell the stories of the Rohingya.  And more importantly, I'd use my expertise to document their plight and help them tell their own stories.

     I've learned throughout my career that providing a platform or space for someone who has been silenced to tell their own story can be life changing.  I've seen this in Mozambique where I gave a camera to a 16-year-old orphan whose parents died of AIDS.  I taught Alcides Soares how to make a documentary, Home Is Where You Find It, and he took the film to festivals around the world and it also played on television.  I saw the power of storytelling when I taught women in Cape Town, South Africa, who were HIV positive, how to document their lives through photography.  Their work was displayed at the UN in 2009.  When one is allowed to tell one's own story, it means that "I matter," that "I have a place in the world."  By helping and encouraging vulnerable populations to tell their stories they gain self-efficacy by being heard.

     I would be honored to bring my skill as a storyteller and passion for human rights to the UN.  

IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: ENGLISH
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:

Arabic: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Easily
French: Yes or no: Yes   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily: Not Easily
Write: Easily or not easily: Not Easily
Speak: Easily or not easily: Not Easily

Russian: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: NO   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating type of degree, subject, and whether full or part-time, ex. Masters in law, University of xxx, part-time). 
	Name of degree and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	BA, MAGNA CUM LAUDE, COLORADO COLLEGE, 

FULL TIME

	, 1975-1978
	COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO, USA

	EdM, HARVARD GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION, FULL TIME
	1978-1979
	CAMBRIDGE, MA, USA

	AM, HARVARD GRADUATE SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, SOCIOLOGY, FULL TIME
	1979-1982
	CAMBRIDGE, MA, USA

	MD, HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL, FULL TIME
	1991-1996
	BOSTON, MA, USA


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with your current occupation. Also indicate whether positions held were not full-time.
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position, full or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place 
and country:

	NETFLIX, SHOWRUNNER, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER, DESIGNATED SURVIVOR, FULL TIME
	2018-2019
	LOS ANGELES, CA, USA

	CBS, SHOWRUNNER, EXEC PRODUCER, A GIFTED MAN & UNDER THE DOME, FULL TIME
	2012-2017
	LOS ANGELES, CA, USA

	NBC-UNIVERSAL, SHOWRUNNER, EXEC PRODUCER, LAW & ORDER: SPECIAL VICTIMS UNIT, FULL TIME
	2000-2012
	LOS ANGELES, CA, USA

	WARNER BROTHERS, PRODUCER, ER, FULL TIME
	1994-2000
	LOS ANGELES, CA, USA


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
NO
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

NO
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:

NO
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (Please answer YES if the candidate complies, NO if the candidate does not comply, together with an explanation.)
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
YES
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
NA
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.


I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the secretariat by 
email (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org). 
Please review your application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: NEAL BAER
Date: 10-25-2019
****
� The short online survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. The same name, gender and nationality should be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form. 


� The application form in Word format includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words (section III of the form). The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for the vacancy. The candidate’s application form will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public web page for the selection process. 
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