	SECOND PART: APPLICATION FORM IN WORD FORMAT
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children, including 
child prostitution, child pornography and other child sexual abuse material
Appointment to be made by the Human Rights Council at its 43rd session 
(24 February – 20 March 2020)



NOTE: THE APPOINTMENT OF THE MANDATE HOLDER WILL BE MADE PROVIDED 
THE MANDATE ITSELF IS EXTENDED BY THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 17 OCTOBER 2019 AT 12:00 noon GREENWICH MEAN TIME
· The application process consists of two compulsory parts: 
(1) online survey
 (https://ohchr-survey.unog.ch/index.php/283689)

and 
(2) application form in Word format
 (to be downloaded from https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/HRC43.aspx)  

· Once fully completed, the Word application form should be submitted by email to hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org
· A maximum of up to three optional reference letters may be attached to the email (in Word or pdf format). 

· No additional documents (e.g. CVs, resumes or supplementary reference letters) will be accepted. 

· Applicants will receive an acknowledgment email when both parts of the application process, i.e. the data submitted through the online survey and the Word application form, have been received by the Secretariat. Shortlisted candidates will be interviewed at a later stage. 
· Please note that an application will only be considered if both parts and all sections of the Word application form have been completed and received by the Secretariat before the expiration of the deadline. No incomplete or late applications will be accepted.

· General description of the selection process and answers to frequently asked questions are available at https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/Nominations.aspx and https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/BasicInformationSelectionIndependentExperts.aspx      
· In case of technical difficulties or problems with accessing or completing the forms, you may contact the Secretariat by email (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org) or fax (+41 22 917 9008).
I. PERSONAL DATA
	1. Family (last) name: Kaufka Walts                                                                       
	5. Year of birth: 1974

	2. First (given) name: Katherine                                                                     
	6. Place of birth: USA

	3. Other name, if any: N/A                                                               
	7. Nationality (please indicate the nationality that will appear on the public list of candidates): USA

	4. Gender: F                                                                            
	8. Any other nationality: N/A


II. MANDATE-SPECIFIC COMPETENCE / QUALIFICATIONS / KNOWLEDGE
NOTE: Please describe why the candidate’s competence / qualifications / knowledge is relevant in relation to the specific mandate:
1. QUALIFICATIONS (200 words)

Relevant educational qualifications or equivalent professional experience in the field of human rights; good communication skills (i.e. orally and in writing) in one of the six official languages of the United Nations (i.e. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, Spanish.)

My educational and professional qualifications in the field of human rights has been primarily as a lawyer and advocate. For the last ten years, I have been a faculty member of Loyola University Chicago, School of Law. I also serve as the Executive Director of Loyola's interdisciplinary Center for the Human Rights of Children. In this capacity, I am considered an expert on child migration, child trafficking and exploitation. I routinely conduct research on child trafficking and exploitation, convene stakeholder meetings, publish articles, and participate in national and international advocacy efforts to protect the rights of children. Since 2004, I have provided over 100 presentations and trainings on exploitation to various stakeholders, both in the US and abroad (Kosovo, Latvia, Dominican Republic, Ethiopia). These stakeholders include governmental and non-governmental organizations. I have written book chapters, reports, peer reviewed articles, and opinion pieces on the human rights of children. I am fluent in English, one of the official languages of the United Nations. I also speak Polish. Prior to my tenure at Loyola, I managed a non-governmental organization that advocated for the rights of children. Before attending law school, I was an Associate Director at a global marketing/advertising agency, where I managed communication campaigns for clients in the US, Latin America, and Europe.
2. RELEVANT EXPERTISE (200 words)

Knowledge of international human rights instruments, norms and principles. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Knowledge of institutional mandates related to the United Nations or other international or regional organizations’ work in the area of human rights. (Please state how this was acquired.)

Proven work experience in the field of human rights. (Please state years of experience.)

I have over 15 years of expertise in applying instruments such as the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and its Optional Protocols, as well as the intersection of, or absence of, human rights principals with laws and policies affecting children, including child protection, refugee/immigration, and human trafficking. My initial knowledge was primarily aquired as human rights attorney, providing representation to survivors of both sex and labor trafficking under both international human rights law and domestic anti-human trafficking, criminal and immigration laws. In response to mass school closings in Chicago in 2014, I contributed to a letter of allegation sent to the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education, Independent Expert on Minority Issues, Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance. In 2012 and 2016, I wrote and orally presented alternative reports to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child under the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children. I have also submitted and presented testimony before local, state, and national governmental bodies on the rights of child victims of exploitation and human trafficking.
3. ESTABLISHED COMPETENCE (200 words)

Nationally, regionally or internationally recognized competence related to human rights. (Please explain how such competence was acquired.)

My human rights competence was aquired via providing legal representation to child survivors of both sex and labor exploitation under both international human rights law and domestic anti-human trafficking laws. My experience working with child survivors informed my subseequent policy work, both locally, nationally, and internationally to improve laws, policies, and and systems serving vulnerable children. In recognition of my work, I have held appointments with the American Bar Association, Commission on Youth at Risk, (2012-2015), the American Bar Association, President’s Human Trafficking Task Force, (2013-2014), and am currently a national consultant on child trafficking issues with the Office of Trafficking in Persons (US Department of Health and Human Services) and the Office of Victims of Crime (US Department of Justice).  I have demonstrated expertise in approaching the issue of child trafficking and exploitation through an interdisciplinary lens. My work to prevent and address the sale of children for forced labor and sexual exploitaiton applies a human rights approach - recognizing that exploitation and trafficking is both an international and domestic/internal problem rooted in systemic issues of poverty, violence, discrimination, and lack of protections for children. 
4. PUBLICATIONS OR PUBLIC STATEMENTS
Please list significant and relevant published books, articles, journals and reports that you have written or public statements, or pronouncements that you have made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate.
4.1 Enter three publications in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Title of publication:  “The Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children and Child Exploitation and Trafficking in the United States: A Tool for Immigration Attorneys Representing Victims of Child Exploitation"
Journal/Publisher: Immigration Briefings/Thompson Reuters 
Date of publication: July, 2017
Web link, if available:      
2. Title of publication:  An NGO response to the periodic report of the United States of America concerning the optional protocol to the convention on the rights of the child on the sale of children.
Journal/Publisher: N/A
Date of publication: 2016, July
Web link, if available: https://www.luc.edu/media/lucedu/chrc/pdfs/OPSC%20Alternative%20Report.pdf
3. Title of publication: Child labor trafficking in the United States: A hidden crime. 
Journal/Publisher: Journal of Social Inclusion
Date of publication: 2017
Web link, if available: https://www.luc.edu/media/lucedu/chrc/pdfs/Child%20Labor%20Trafficking%20in%20the%20U.S..pdf
If more than three publications, kindly summarize (200 words): I have also published additional work on the topic of sale of children for forced labor or sexual exploitation, as well as publications on the topic of the intersection of child migration and child exploitation, child migration, the intersection of child migration and child trafficking. these publications include a book chapter, peer reviewed journal articles, and opinion pieces. See https://www.linkedin.com/in/katherine-walts-b8995bb/ 
4.2 Enter three public statements or pronouncements made or events that you may have participated in relation to the mandate for which you are applying in the order of relevance:

1. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Periodic Report under the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children
Event organizer: UN Committee on the Rights of the Child
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 2012, 2016
Web link, if available: https://www.luc.edu/media/lucedu/chrc/pdfs/OPSC%20Alternative%20Report.pdf and 
2. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Featured in US Department of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime, “Faces of Human Trafficking” Public Service Announcement video series, child trafficking expert
Event organizer: US Dept of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: 2016
Web link, if available: http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/humantrafficking/publicawareness.html
3. Platform/occasion/event on which public statement/pronouncement made: Human Trafficking and Exploitation: Law, Policy, and Restorative Programs
Event organizer: Family Action Network, USA
Date on which public statement/pronouncement made: November, 2018
Web link, if available: https://www.familyactionnetwork.net/events/human-trafficking-and-exploitation-law-policy-and-restorative-programs-2/
If more than three, kindly summarize (200 words): •Betraying Children’s Rights: Unaccompanied Immigrant Children in the United States, book chapter, “Unaccompanied Minor Children: Social, Ethical, and Legal Perspectives" edited by Hille Haker and Molly Greening, Rowman & Littlefield (2018); https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781498574532/Unaccompanied-Migrant-Children-Social-Legal-and-Ethical-Perspectives •“Our Immigration Policies Are Harming Children,” Op-Ed, The Hill.com, February 9, 2018, http://thehill.com/opinion/immigration/373179-our-immigration-policies-are-harming-children •“Immigration Policy, Practices, and Procedures: The Impact on the Mental Health of Mexican and Central American Youth and Families,” Torres, S., Santiago, C., Kaufka Walts, K., Richards, M., American Psychological Association (2018), available at http://psycnet.apa.org/record/2018-09040-001.
5. flexibility/readiness and AVAILABILITY of time (200 words)

to perform effectively the functions of the mandate and to respond to its requirements, including participating in Human Rights Council (HRC) sessions in Geneva and General Assembly sessions in New York, travelling on special procedures visits, drafting reports and engaging with a variety of stakeholders. Kindly indicate whether the candidate can dedicate an estimated total of approximately three months per year to the work of a mandate. 
Please note that the work of mandate holders is unpaid. Those appointed as mandate holders serve in their personal capacities. They are not United Nations staff members, they are not based in United Nations offices in Geneva or at another United Nations location, and they do not receive salary or other financial compensation, except for travel expenses and daily subsistence allowance of “experts on mission”. 
My current employer, Loyola University Chicago School of Law, has confirmed that if appointed, I will have the flexibility to devote the equivalent of three months per year to the work of the mandate, including traveling to New York to attend General Assembly sessions, undertaking country visits, sending individual complaints, writing thematic reports, engaging with stakeholders, and conducting awareness-raising and advocacy to promote and protect human rights of children. I currently hold a US passport, and am able to travel as necessary.
III. Motivation Letter 
(600 word limit, must be included below and not in a separate email or as an attachment)
Advocating for the prevention of the sale and exploitation of children, as well as protections for survivors is my life's work. My expertise related to the sale and/or exploitation of children is multi-demensional. My efforts consist of successful legal representation of child survivors, as well as advocacy and awareness-building with both governmental and non-governmental stakeholders. It also includes significant research, publication, and teaching as additional mechanisms to combat human rights violations of children. I have experience with policy making, including drafting the first anti-human trafficking statute in the state of Illinois, convening expert and stakeholder meetings, and and providing expert testimony before the US Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Human Rights, and before the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. I have been invited to United Nations General Assembly thematic meetings on human trafficking and children's rights.
This experience has shown me that there is a critical need to continue to elevate child exploitation as a children’s rights issue. For example, research shows that children experiencing homelessness or engagement in child protection and juvenile justice systems are at higher risk of being sold and/or sexually exploited. Child migrants are more vulnerable to sale and exploitation. Children who identify as LGBTQ+ experiencing discrimination are at higher risk of exploitation. The root causes as to why children are vulnerable to these crimes may be different from adults. The medical, mental, and physical trauma children suffer also requires specialized treatment based on their age and developmental capacity. The dominant narrative around the sale of children and sexual exploitation however, continues to be viewed through the lens of the criminal justice system and adult survivors. The majority of victims identified through criminal justice systems continue to be adults. The majority of intervention programs focus on adults. Research on the topic often lumps the experiences children together with adults into one homogenous group. There are few experts in the human trafficking field with a focus on the distinct experiences of children. This lack of representation of children’s perspectives with this crime severely impairs our society's international response to the issue. Protecting the right of children to safety, health, and freedom from exploitation is an ambitious but achievable goal, if the root causes are better understood in the context of human rights and children’s rights.
My contributions to the field include successful legal representation of victim services, knowledge of how child victims interact with various stakeholders (government and civil society), and interdisciplinary research related to labor and sexual exploitation of children. In the US, I developed the first project on the intersection of child trafficking the child protection system. The “Building the Child Welfare Response to Child Trafficking” has informed state level and federal policy, including the creation of legislation mandating child protection agencies in every state to better identify and respond to child exploitation and prostitution. I also oversaw the first legal needs assessment research study in the country on behalf of child trafficking and exploitation victims.

If appointed as Special Rapporteur, I propose to provide concrete and practical recommendations to ensure children have access to protections and justice, and to ensure the experiences of survivors inform awareness building and advocacy efforts to prevent the crime from occurring in the first place. My approach is informed by my work providing direct services, listenitn to and elevating children's voice/experience, and research and practice in the fields of law, public health, social work, child development, criminology, and psychology.



IV. LANGUAGES (READ / WRITTEN / SPOKEN)
Please indicate all language skills below.  

1. Mother tongue: English
2. Knowledge of the official languages of the United Nations:

Arabic: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or Not easily:      
Write: Easily or Not easily:      
Speak: Easily or Not easily:      
Chinese: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
English: Yes or no: YES   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily: YES
Write: Easily or not easily: YES
Speak: Easily or not easily: YES
French: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      

Russian: Yes or no: NO   If yes,

Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
Spanish: Yes or no: NO   If yes,


Read: Easily or not easily:      
Write: Easily or not easily:      
Speak: Easily or not easily:      
V. EDUCATIONAL RECORD
NOTE: Please list the candidate’s academic qualifications (university level and higher, indicating type of degree, subject, and whether full or part-time, ex. Masters in law, University of xxx, part-time). 
	Name of degree and name of academic institution, full or part-time:
	Years of attendance

(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2003):
	Place and country:

	Juris Doctorate, University of Wisconsin-Madison, full-time
	2000-2004
	Madison, Wisconsin, USA

	Bachelor of Science; Bachelor of Arts, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, full-time
	1992-1996
	Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     


VI. EMPLOYMENT RECORD

NOTE: Please briefly list ALL RELEVANT professional positions held in the area of human rights, beginning with your current occupation. Also indicate whether positions held were not full-time.
	Name of employer,
functional title,
main functions of position, full or part-time:
	Years of work
(provide a range from-to, for example 1999-2005):
	Place 
and country:

	Loyola University Chicago, School of Law, Director, Center for the Human Rights of Children (Clinical Faculty), Full-time
	2009-present
	Chicago, Illinois, USA

	International Organization for Adolescents, Executive Director, Full-time
	2007-2009
	Chicago, Illinois

	National Immigrant Justice Center, Supervising Attorney, Manager, Counter Human Trafficking Project, Full-Time
	2004-2007
	Chicago, Illinois

	     
	     
	     


VII. COMPLIANCE WITH ETHICS AND INTEGRITY PROVISIONS 
(of Human Rights Council resolution 5/1)
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.
1. To your knowledge, does the candidate have any official, professional, personal, or financial relationships that might cause the candidate to limit the extent of inquiries, to limit disclosure, or to weaken or slant findings in any way? If yes, please explain.
No
2. Are there any factors that could either directly or indirectly influence, pressure, threaten, or otherwise affect the candidate’s ability to act independently in discharging the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
3. Is there any reason, currently or in the past, that could call into question the candidate’s moral authority and credibility or does the candidate hold any views or opinions that could prejudice the manner in which the candidate discharges the mandate? If yes, please explain:

No
4. Does the candidate comply with the provisions in paragraph 44 and 46 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution 5/1? (Please answer YES if the candidate complies, NO if the candidate does not comply, together with an explanation.)
Para. 44: The principle of non-accumulation of human rights functions at a time shall be respected.
Para. 46: Individuals holding decision-making positions in Government or in any other organization or entity which may give rise to a conflict of interest with the responsibilities inherent to the mandate shall be excluded. Mandate holders will act in their personal capacity.
Yes
5. Should the candidate be appointed as a mandate holder, the candidate will have to take measures to comply with paragraphs 44 and 46 of the annex to Council resolution 5/1. In the event that the current occupation or activity, even if unpaid, of the candidate may give rise to a conflict of interest (e.g. if a candidate holds a decision-making position in Government) and/or there is an accumulation of human rights functions (e.g. as a member of another human rights mechanism at the international, regional or national level), necessary measures could include relinquishing positions, occupations or activities. If applicable, please indicate the measures the candidate will take.
N/a
VIII. CERTIFY AND SUBMIT APPLICATION
To be completed by the candidate or by the nominating entity on the candidate’s behalf.


I hereby certify that all of the statements made in this application are true, complete and are made in good faith. I understand that falsifying or intentionally withholding information will be grounds for not being selected or appointed or the withdrawal of any proposed appointment or, if an appointment has been made and accepted, for its immediate cancellation or termination.

Kindly note that whilst no changes can be made after this application form has been submitted and the deadline for applications has expired, any relevant change of current occupation, employment, or position, or any other relevant fact or circumstance should be brought to the attention of the secretariat by 
email (hrcspecialprocedures@ohchr.org). 
Please review your application before you insert your name and date to indicate your agreement. 
Name: Katherine Kaufka Walts
Date: October 15, 2019
****
� The short online survey is used to collect information for statistical purposes such as personal data (i.e. name, gender, nationality), contact details, mandate applying for and, if appropriate, nominating entity. The same name, gender and nationality should be used both in the online survey and in the Word application form. 


� The application form in Word format includes a motivation letter of maximum 600 words (section III of the form). The application form should be completed in English only. It will be used as received to prepare the public list of candidates who applied for the vacancy. The candidate’s application form will also be posted as received on the OHCHR public web page for the selection process. 
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